
1



The CT Farm Bureau is a grass-roots organization.
The picture on left is a 2009 rally at the State Capitol in Hartford in support of the 
Dairy Bill.
The picture on right is a Windham County Policy Development Meeting at Blackmer’s
Farm in Thompson, CT.
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Agriculture in CT includes: crop land, livestock, forestry and forest products, the 
“Green” industry, bees, poultry, Christmas trees, vineyards, maple syrup, aquaculture,
and orchards.
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Agriculture is a very large business in Connecticut.
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Residential development represents a land-use that is often in conflict with existing 
agricultural activities.  The photo on left is roadside sign advertising lots for sale in 
Columbia, CT using the image of a barn while the photo on right is farmland and a 
subdivision in close proximity.

5



Farms are getting smaller but increasing in number.  The size of the increase may be 
influenced by the sampling method used by the government.
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Producers are investing in diversification of their product lines. In New Hartford, this 
farm has invested in a hydroponic lettuce operation for local distribution.
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Photos showing diversity of CT agriculture…

Cow Pots: Freund’s Farm East Canaan, CT

Wool and Fiber Show, UCONN Extension Center, Tolland, CT

Bottom photos: Hindinger Farm, Hamden, CT

Fiber and Fruits and Vegetables
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CT agricultural producers are experimenting with new forms of sales and distribution.  
CT farmers are supplying food directly to CT schools and the Farmer’s Cow group is 
selling milk products in local grocery stores like Stop and Shop using their image of 
local and humane production.
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The Blue Slope Farm Museum in Franklin, CT is an example of social agriculture where 
the producers reach out to the community for education and outreach while 
providing themselves with additional revenue.
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At Blue Slope Farm they teach and educate people on agricultural skills such as
learning how to milk a cow.

As part of their plan to reach out to the local public, farms provide social experiences 
such as the luncheon at Freund’s Farm.
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Farmland preservation is an ongoing process in CT and supported by CT and the 
NRCS.
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Land-use change and residential development changes local runoff and hydrology 
patterns around long established agricultural operations.  Often farmland is used as a 
“dumping ground” for excess water and stormwater runoff from impervious cover. 
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Stone on Jone’s Farm in Shelton, CT.  Phrase says, “Be good to the land and the land 
will be good to you.”
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