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    November 28, 2006
MEMORANDUM OF DECISION


 This matter involves a café liquor permit issued to Weiland’s Tavern, 3820 Whitney Avenue, Hamden, Connecticut.  A formal administrative hearing was held before the Department of Consumer Protection on November 2, 2006.   Proper notice of the hearing was provided; however, the Respondent failed to appear.      

The following charges are alleged against the Respondent.  It is alleged that on January 5, 2006, the  Respondent violated (1) Sec. 30-6-A23(a)(1) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies in that bottles of alcohol contained fruit flies; (2) Sec. 30-6-A24(a) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies in that patrons were smoking; (3) Sec. 30-53 of the Connecticut General Statutes in that the liquor permit had not been recorded with the Hamden Town Clerk; and (4) Sec. 30-6-B25a of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies in that daily records were not being kept on the remises.      
We find the following facts.  On January 5, 2006, Liquor Control Agent Crowdis conducted a general inspection at Weiland’s Tavern.  He entered the premises and observed five patrons sitting at the bar smoking cigarettes.   He observed nine open bottles of alcohol behind the bar which had been contaminated by fruit flies.  The liquor permit had not been recorded with the Hamden Town Clerk, as required.  The daily sales records were not on the permit premises as required, but were maintained at the accountant’s office.    Based upon the evidence adduced, the Respondent is found in violation of Charges # 1, 2, 3 and 4.   

The Liquor Control Act vests in the Commission a liberal discretionary power to determine factual matters with regard to liquor permits.  Dadiskos v. Liquor Control Commission, 150 Conn. 425, 190  A.2d 490 (1963).   Based upon the foregoing, we hereby suspend the Respondent’s permit for a period of one day, and for an additional five days.  In lieu of the additional  5-day suspension, however, we will accept payment of a fine of $375.00, in accordance with Section 30-6-A8(i) and (k) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies.  
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