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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 485
Application for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the Construction,
Mai nt enance, and Qperation of a Tel econmuni cati ons
Facility at One of Two sites: 1542 Boston Post Road or

at the End of Kirtland Street, Wstbrook, Connecti cut

Public Hearing held at the Theresa Mil vey
Muni ci pal Center, 866 Boston Post Road, West br ook,
Connecti cut, Thursday, May 30, 2019, begi nning at
6:30 p.m

Hel d Bef or e:
ROBERT SI LVESTRI, THE HEARI NG OFFI CER
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Appear anc e s:

Counci | Menbers:

ROBERT HANNON,
DEEP Desi gnee

LARRY LEVESQUE, ESQ
PURA Desi gnee

M CHAEL HARDER
EDWARD EDELSON
DANI EL P. LYNCH, JR

Counci | St aff:
MELANI E BACHMVAN, ESQ.,

Executive Director and Staff Attorney

ROBERT MERCI ER,
Siting Anal yst
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Appear anc e s:(cont'd)
For Cellco Partnership and MCM Hol di ngs, LLC
CUDDY & FEDER, LLP
445 Ham | t on Avenue
14t h Fl oor
Wiite Plains, New York 10601
By: CHRI STOPHER B. FI SHER, ESQ
CFi sher @uddyf eder. com
914. 761. 1300
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THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: (Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentlenen. This hearing is called to
order this Thursday, May 30th, 2019, at 6:30 p.m
My nanme is Robert Silvestri nenber and presiding
of ficer of the Connecticut Siting Council.

G her nenbers of the Council are Robert
Hannon, designee for Comm ssioner Katie Dykes of
t he Departnment of Energy and Environnent al
Protection; Larry Levesque, designee for Chairnman
Marissa Paslick Gllett of the Public Uilities
Regul atory Authority; Daniel P. Lynch, Jr.;
M chael Harder; and Edward Edel son.

Menbers of the staff are Ml anie
Bachnman, Executive Director and Staff Attorney;
and Robert Mercier, siting anal yst.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.
Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
citizen's guide to Siting Council procedures are
avai |l able for nenbers of the public on the table
ri ght over here.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative

Procedure Act upon an application from MCM
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Hol di ngs, LLC, and Cell co Partnership doi ng
busi ness as Verizon Wreless for a certificate of
envi ronnental conpatibility and public need for
t he construction, maintenance and operation of a
tel ecommuni cations facility at either 1542 Boston
Post Road or at the end of Kirtland Street in
West br ook, Connecti cut .

Thi s application was received by the
Council on April 1, 2019. This application is
al so governed by the Tel econmuni cati ons Act of
1996 which is adm ni stered by the Federal
Communi cati ons Conm ssion. This act prohibits
this counsel fromconsidering the health effects
of radi of requency em ssions on human health and
wldlife to the extent the em ssions fromtowers
are within the federal acceptable safe limts
standard, which standard is also followed by the
State Departnment of Public Health.

The federal act also prohibits this
Council fromdiscrimnating between and anongst
provi ders of functionally equival ent services.
This neans that if one carrier already provides
service for an area other carriers have a right to
conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicants published notice of the
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filing of the application to the Council in the
Har bor News on March 21, 2019. The Council's

| egal notice of the date and tinme of this hearing
was published in the Harbor News on May 9, 2019.

Upon this Council's request the
applicants erected a sign at both proposed sites
so as to informthe public of the nane of the
applicants, the type of facility, the hearing date
and | ocation, and contact information for the
Counci | .

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
staff and public personally conducted a field
revi ew of both proposed sites in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing session toni ght has been
reserved for the public to nake short statenents
into the record. These public statenents are not
subj ect to questions fromthe applicants or the
Council, and nmenbers of the public naking
statenents may not ask questions of the applicant
or the Council. These statenents will becone part
of the record for Council consideration.

