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What is SIF (School Interoperability Framework)

SIF is built to standardize the collection and submission of student information from the School Districts to the State of CT.  Today, each school submits their data for the PSIS and TCS reports utilizing different methods. We will not be changing your current method of storing the Student Information in your District, but only the method of which you submit it to the State.
How will My District Use SIF

Your District will utilize a piece of Software called PowerSchool (PS) SIF Agent either in your own environment or at your hosted site.  This software will be accessed through the internet (a web-based interface) and will connect directly to your Student Information System.  The PS SIF Agent when launched by you will collect the appropriate information for the proper Report to be created for the State.  This process will replace the PSIS extract in PowerSchool.
How will this Benefit My District

The PS SIF Agent software will be a very quick and easy method for you to extract the student information to ensure its accuracy in what is reported to the State.  Using SIF will bring standardization and automation to the data collection and submission process for the state reporting data.  This process should reduce the amount of time you spend preparing to submit your data to the state.  It should also make it easier to train others to perform this activity.  
How will this Benefit the State of CT
SIF will standardize the process from all School Districts.  The new software standardizes the mechanism for which the data is extracted and can ensure timely submission of reports.  It will help CTSDE receive cleansed and timely data and better monitor the overall collection process for each District.
What can I Expect?
1. Pearson will setup your SIF Agent.  They will send you an email letting you know when they are ready to begin your School District.  They will need your assistance to arrange a time when PS may need to be unavailable for a short time. We will also need the PS HW/Technical Server contact identified for your District. 
2. You will be asked to adjust some Setup settings in Power School.  This will be outlined in the email from PowerSchool, but includes filling in the State PRID, ensure Store Codes are entered, adjusting attendance codes and attendance conversions.
3. You will receive the SIF Data Collector Training website link and need to view the one-hour recorded Training Session – sponsored by Pearson which will provide you more information into data collecting and SIF.
4. You will be given a unique PS SIF Agent login and password specific for your District.
5. You will use the SIF Agent in PS to create a data collection of your own Districts Student Information.  

6. You will submit this data collection to the State of CT.
Who can I contact?
· The CSDE IT Help Desk can be reached at 860-713-6681. 

· Pearson Technical Support - 877-790-1261.
· We have created a SIF Website that you can access 24x7.  There are helpful tips and timely messages stored on this site: https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Performance/Data-Collection-Help-Sites/SIF  
SIF User Guide

The Data Collector: The Data Collector consists of four different steps: Collection, Validation, Examine and Submission.
1) The Collection step is where data is pulled from PowerSchool via the PowerSchool SIF Agent and transferred to the Data Collector.  To begin a Collection check the box next to District Number and click “Start Data Collection”.  Note:  this may run for a significant amount of time depending upon the size of your district and the Report Selected, e.g., PSIS vs TCS.  Check the Progress Tab to view status.  
2) The Validation step transforms the SIF Data into the state reporting format.  Click on the Collection Requests tab and click Validate.  After the Validation completes.  
3) A new link will appear labeled Examine.   The Examine step allows the district to view the data that will be sent to the state.
4) After the above steps are completed and the district feels the data is accurate, they will then select Approve and Submit link to submit their data for further validation and acceptance.  
5) The SIF processing will then send an email to the District contact in the District Profile Table.  This email is generated once all the data has been transferred to the PSIS Collection database (no more than 15 minutes after submission).  The email will outline the Total Number of Records submitted and Total Number of Errors and Warnings.  You will need to go to the State Website to see the reporting errors in what was submitted to the State.  Be sure to go back and fix the reporting errors in your School’s Student Information System (example PowerSchool).  Then go back to SIF Data Collection and Submit another Collection.
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