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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 486
Application for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the Construction,
Mai nt enance, and Qperation of a Tel econmuni cati ons
Facility Located at 796 Wodin Street, Handen,

Connecti cut

Public Hearing held at the Handen Legi sl ative
Counci | Chanbers, Menorial Town Hall, 2372 Wit ney
Avenue, Handen, Connecticut, Thursday, Septenber 19,

2019, beginning at 6:30 p. m

Hel d Bef or e:
ROBERT SI LVESTRI, The Hearing Oficer
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ZACHARY ALEXANDER, ESQ
PURA Desi gnee

ROBERT HANNON,
DEEP Desi gnee

DANI EL P. LYNCH, JR
M CHAEL HARDER
EDWARD EDELSON

Counci | St aff:
MELANI E BACHMAN, ESQ.,

Executive Director and Staff Attorney

ROBERT MERCI ER,
Siting Anal yst
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For TARPON TOMNERS ||, LLC
COHEN AND WOLF, P.C.
657 Orange Center Road
Orange, Connecticut 06477
By: VI NCENT MARI NO, ESQ
VMar i no@ohenandwol f. com

203. 298. 4066




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: (Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentlenen. This hearing is called to
order this Thursday, Septenber 19, 2019, at
approximately 6:33 p.m M nane is Robert
Silvestri, nmenber and presiding officer of the
Connecticut Siting Council.

G her nenbers of the Council are M.
Robert Hannon, designee for Conmi ssioner Katie
Dykes of the Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; M. Daniel P. Lynch Jr;,
M. Edward Edel son; M. M chael Harder.

Menbers of the staff are Ms. Mel anie
Bachnman, Executive Director and Staff Attorney;
and M. Robert Mercier, siting anal yst.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.
Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
citizen guide to Siting Council procedures are
avai |l able for nenbers of the public, and you can
find them over there near the speaker on the
t abl e.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative

Procedure Act upon an application from Tarpon
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Towers I, LLC, for a certificate of environnental
conpatibility and public need for the
construction, maintenance and operation of a
tel ecomuni cations facility | ocated at 796 Wodin
Street, Handen, Connecti cut.

Thi s application was received by the
Council on July 15, 2019. This application is
al so governed by the Tel ecomuni cati ons Act of
1996 which is adm ni stered by the Federal
Communi cati ons Conm ssion. This act prohibits
this Council fromconsidering the health effects
of radi of requency em ssions on human health and
wldlife to the extent the em ssions fromtowers
are within the federal acceptable safe limts
st andards, which standard is also foll owed by the
State Departnent of Public Health.

The federal act also prohibits this
Council fromdiscrimnating between and anobngst
provi ders of functionally equival ent services.
This neans that if one carrier already provides
service for an area other carriers have a right to
conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicant published notice of the
filing of the application to the Council in the

New Haven Regi ster on June 7, 2019. The Council's
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| egal notice of the date and tine of this hearing
was published in the New Haven Regi ster on
August 20, 2019.

Upon this Council's request the
applicant erected a sign at the proposed site so
as to informthe public of the name of the
applicant, the type of facility, the hearing date
and | ocation, and contact information for the
Counci | .

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
staff and public personally conducted a field
revi ew of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing session toni ght has been
reserved for the public to nake short statenents
into the record. These public statenents are not
subject to questions fromthe applicant or parties
and i nterveners, or the Council. And nmenbers of
the public nmaking statenments may not ask questi ons
of the applicant or parties and interveners, or
the Council. These statenments will becone part of
the record for council consideration.

A sign-up sheet is available for those
who would like to participate, and again that's

over to ny left near the speaker on the table.
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As a remnder to all, off-the-record
communi cation wth a nenber of the Council or a
menber of the Council's staff upon the nerits of
this application are prohibited by I aw.

I wish to note that the applicant or
parties and interveners including their
representatives and witnesses are not allowed to
participate in the public comment session. | also
W sh to note for those who are here and for the
benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who are
unable to join us for the public coment session,
that you or they may send witten statenents to
the Council within 30 days of the date hereof and
such witten statenments will be given the sane
wei ght as if spoken at the hearing tonight.

We ask each person nmaking a public
statenent in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenents to the subject natter before the
Council and to avoid unreasonabl e repetition so
that we may hear all of the comments you and your
nei ghbors may have. Please be advi sed that the
Counci | cannot answer any questions about fromthe
publ i ¢ about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of

this hearing and deposited at the Town of Handen
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and the Gty of New Haven O erks' offices for the
conveni ence of the public.