A sign-up sheet is available for those
who would like to participate. That again is

| ocated on the table right next to the pole. As a
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rem nder to all, off-the-record conmruni cation with
a nenber of the Council or a nmenber of the
Council's staff upon the nerits of this
application is prohibited by |aw

I wish to note that the applicants
including their representatives and w tnesses are
not allowed to participate in the public conment
sessi on.

| also wish to note for those who are
here and for the benefit of your friends and
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for the public
comment session that you or they may send witten
statenents to the Council within 90 days of the
date hereof and such witten statenents will be
gi ven the sane weight as if spoken at the hearing.

We ask each person nmaking a public
statenent in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenents to the subject natter before the
Council, and to avoid unreasonable repetition so
that we may hear all the concerns that you and
your nei ghbors may have.

Pl ease be advised that the Council
cannot answer questions fromthe public about this
pr oposal .

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
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this hearing and deposited at the West brook Town
Clerk's office for the conveni ence of the public.

And before |I call upon nenbers of the
public to make statenents, | request the applicant
to make a very brief presentation to the public
descri bing where the facility is proposed to be
| ocated, why it is necessary and what alternatives
wer e i nvesti gated.

M. Burns?

THE W TNESS (Burns): Thank you. For
the record ny nane is Robert Burns. |1'ma
licensed civil engineer with the firmof Al
Poi nts Technol ogy Corporati on.

Before I launch into the presentation I
wanted to address a matter that was brought up
during the three o' clock session that we were
taken on as honmework. There is natural gas
available in Route 1 in the area of this, in the
area of the water tank on site A

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Thank you
M . Burns.

THE W TNESS (Burns): You're wel cone.

I['"ll be reviewing two site | ocations for
the proposed tower. The first one we're calling

site A That's at 1542 Boston Post Road. It is
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the site of the former Connecticut Water water
tank that has been taken down recently.

The existing site is fenced, currently
fenced in with a six-foot high fence with barbed
wre. Wthin that fenced in area is ground
equi pnment that is currently occupied by Verizon
Wrel ess, AT&T, T-Mbile and the A d Saybr ook
Pol i ce Depart nent.

There's al so -- you probably all noticed
the tenporary tower that's |ocated there now.
Whien the tank was taken down the antennas that
were on the tank were put on the tenporary tower.

As part of the proposed application
we're | ooking to not expand any of the fenced in
area, but would construct a 130-foot nonopol e and
pl ace antennas and platforns on the nonopol e for
the carriers that are there starting at about 126
for the center of the towers, and conmenci ng
10 feet down with each other carrier.

And the reality is the construction
there is just going to be the tower and sone ice
bri dges, which are essentially cable bridges that
take the cables fromthe equi pnent to the tower.
That's site A

Site Bis located at the end of Kirtl and
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Street which is west of the water tank site. The
proposed i nprovenents wll commence at the end of
Kirtland Street where it term nates and proceed
wth a 12-foot w de gravel driveway into the
wooded area approximately 70 to a hundred feet.

At that point a fenced in conpound wl|
be constructed, 60 by 50-foot fenced in area with
a proposed 130-foot nonopole in the center and new
equi pnent space for Verizon, AT&T, T-Mbile. And
there will be space there for future carriers.

The utilities to that site will be
pull ed fromone of the poles on Kirtland Street,
commence into the woods, and wll be -- will be
there to serve the facility. Site Awll have no
utility inprovenents because all those utilities
are currently there and acti ve.

Essentially that's -- that's it. Thank
you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you
M . Burns.

W will now call on Bruce Marcus to nake
a public statenent, followed by Heidi Wallace.
And if you can, please spell your |ast nane for
t he record.

BRUCE MARCUS: M nane is Bruce Marcus.
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Ma-r-c-u-s is the last tine. | reside at 1340
Add dinton Road -- and if you can hear ne from
t here?

' ma proponent of this facility, either
one, Aor B. I|I'man RF engineer, CTO of Marcus
Communi cations -- was sent to live here, too. And
| build public safety systens. And ny comment is
the tower should be a little taller to accommodate
the Town's proposed antennas at |east 20 feet so
that they can get vertical and separation for the
public safety antennas, and a possi bl e nm crowave
dish for other -- to reach other town facilities
that are being proposed in the future by the Town.

