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This matter involves a café permit issued to Taurus Café, 520 Winchester Avenue, New Haven, Connecticut.  A formal administrative hearing was held before the Department of Consumer Protection on August 31, 2006, at which time Larry Livingston, permittee, appeared with counsel. It is alleged that on or about February 19, 2006, the Respondent violated Section 30-47(1), Connecticut General Statutes, in that he is financially irresponsible or neglected to pay a just debt.  The record was held open until October 15, 2006 for the submission of any further documentation regarding the validity of this debt. The matter proceeded to a hearing.   
The following facts are found based upon the testimony and documents presented at the hearing. In April 2006, the department received a complaint from Attorney Richard M. Franchi concerning the alleged financial irresponsibility and neglect of the Taurus Café to pay a civil judgment in a dram shop matter he brought; Julius Lowe vs. Taurus Café, Inc., Docket No. CV-03-0482997S.  The judgment was in the amount of $2,939.60 in economic damages and $10,000.00 for non-economic damages, plus costs, and was obtained by default for failure to appear by anyone on behalf of Taurus Café.  The default judgment was rendered on August 23, 2005.  Mr. Livingston testified that he only learned of the default judgment when he received notice of this hearing, and he filed a motion to reopen the judgment the day prior to this hearing.  Whether or not the matter will be reopened is unknown at this time, however, we will review the testimony and documents presented to determine whether or not this is a “just debt”.  Mr. Livingston submitted substantial evidence that there was not proper service or notice to him of the civil proceeding, Julius Lowe vs. Taurus Café, Inc., Docket No. CV-03-0482997S. He provided substantial evidence of his correct abode address, which was not the address used by the plaintiff in such matter. Further, there was substantial evidence that Justin Livingston, the person identified in the return of service and lawsuit paperwork as an agent of Taurus Café, was not.  
The Liquor Control Act vests in the Commission a liberal discretionary power to determine factual matters with regard to liquor permits and to suspend or revoke the permit, after a hearing, if it deems appropriate. Dadiskos v. Liquor Control Commission,  150 Conn. 425, 190 A.2d 490 (1963). Based upon the substantial evidence presented, we do not find the judgment, Julius Lowe vs. Taurus Café, Inc., Docket No. CV-03-0482997S, to be a “just debt” and do not find the Respondent to be in violation of Section 30-47(1), Connecticut General Statutes.  This matter is dismissed.  
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