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Member 
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Affiliation 

Marysol Asencio, DrPH Associate Professor, Family Studies and 
Puerto Rican and Latino Studies; 
Institute of Puerto Rican and Latino 
Studies 
 

University of Connecticut 

Jean M. Breny Bontempi, PhD, MPH Associate Professor of Public Health, 
Dept. of Public Health 

Southern Connecticut State 
University 

Shirley A. Jackson, PhD Chair and Associate Professor of 
Sociology, Department of Sociology 

Southern Connecticut State 
University 

Beth A. Jones, PhD, MPH Associate Professor, Yale University 
School of Medicine, Department of 
Epidemiology and Public Health; Co-
director, Yale Comprehensive Cancer 
Center Office for the Elimination of 
Cancer Disparities 

Yale University 

Rafael Pérez-Escamilla, PhD Professor of Nutritional Sciences and 
Public Health; Director, NIH EXPORT 
Center for Eliminating Health Disparities 
Among Latinos (CEHDL) 

University of Connecticut 

Bandana Purkayastha, PhD 
 

Associate Professor of Sociology and 
Asian American Studies 

University of Connecticut 

Eileen Storey, MD, MPH  Professor of Medicine; Chief, Division of 
Public Health and Population Sciences; 
Co-Director, Center for Public Health 
and Health Policy 
 

University of Connecticut 

Ronald Taylor, PhD Vice Provost for Multicultural and 
International Studies and Professor of 
Sociology 

University of Connecticut 

Alexander Vias, PhD Associate Professor and Graduate 
Program Director, Department of 
Geography 
 

University of Connecticut 

Lisa Werkmeister-Rozas, PhD, LICSW Assistant Professor of Puerto 
Rican/Latino Studies; School of Social 
Work 

University of Connecticut 

Project Staff     
Margaret M. Hynes, PhD, MPH Senior Epidemiologist; Director, The 

Connecticut Health Disparities Project 
 

Connecticut Department of Public 
Health 

Ava N. Nepaul, MA Epidemiologist, The Connecticut Health 
Disparities Project 

Connecticut Department of Public 
Health 

Alison Stratton, PhD Epidemiologist, The Connecticut Health 
Disparities Project 

Connecticut Department of Public 
Health 
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