So it's in the best interests of the
Town to have this facility for the public and I'm
a proponent of it. And I think it should be a
little taller, at least 20 or 30 feet at either
| ocation to accommbdate the Town's facilities,
otherwise it's a go for everything. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you for your
coment s.

Hei di Wal |l ace foll owed by d audio
Marasco. |s Heidi here?

AVOCE (Unintelligible.)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Ckay. To keep
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things noving I'mgoing to ask Cl audio Marasco to
cone up, and then we'll fit in Ms. Wallace | ater.

Thank you.

CLAUDI O MARASCO Sur e. CGood afternoon.

d audi o Marasco, |last nane Ma-r-a-s-c-o0. |I'm
here to tal k about the | ocation of both towers.

Thi s afternoon | ooking at the ball oon
that was flown for the tower A | didn't even
realize there was a ball oon for tower B because |
couldn't see it, and that's ny whole point -- is
that the tower should be hidden. It doesn't need
to be on the Boston Post Road.

What | heard this afternoon about the
proposed site Ais that it's going to have a
si x-foot high fence with barbed wi re surroundi ng
it. Every tinme Water's Edge -- and |I' m enpl oyed
by Water's Edge. Every tine we go before the
conmm ssion here in Westbrook we're told that we
have to beautify our | ocation.

We have to put in additional
| andscapi ng. W have to naeke the town nore
beautiful, and this certainly does not nmake the
town nore beautiful. GCkay? This is an eyesore.
Thi s does not bel ong there.

Now one coul d argue that the previous
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wat er tower had been there for decades -- and
that's fine, but now we have a choice. Gay? And
gi ven the choice, the proper location for this is
of f of the Boston Post Road.

Further, for the safety of individuals
if that tower were to fall it would fall across
t he Boston Post Road creating havoc. M
under st andi ng from speaking with other individuals
is that a tower, if it is to fall it has to fall
on your property.

The tower proposed on site A woul d not
fall on anyone's property. It would fall on the
state property, which is right across the Boston
Post Road. Wiereas the tower on site B would fall
on our property.

Those are ny comments. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Hei di Wall ace, followed by Sid Hol brook.

HEl DI WALLACE: |'m Heidi Wall ace and
I'mthe Wetl and Agent for the Town of West brook.
And back in April of 2019 at our regul ar schedul ed
nmeeti ng the conm ssion had the opportunity to
review the application. They reviewed both sites
and they didn't have any objection wth either

site. They only asked that proper erosion
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measures were put into place prior to
constructi on.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Sid Hol brook followed by Julie Baret, or
Barrett.

SI DNEY HOLBROOK: My nane is Sidney
Hol br ook, Ho-1-b-r-o0-0-k, and I'm from West br ook
and I want to thank the Council for comng to
West brook. W wel come you here. And | know t hat
you have to nmake a decision, and maki ng deci sions
aren't easy. Having been a legislator and a
Conmm ssioner at DEP | know it's not easy.

When you read the application it says,
application for certificate of environnmental
conpatibility and public need. Well, | don't
think there's any question about public need. W
know that in today's world there's definitely a
need for conmmuni cations, and probably even nore.

But what is the definition of
envi ronnental conpatibility? Wat does it nean?
Wll, we all know that it neans, how does the
tower -- howis it conpatible with the surrounding
environnent? What is the inpact of that tower on
t he surroundi ng envi ronnment ?

And | think it neans nore than that. |
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think i1n this instance it neans what is the inpact
today of the environnent on the tower? How is the
conpatibility of the tower with the environment

t oday?

Now we all know that conditions in this
country and in the world are changi ng due to
gl obal warm ng and clinate change. Wether it's
mannade or not you can't dispute that. | don't
t hi nk anybody has -- well, there m ght be a few.
Anyway, we have seen a | ot of severe weather in
this area and we have seen seal evel rise happen
al so.

I work in New Haven at the water
pollution control authority there and when we nake
an application for clean water funding we have to
i nclude in our application some conponent that
deals with sealevel rise. W have to build to
that so that in the future we're not rebuil ding
t hi ngs over and over again.

