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A.
Situations in Which Payments are Made





The Department makes a payment for funeral and burial expenses on behalf of an




        AFDC or AABD recipient upon the death of such recipient if:






1.
the deceased is receiving AFDC or AABD benefits from the Department at the time of his or her death; and





2.
the deceased has either no private burial arrangement or an arrangement valued at less than $1,800; and





3.
the amount of the deceased's burial arrangement is less than the actual cost of funeral and burial.




B.
Amount of Payment




1.
The maximum payment the Department makes for funeral and burial expenses is equal to the lesser of the following amounts:






a.
$1,800; or






b.
the actual cost of the funeral and burial.





2.
The amount of the Department's payment for funeral and burial expenses is reduced by the value of any combination of the following assets owned by the deceased:






a.
burial fund;






b.
irrevocable burial fund;






c.
face value of life insurance policies.





3.
The Department's payment for funeral and burial expenses is not reduced by:






a.
the value of any other personal or real property which the deceased leaves as part of his or her estate; or






b.
the value of any contributions made by any person for the cost of the deceased's funeral and burial; or






c.
the value of other government benefits, such as Social Security and Veteran's death benefits.
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C.
Expenses Which are Covered




The Department's payment for funeral and burial expenses covers those costs normally incurred in the individual's funeral and burial.  Such costs include, but are not limited to, the following:





1.
transportation of the deceased from the place of death to the funeral home, and from the funeral home to the burial place;





2.
wake;





3.
church services;





4.
burial plot;





5.
opening and closing of grave;





6.
other cemetery or cremation charges.




D.
Restriction to Payment




The Department does not pay for the burial of a stillborn child under this special benefit.

