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MEMORANDUM OF DECISION

This matter involves a renewal application for a grocery store beer permit

for Krauszer's, 1959 State Street, Hamden, Connecticut. A formal administrative

hearing was held before the Department of Consumer Protection on May 11,

2017, at which time Sunilkumar R. Patel, permittee, appeared. The hearing was

held in accordance with Section 30-39(c), Connecticut General Statutes, as a

result of a legally sufficient remonstrance questioning the suitability of the

location. Remonstrants appeared to oppose the renewal of this permit.

Based upon the evidence adduced at the hearing, we find the following

facts: Liquor Control Agent Eric Gagne conducted the remonstrance

investigation. He spoke with the Agent for the Remonstrants, David Huston, who

informed him the Remonstrants did not believe the business was primarily

engaged in the sale of groceries in accordance with C.G.S. Sec. 30-20(c ). Agent

Gagne confirmed that 10 people named on the remonstrance petition were over

the age of 18 and residents of Hamden.



Liquor Control Director Jack Suchy testified at the hearing. He stated

there was no enforcement history for this premise in the last year and he did not

believe there was any reason to deny the renewal.

Two of the Remonstrants appeared at the hearing. They expressed their

concern that there were insufficient groceries at this premise.

Mr. Patel testified and submitted pictures taken from inside his store. He

also submitted a recent breakdown of sales to prove he does have sufficient

groceries to continue to qualify for the grocery store beer permit.

Based upon the evidence presented at the hearing, we do not find

substantial evidence to deny the renewal of this grocery store beer permit. The

determination of factual matters with regard to the suitability of the location of

liquor permit premises is vested with the Liquor Control Commission. Brown v.

Liquor Control Commission. 176 Conn. 428, 407 A.2d 1020 (1973). Accordingly,

we hereby deny the remonstrance and grant the renewal of the grocery store beer

permit of Krauszer's, 1959 State Street, Hamden, CT.
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