Now | don't think there's a problemwth
this tower as far as sealevel rise is concerned,
but there is a problemw th this tower if severe
w nds occur |ike they have been occurring
t hr oughout the Sout hwest and out in the M dwest.

| turned the TV on about a nonth ago, and what did
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| see? | saw a cell tower go down on a hi ghway.
Fortunately no cars were there, but the cell tower
went down.

Now | know there's different types of
cell towers. |'ve done sone research on this and
bet ween the year of 2010 and 2018 there's been 46
cell towers that have col |l apsed. Mst of them as
a result of weather situations.

Gven that, | think that we have -- that
it would be al nbost i ncunbent upon this Siting
Council to take that into consideration, the
conpatibility of the tower with the weather. Wen
you travel down 1-95 or on Route 9, or on any
limted access highway for that matter, you
probably noticed lately that they're cutting all
the trees down adjacent to the highway. Wy are
they cutting those trees down? Because they want
to prevent those trees going into the state
hi ghway system

Well, here your decision is kind of
easy. You know, if you want to prevent sonething
from goi ng down onto the Route 1, which is vital
to the people in this area to nbve energency
vehicles, you don't put the tower there.

So | think the decision of this Council
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to consi der the application based on environment al
conpatibility requires that site B would be the
best option.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Julie Barrett followed by Pat Wi ght.

JULI E BARRETT: Thank you. M nane is
Julie Barrett. | live at 27 Kirtland Street next
door to where the proposed antenna |location is for
site B.

In ny opinion there is no conpelling
evi dence to support relocating the antenna from
its current location to privately owned property
along Kirtland Street. This proposal is for the
sole benefit of the Dattilo Famly. They wll
profit fromrent and may have desi gns on acquiring
the water conpany | and at some future tine which
woul d gi ve them even nore control over this
section of Route 1

This existing site has been functioning
for many years. | can't renenber how nmany, but
it's been since the twenties or sonething. And
there's no conpelling argunent to abandon this
site and nove to a Dattilo fam |y hol di ngs

property. There's no change in the 130-f oot
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height, to the worst, and the nonopole is | ess
obstructive on the viewshed than the water tower
was previously, which is an i nprovenent to our
communi ty.

The existing site was overwhel m ngly
supported at the | ast hearing on Decenber 11th,
including by the A d Saybrook Fire Departnent.
The i ncone derived fromthe water conpany benefits
the public, whereas any incone that is paid to
Dattilo for the ground |l ease will go for the sole
benefit of Dattilo.

And ny understanding fromthe | ast
hearing with the water conpany was that their
portion of the revenue -- they don't get all of
it -- goes back into mtigating their expenses to
the betternent of the comrunity.

The Dattilo famly proposal is to the
detrinment of our residential neighborhood and
shoul d be disqualified, and there's no conpelling
I nprovenment to the comunity of Westbrook or our
nei ghbor hood.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you. Pat
Wight foll owed by Karen Hyde, pl ease.

PATRI CIl A V\RI GHT: Hi . My nane i s Pat
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Wight. | live on 37 Kirtland Street in
West br ook, Connecticut. M/ whole thing is there's
a tower that's already there and ny house is the
one that's going to get hit if the tower does cone
down. So |I'm not too happy about where it's going
to be on the B one either.

Sol -- the only thing that | have to
say is the road isn't wide enough. It's a private
road. Now Water's Edge owns the road, and they do
not take care of it at all. The road is a ness.
|'ve lived there since |I've been ten years ol d.
It's never been like this. | call themup all the
time and conpl ain about it.

No one fixes the road. It was always a
private road. |It's never been for access for all
t hese things that they have going to go down
there. It's -- no one nmaintains the road
what soever. It's just a ness, and | can't imagi ne
that it's going to get any better with anot her --
nore tower, anything to do with Water's Edge goi ng
down there, because it's just been a ness and
that's all | really have to say.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Karen Hyde foll owed by Don Schumacher.

KAREN HYDE: H . |'m Karen Hyde,
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Hy-d-e. And | don't live intown. | live in
Killingworth, but | own property on the corner
of -- well, it's 1506 Boston Post Road and it's on

the corner of Kirtland Street. And | grew up at
27 Kirtland Street.