Before | call on nenbers of the public
to make statenments | request that the applicant
make a very brief presentation to the public
descri bing where the facility is proposed to be
| ocated and why it is necessary, and what
alternatives were investigated.

MR MARINO M. Chairnman, Vincent
Mari no of Cohen and WIf for the applicant, Tarpon
Towers Il. Doug Roberts is going to be giving a
short presentation this evening.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,

Counsel or.

M. Roberts, please proceed.

THE W TNESS (Roberts): Thank you

Again, ny nane is Doug Roberts. 1'Il go
briefly over the site. W have the application
draw ngs here. W presented an alternate | ocation
for the compound, and that's on this set of
drawi ngs here.

But in a brief statenent, what we're
proposing is to run along the WI bur Cross Par kway
an access road and go down into a wooded area

between two wetland fingers in an area that's




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

really just woods.

We'll have underground utilities running
fromthe utility pole on Wodin Street along this
access road to the site.

The site itself is 70 by 40 feet, in a
75 by 75 | ease area.

And we have a nonopol e tower and
foundation, an electrical neter and a transforner
and tel co denarKk.

And the gravel access ride.

The conpound itself will consist of
radi o equi pnent wth a backup generator with a
propane tank. Pretty straightforward.

The tower itself and equi pnent on the
tower, like |l said it's a 120-foot nobnopol e
w th antennas centered at 120 feet. Qur equi pnent
is in a fenced conpound with security fencing
around it to prevent anyone fromentering it
unaut hori zed. And the radi os and antennas are
going to be |located on the tower platform at
120-f oot centerline.

These are sone details of a generator,
radi o equi pnent as well as the antennas
t hemsel ves. The only change different fromthe

docket application was we did nove the conpound,
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kept it the sanme size, but we noved it 22 feet up
cl oser towards the parkway so that we would give a
little additional buffer area to the existing
wet | and resource.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you,

M. Roberts.

Ladi es and gentl enen, when we call your
nane |'d ask that you cone up to the podiumto ny
right, and to use the mcrophone. | wll
apol ogi ze up front if | m spronounce your narme.

So wwth that 1'd al so ask you to spell your | ast
nane so we can have that clearly in the record.

Qur first speaker is Sarah
Nazari o-Messineo -- if | said that correctly.

SARAH NAZARI O- MESSI NEO Hel | o.

THE HEARI NG OFFICER Did | get your
nane right?

SARAH NAZARI O- MESSI NEO It's Sarah
Nazari o- Messineo, and | live -- we live on 784
Wodin Street, next door. And we pay taxes, first
of all.

There's an anti quated cel | phone tower on
W ntergreen and ny understanding is that one is

going to be renoved and is going to be replaced by
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this one. So ny question is, why can't you just
pl ace this cell phone tower there, and it shoul d be
able to provide the sane coverage?

| had to cut sonme of this because there
were certain things that you weren't -- | don't
have to discuss as far as health and everyt hi ng
el se.

There's not enough long-terminfornation
to prove that this is not going to affect us and
wldlife. W have the preserve that's adjacent to
the property. This cellphone tower will be -- if
| can see -- if | can see that, it's going to be
up agai nst the preserve that we have there.

And the nature preserve there, you have
beautiful wildlife fromthe bees to the
butterflies, to wild, exotic -- to birds to --
there's so nuch beauty there and we don't know if
this is going to affect it.

There's been a problem now w th bees
t hat nobody knows why bees are dying, and we don't
know if this is what's causing it. W don't know,
and we need that for our future and the future of
ever ybody.

So you know, it's sonmething that | want

all of you to take into considerati on because this
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iIs not just for our nei ghborhood. These peopl e,
this is not going to benefit our nei ghborhood in
any way. W all have different cell phone

provi ders that we have that we use it, and nobody
has dropped coverage. W have public coverage.

So if it's to conpete agai nst other
cel | phone carriers then use the ot her phone, the
other carrier, the other cell phone towers that are
there. But if there's an antiquated one there on
W ntergreen then use that one. Replace that one
with a brand-new 5Gif that's what you want to do.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you for your
comrent s.

Paul Messi neo, please.

PAUL MESSINEG | also live at 784
Wodin Street, which | am adj acent to the property
in question. Also the New Haven nature preserve
i s behind.

You see a | ot of neighbors behi nd us.
That was to our own doi ng because we were the only
peopl e that were given a notice, besides the City
of New Haven because of -- because they had chased
the property behind. So we had to go out and

actually bring our neighbors here to | et you know




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

13

because they're going to be affected by this as
wel | .

