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Jo-Anne Horvath -Resident

Linda Hoza -
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Mike Mushak
 - Resident

David Olson - Silvermine Community Assoc.

Keith Simpson - Merritt Parkway Conservancy
Jill Smyth – Merritt Parkway Conservancy
Peter Viteretto - Norwalk River Watershed Association

Floyd Lapp – SWRPA
Ray Rauth – CT Bike Coalition

Kelly Stranti
- Norwalk Common Council
Win Awarr – Silvermine Resident

Christine Names – Silvermine Resident

Michael Fatterer – Silvermine Resident

Gloria Neaderland – Silvermine Resident

Linda Hartzer – Silvermine Resident
Jim Hartzer – Silvermine Resident
Presentation: 

Mr. Richard Armstrong presented new Alternate 21.  This alternate is a refinement of the “Modified Michigan” Alternate that was briefly presented at the July 29, 2008 stakeholder meeting.  Main Points of this alternate are:
· Similar to previous alternates this alternate provides a single take off from Route 15 SB for ramps to Creeping Hemlock/Main Avenue and Route 7 NB and SB.

· Provides Rte 15 SB Ramp from Main Avenue to Route 7 NB and SB ramps.  This Ramp allows access from Main Ave to Route 7 NB and SB which was not incorporated in Original Design.  The original design provided ramp access directly to Route 15 SB.

· Traffic from Route 7 SB to Route 15 NB merges with new ramp from Route 15 NB in the southwestern quadrant, providing access to both Route 15 and Main Avenue.  Access from Route 7 NB to Main Avenue is also provided by these ramps.

· New/Relocated On – Ramp from Route 7 enters Route 15 SB at existing location in northwest quadrant.

· Provides proposed north/south Bicycle Trail along Perry Avenue to Route 7 Ramps.

· Proposed Ramps parallel to Route 15 at same grade as Route 15.

· Modified loop ramp from Rte 7 NB provides access to Rte 15 SB.
· No change to existing Route 15 structure over Metro North RR.

· The Traffic analysis had not been fully completed.
· A question was posed if the Power Line Right of Way could be used for the bike trail as Perry Avenue is narrow with poor sight lines.  Mr. Armstrong responded that it would be investigated.  Another stakeholder raised the concern of possible health risks associated with the proximity to power lines.
· A comment was made that this alternate does not provide for a Merritt Parkway Trail.

· A comment was made to consider widening the median between ramps and the parkway at Main Avenue to enhance the parkway look. ConnDOT responded that it will try to layout a potential corridor including use at local streets to circumnavigate physical barriers.

· A question was asked if an additional structure over Perry Avenue would be required at the Route 15 NB off-ramp to Route 7/Main Avenue or if the existing Structure would be widened.  The existing Route 7 Ramp Bridges are not consistent with Merritt Parkway Structures.  Mr. Koerner responded that the bridge may be widened or replaced, it would likely be dependant on the location of wetlands in the vicinity.

· Several comments were made regarding the introduction of weaves on the new Route7/Main Avenue Ramps and the number of lanes required.  Mr. Ulman responded that there is significantly less traffic volume on the ramps when compared with the Merritt Parkway.  The ramp traffic would also be at a lower speed therefore required weave distances would be less than on the parkway.

· Several Comments were made regarding the visual impact of the proposed ramps to the Parkway.  Mr. Armstrong presented cross-sectional views of the Parkway over the Norwalk River and Main Avenue.  The proposed Route 7 Ramps are adjacent to the Parkway separated by a Merritt Parkway barrier curb.   The Parkway and ramp lanes could be accommodated over the existing Norwalk River Structure.  The Ramps to and from Main Avenue would be a separate structures over the Norwalk River north and south of the Parkway.  The parkway bridge over Main Avenue would be a new structure.
· A comment was made regarding the proposed width of the Route 7 ramps.  Mr. Ulman responded the 22’ width is the standard minimum to accommodate emergency vehicle bypass in case of a breakdown.   

· A question was asked if ramp widths could be reduced to encourage lower speeds and keep them minimally intrusive.  ConnDOT will investigate if there is a possible further reduction in width.
· A comment was made to design the proposed bridges over Metro North RR to accommodate an additional track.

· Several comments were made regarding the limits of roadway illumination on this project.  Mr. Ulman responded that any illumination would be Dark Sky compliant.  Mr. Armstrong added that the limit of lighting has not been studied at this time but the ramp termini would most likely be illuminated for safety. 
Alternates 21A and 21B were presented.  These modifications provide different treatments of the Route 7 Ramps in the area of Main Avenue.  North of the Parkway Alternate 21A is the same as Alternate 21.  South of the Parkway, the Route 7 Ramp to the Parkway NB is on a separate structure over the Norwalk River but is adjacent to the Parkway over Main Avenue.
Alternate 21B provides for separate merge and diverge locations for the Route 7 and Main Avenue Ramps.  By creating entrance and exit ramps the barrier that separates the Parkway and ramps over the Norwalk River and Main Avenue can be eliminated.   This allows narrower structures over Main Avenue and the Norwalk River.

Alternate 20 was also presented. This Alternate provides signalized intersections on the Route 7 ramp roadways controlling conflicting traffic movements.  The ramps in the vicinity of Main Avenue could be constructed as in either Alternate 21, 21A or 21B.  This alternate does not provide free flow access between Route 7 and the Merritt Parkway.  It is estimated that this alternate would cost considerably less to construct than Alternate 21.  This alternate could accommodate a Merritt Parkway Trail.
· A comment was made that people may choose to drive thru neighborhoods to avoid new signals.

· A comment was made that this alternate would be less fuel efficient than free flow traffic alternates.

Public Comments and Questions: 
· A resident questioned if the new low point on Main Avenue would drain.  Mr. Koerner responded that the new low point would still be significantly higher than the Norwalk River and draining the low point would not be an issue.

· A resident commented that ConnDOT should prepare a document that compares the pros and cons of the different alternates presented. And the criteria established at the first stakeholder meetings
· Mr. Armstrong responded prior to the next meeting ConnDOT would prepare construction costs, wetland impacts, traffic analysis etc. and pros and cons of each alternate discussed at tonight’s meeting.
· Mr. Armstrong also indicated that renderings of these Alternates at critical locations would be developed for discussion for the next meeting. 
 The date of the next meeting will be November 18, 2008.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 PM
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