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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

This matter involves a remonstrance received on an application for a
restaurant liquor permit for Park Central Tavern, 1640 Whitney Avenue,
Hamden, Connecticut. A formal administrative hearing was held before the
Department of Consumer Protection on December 3, 2009, at which time
Robert Johnson, the permittee and a member of the backer limited liability
company, appeared with counsel. The hearing was held in accordance with
Section 30-39(c), Connecticut General Statutes, as the result of a legally
sufficient remonstrance. Remonstrants appeared and provided testimony.
The premises is operating under the auspices of a provisional liquor permit.

We have reviewed the record of the hearing and find the following facts.
Liquor Control Agent Anderson conducted an investigation of the application
and did on-site inspections. He also conducted a remonstrance investigation

and prepared a detailed report of his findings. Agent Anderson spoke with the



remonstrants and canvassed the neighborhood. Park Central Tavern is located
on a busy street and is across the street from a church and a school; it abuts a
residential area. Agent Anderson spoke with the local zoning officer who
confirmed that this location is in compliance with all municipal codes. He also
spoke with the desk sergeant at the Hamden Police Department who expressed
no concerns about this premises.

Park Central Tavern is an upscale, “white linen” restaurant with target
clientele of ranging upwards from young professional people. As part of its
liqguor permit application, it has indicated that it may offer live entertainment
in the form of live bands and DJ’s. Since opening, Park Central has had a jazz
trio perform on two occasions. It does not contemplate offering bands and DJ’s
on an on-going basis but rather as ancillary amenities at private parties.

The agent for the remonstrants testified that he does not oppose the
granting of this liquor permit to Mr. Johnson, however, he and the
remonstrants are concerned about spillover parking and noise, based primarily
upon the negative experiences they had with the prior ownership which
targeted a younger crowd. There is suitable parking available, with thirty-nine
parking spaces are available in the premises’ own parking lot and additional
parking is available in two municipal lots across the street. This applicant was
not involved in the operation of the prior location.

The determination of factual matters with regard to the suitability of

the location of proposed liquor permit premises is vested with the Liquor



Control Commission. Brown v. Liguor Control Commission, 176 Conn. 428, 407

A.2d 1020 (1973). Based upon the testimony and documents presented, we
hereby dismiss the remonstrance and grant the Respondent’s final restaurant
liquor application.
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