And to another point that | have is that
we need to have nore tine to |l ook at this as a
publ i c because sone of the things that are |isted
on the docunents that were handed out today sort
of state that sone of this stuff is from 1993,

83, '86. W need to further look into this
our sel ves.

I nmean, | know that we're not supposed
to tal k about health and everything el se, but
that's sonmething that when | bought this property
it was because it was out there and there was
nothing else around ne. | want to be able to keep
t hat peace of mnd for nyself, for ny children and
| want to be able to pass that down to them

So if | can ask everybody that's on this
panel, we would li ke to have nore tinme to be able
to look into things since we were given all of
these -- how do we say it? All these statutes. |
see themacross in different years. W'd like to
be able to further -- and look into that. Okay?

And that's all | have. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you for your

comments. Ladies and gentlenen, | only have one
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ot her person signed up to speak. |If there's
anybody el se that would |i ke to, please put your
nane t here.

And the person that | have is Cheryl
WIlians.

CHERYL W LLI AVE: Hel | o. My nane is
Cheryl Wlliams and | live at 772 Wodin Street.
| amthe first house at the dead end next to Sarah
and Paul, and then the 796 is the third house on
t he dead end of our street.

Wien | first heard of this cell tower it
was a docunent that nmy mayor sent to nme to | ook at
to read what the New Haven Regi ster had said, and
| do believe that was sonetine in August. And I
went next door to ny neighbors' and | asked them
what is this? You know, what's going on?

And t hey expl ained that they received a
registered letter to attend a neeting back in
March or April, and I was not invited. So that
shocked ne, but not only was | not invited, you
have a sl ew of people in that nei ghborhood that
had no clue of what was going on with the cell
t ower .

| called Mchell e naybe three, four

times, as she knows. And ny question was, when
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they put up the sign they put it up at the end of

the dead end so people still wasn't aware. So |
created a petition -- | don't know if | can submt
it or what | do with it, but | created a petition

and went around to ny nei ghbors, as many as |
could reach within the | ast couple of weeks and
asked themto sign it.

And these are the nei ghbors that are
agai nst having the cell tower in the nei ghborhood.
|'"ve lived in ny residence for 19 years, |ived
there peacefully. Now ny residence is being
di srupted with the cell tower.

Can | submt this petition?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Absol utely.

CHERYL W LLI AMS: Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you. And

t hank you for your comments.

Li nda Danaher -- if | pronounced that
correctly.

L1 NDA DANAHER: ' m sorry. I m not
totally prepared. | just heard this on the news

and | knew there was tal k of this happening.
THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Pl ease use the
m cr ophone. Thank you.

LI NDA DANAHER: Sorry. | have to
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apologize. I'mnot totally prepared. | heard it
on the news today and | knew where there was talk
of this happening, and | have a nunber of concerns
about this antenna.

Nunber one, it's near the Merit Parkway
which in the "fifties was built as a scenic
hi ghway. That was not supposed to be any type of
construction in terms of commercial buildings, et
cetera, and | kind of consider an antenna a
busi ness.

So I'mkind of confused why this would

be all owed to occur because that is a beauti ful

area of our town. | wal k around Lake W ntergreen
frequently. [It's an absolutely |lovely part of
town. | live at 915 Benham Street, and | have to

tell you the amount of wildlife we have that cone
t hrough our yard is absol utely wonderful.

I live in a wooded section. W see
bear. | had a bear in ny yard. | have bobcats.
| have all sorts of wldlife. And I just think of
the antenna as not really kind of going along with
that type of environnent. | worry about the town
of Handen. We've got antennas up, WELI down at
the bottom of our road. W have antennas on

Denslow H Il Road. W have antennas up West
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Woods.

This town has beconme a city and it's
very di scouraging to people |like nyself who |ove
this towmn. | love the diversity. | |ove the
di fferent nei ghborhoods. This is very sad. |
find that this is sad, that you're going to put an
antenna in a rural part of our town.

I think we have to really think about
preserving the character of our towns. These
antennas are not very attractive, and we don't

know the health problens with this. Wst Rock has

antennas on the top of it. | don't know why the
State of Connecticut allowed that. East Rock has
t ower s.

We have to kind of say, wait a m nute.
Wiat is this about? |Is this about maki ng noney?
Wio' s maki ng noney here? 1Is it the Town of
Hamden? 1Is it the private property owners?

I amreally concerned about the
character of our town. These poor people who live
near them they bought their property in the
under st andi ng that they had a | ovel y nei ghbor hood.
Now t hey're going to have an antenna next door?

I find it very sad, and | think our

| egi sl ati ve council here needs to stand up for the
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peopl e of this town.
We pay a ton of taxes. And you know

what ? People will say, why do you live in Handen?

