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Effective Date

INFORMATIONAL BULLETIN  NO.:
03-06




PROGRAMS: ALL

SUBJECT:
Clarifying the Definitions of Burial Plots and Life Insurance Policies

This bulletin clarifies the definitions of burial plots and life insurance policies.  It has been brought to our attention that different regional offices are interpreting these definitions in different ways.  We are clarifying these definitions to eliminate ambiguity, provide consistency with state statute and ensure that all offices are uniform in the application of these definitions to our programs.

Burial Plots

Current regulations define a burial plot as “… a grave site, crypt, mausoleum, urn, or any other repository traditionally used for the remains of a deceased person” and exclude burial plots as assets.  This bulletin clarifies that the burial plot does not include personal property, funeral services and funeral merchandise such as the casket and container.  These items should be included in the funeral services contract, which is defined by Connecticut General Statute 42-200 as including “…the furnishing of personal property or funeral merchandise …”.   This bulletin also clarifies that the definition of a burial plot may include a headstone or marker.  

It has been the practice of some offices to exclude revocable funeral contracts that provide burial space items such as caskets and containers.  The rationale behind this practice was based on an interpretation that the definition of a burial plot may include a casket or container.  As stated above, burial plots do not include the casket or container.  Effective June 1, 2003, revocable funeral contracts, including those made exclusively for the provision of burial space items such as caskets and containers, must be regarded simply as revocable funeral contracts and evaluated in accordance with UPM 4030.10.  For AABD and MA, these contracts will usually be counted assets (subject to a potential $1,200 exclusion).  For Food Stamps, these contracts are counted assets unless they cannot be liquidated during the certification period.  Contracts for burial space items that have been previously excluded should maintain their exclusion.

Life Insurance

The definition of life insurance is clarified to encompass all legally sold policies.  The actuarial soundness of life insurance policies should no longer be a consideration in determining whether policies are “true” life insurance policies.  All life insurance policies that are legally sold should be evaluated in accordance with current UPM policy found at 4030.30.

DISPOSITION:
Please retain this bulletin for future reference.

DISTRIBUTION:
Eligibility and Resources Staff

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:
Adult Support Unit – Telephone (860) 424-5250
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