Fromwhen | was two years old the water
conpany property, the water tower was al ways
there. It was not obtrusive. | feel that, you
know, for Pat's sake and ny sister's sake that
putting a tower there will affect their property
value. And if the tower should cone down it wll
fall on their properties, not on, you know,
vacant -- not across the street.

Al so as far as that goes | don't feel
that, you know, if a tower cones down it cones
down. Are you going to worry about the tel ephone
pol es too, and take themall down? So that's
really all | have to say. | just feel it would be
better left where it is.

Al so for boating reasons we used to --
|"ma sailor. W'd sail right to the -- that was
our navigation spot, the water conpany tower. So
years of doing that just -- and | know a | ot of
ot her boaters that use that for navigating.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.
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Don Schumacher foll owed by Tony Cozza.

DON SCHUMACHER: Wel |, good eveni ng ny
nane i s Don Schumacher, S-c-h-u-ma-c-h-e-r. |I'm
here tonight to represent Connecticut Water.

Connecticut Water has worked cl osely
wth MCM and supports the proposal to construct a
conmmuni cati ons structure on the | and owned by
Connecticut Water. The site proposed is the sane
parcel where the tenporary structure is |ocated
now and is the forner site of the conpany
West br ook wat er tank.

We receive benefits associated wth our
site. Qur custoners of Connecticut Water
i ncluding nore than 2,000 residents here in
West br ook woul d benefit because all revenues
generated fromtel econmuni cati on | eases on the
property would be used to fund utility operations
as required by the Connecticut Public Uility
Regul atory Aut hority, whose revenue stream woul d
hel p Connecticut Water to mnim ze the future rate
i ncr eases.

The site is preferred by existing
carriers because their equipnent and utility
infrastructure such as power are already on site

whi ch avoi ds potential construction and additi onal
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costs.

The ot her proposed site would nove the
new tower closer to the residential nei ghborhoods.
Connecti cut Water and MCM have of fered space on
the structure to the | ocal energency
conmmuni cations at no nonthly or rental fees.

Connecticut Water's strong preference is
the existing | ocation, but understands the
| ocation of the tel ecommunication structure is the
deci si on of the Connecticut Siting Council.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Tony Cozza foll owed by Ron Lynman.

TONY COZZA: H. M nane is Tony Cozza.

That's C-0-z-z-a. |'ve brought sone props. |
have sonme coal. It's in a bag there. | didn't
want to ness up the podium | wanted to bring

sone di anonds too, but unfortunately ny wfe
caught ne going into her jewelry box, so that
didn't work out too well. Anyhow, | would like to
speak in favor of site B and in opposition to site
A

The first tinme | set foot in Westbrook
was 51 years ago this summer. Ever since then it

has becone a major part of ny life and the life of




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

23

ny famly. W think of Westbrook -- and many of
t he people of Westbrook think of it as a hidden
jewel along the shoreline.

In this jewel there's nmany di anonds and
| can't nention themall. But there's a ngjor
manuf act uri ng conpany, an insurance conpany, a
mall, a first-class nedical center, nmany mari nas
and restaurants. Al of them are dianonds in our
j ewnel .

One of the biggest dianponds in this
jewel is Water's Edge Resort. People from al
over the state, all over the country and all over
the world cone to visit this dianond. It's
ordinary people and it's very fanous peopl e.
There's probably a fanpbus person staying there
ri ght now

As Westbrook residents we're very proud
and would |i ke people to cone to our town to see
our di anonds, and we |li ke to show peopl e how proud
we are to have them So what do you think the
reaction of our visitors fromaround the world is
going to be when next to this dianond called
Water's Edge they see what anmounts to a pile of
coal ?

Pl ease don't do this to us. Put this
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coal pile where it is nuch less visible. Use site
B. Thank you very nuch.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Ron Lyman fol |l owed by Robert
Hagenei st er .

RON LYMAN:. My nane is Ron Lyman,
L-y-ma-n. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak. This is a very near and dear cause to ne.
| live next door to Water's Edge and, you know,
right near the tower. | live on 73 2nd Avenue.