The taxes are through the roof. Well, you know
why | live in Handen? Because | love it.

I love the people of our town. | |ove
the people of our town. | |love the fact that I

can conme here and speak to you, and hope that you
hear us, but enough is enough. W have antennas
all over this town. |It's really sad.

And | have to tell you another thing. |
read an article that this antenna is supposed to
help Verizon. | have Verizon. | have to tell you
|*ve never had a problemw th service in ny hone
at 915 Benham Street. | don't know. Have you?

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Ma' am just direct

your comments to us, please?

LI NDA DANAHER: |I'msorry. | don't know
t hat anyone el se has in Southern Handen. | read
an article -- | don't knowif it's true. It may
not be accurate. | read an article that this

antenna i s supposed to hel p Northern Hanmden.
don't get it.
Way shoul d the people in Southern Handen

have this antenna to |l ook at, to watch the |ights?
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| don't get it. | just feel |ike enough is
enough. There's plenty of antennas in this town
of Handen. | w sh people would stop with all ow ng

this to occur.

To the property owners, | understand
you' re paying high taxes. | don't know where you
are if you're here, but | understand that. W're

all paying high taxes and we're all trying to eke
out a living, but it shouldn't be at the backs of
your nei ghbors.

I just have a couple of notes | jotted
down before | stop. Wntergreen is a scenic park.
W have a few antennas over there that we have to
| ook at. And to be surrounded, that | ake be
surrounded by antennas, it's very, very sad.

And that's pretty much the gist of what
| have to say. And | again, | apologize. I
shoul d have been better prepared. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  No apol ogy
necessary. Thank you for your conments.

Dahlia Grace, which m ght be the | ast
person to come up to offer comments.

DAHLI A GRACE: (&ood evening. | stand in
support of ny nei ghbors, Wodin and all over

Hamden who are in opposition to this antenna being
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install ed on the property on Wodin Street.

| reside at 852 Wntergreen Avenue. So
we are directly on the hill above that antenna.

So this is our perspective. W get alittle view
of the sound. W get a little view kind of off of
the Merit Parkway. W get a view, kind of, of
this broad outl ook on the hill bel ow us, because
this is a pretty steep hill.

And so our new view wi |l be a giant
antenna with a light on top of it, and vari ous,
various little satellites on top of it to add to
the lovely green stuff that we see right now. And
it's going to help us to see anot her perspective
of our town that we really don't need to add to
our existence there.

There was a reason why we noved to that
spot, that spot itself and it has to do with the
fact that we can get a little piece of beauty and
enj oynment when we cone honme and we sit on our
deck. We can see this expanse that shoul d not
i ncl ude an ant enna.

And so that's just a little perspective
in addition to the wildlife issues, and we know
that there's going to be great disruption from

this construction that is going to take pl ace
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starting fromthe Merit Parkway digging into this
property that is already currently a preserve and
is next to a preserve in the city of New Haven.

So | ask you to consider these, that
it's a blight on the southern area of Handen t hat
is already getting challenged wth being built up.
And we are trying to preserve the green and j ust

the lovely nore rural nature of that part of our

t own.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you for your
comment s.

Ladi es and gentlenen, | don't have
anybody else on the list. |s there anyone el se

that would like to offer public comrent?

Goi ng once, tw ce.

(No response.)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Ckay. At this
tinme, |adies and gentlenen, the Council wll close
t he public coment session of this hearing.

The Council announces that it wll
continue the evidentiary session of this hearing

at its office in New Britain on Tuesday,
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Cct ober 22, 2019, at 1 p.m Pl ease note that
anyone who has not becone a party or intervener,
but who desires to make his or her views known to
the Council may file witten statenents with the
Council until the public comment record cl oses.

Copi es of the transcript of this hearing
wlill be filed at the Town of Handen and the Cty
of New Haven C erks' offices.

I hereby declare this hearing adjourned.
Thank you for your participation and pl ease drive

safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 6:56 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I hereby certify that the foregoing 22
pages are a conplete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of ny original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: DOCKET NO. 486,
APPLI CATI ON FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, NMAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 796 WOODI N
STREET, HAMDEN, CONNECTI CUT, which was hel d before
ROBERT SILVESTRI, The Hearing Oficer, at the
Hamden Legi sl ative Council Chanmbers, Menorial Town
Hal |, 2372 Wi tney Avenue, Handen, Connecti cut,
Thur sday, Septenber 19, 2019.

Robert G Di xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

55 Whiting Street, Suite 1A
Plainville, CT 06062

My Conmm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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