And aesthetics are very inportant to ne,
the way ny office | ooks, the way ny house | ooks,
the way ny town | ooks. This is where | |ive and
it says a | ot about nme and ny famly and so on,
and it's very, very inportant to ne.

Now | also -- we all know we're in a
relatively small town, roughly 10, 000 peopl e,
whatever. And |I've al so been to hearings |ike
this in the past. And usually the people who have
no problemwth it or are fine with it don't
bot her show ng, because they have no reason to
bother. Ckay? The point is that there's only
usual ly a few that cone out and speak.

You know, the ones that cone out and

speak against it are usually directly next door.
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So yes, | think I counted three N MBYs, okay?
That were next-door. And they're literally -- of
course, it's next door to them They woul d rather
see it alittle bit further away, where it is
t oday.

But ny understanding is that this wll
break on its own site and stay on its own site.
So it will never hit their property and I won't
have to |l ook at it.

Now I'min the real estate business.
It's extraordinarily inportant for me and ny staff
to have good cell service, and there are a | ot of
dark spots in our state. In fact, ny whole office
runs with cell phones. W do not have hard |i nes.
This is a critical, critical issue for the
technol ogy the way our world is evol vi ng nowadays.

And | would | ove to have a hi gher tower,
but I don't want to see it. And | want it safe.
The | ast thing any of us want to have is iInstead
of having, God forbid three people concerned
because it's a little closer to them thousands of
peopl e having the traffic cut off and other safety
i ssues for Route 1

From a point of view of safety, first

and forenost -- and aesthetics | hope that you
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consider site two. Water's Edge has been a great
neighbor. | will tell you that the reason that

t he peopl e who were agai nst this property having
such | ow taxes are because of Water's Edge. They
have been extraordinarily good nei ghbors. [|I'm
very, very pleased to have themliterally a short
wal k from nmy house.

And in any case | think -- | just hope
that you fol ks see a way clear that we have an
opportunity to nake -- to take sonething that's
extraordinarily necessary in our current econony
and lifestyle to put -- make it taller, even
better and put it out of our sight and in a safe,
safe spot. | hope you consider site nunber two.

Thank you for your tine.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Robert Hageneister. | apologize if |
m spronounced that. Followed by Mke Dattil o.

ROBERT HAGEMEI STER. Robert Hagenei ster.
| live at 121 Little Stannard Beach Road which is
across the street fromKirtland. | used to be the
chai rman of the zoning conm ssion, and at that
tinme we worked | ong and hard on cel |l phone towers,
and we cane up with a set of regul ati ons.

Hopeful |y you've all had an opportunity to review
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them -- and they just recently changed. And
they're basically the same in regards to what we
had put together nany years ago.

W had tried to steer the towers to
pl aces where they wouldn't be a visual inpact on
the community. W chose sites and we nade it a
mandatory -- it was a request really nore than
anyt hi ng, because you all supersede our
regul ati ons anyway.

But the reality is we were searching for
five-acre lots, and that's where they went. And
SO our towers in our town, |'mproud to say, are
pretty well hidden. The one that wasn't was the
wat er tank. And because the way they're hi dden we
choose to put our towers, our cell antennas on top
of pre-existing towers, on top of buildings, on
top of water towers. Sadly they took the water
t ower down.

So the height of the water tower is not
even close in conparison, and it's not |ike I
don't feel for your opinions and |I'm not picking
on you. | understand why, but sone things were
said incorrectly. The tower is actually taller
than the water tower by a significant anount.

And there's anot her gentl eman here who
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was tal king about things that are near and dear to
me. I'mthe fire conmm ssioner and, you know, we
don't actually have an antenna on our own tower.
Qur fellow neighboring town who's going to speak
at sone point has two to ny know edge.

And so there's sonething in the works
where the tower could be taller -- sadly, taller,
but would facilitate our needs for the Town. |It's
sonething I'mal so interested in.

That being the case, the Water's Edge
property B actually -- and | have to be honest.
| ve gone through all of your information that I
could find and | couldn't find the height of the
tower and | couldn't find a bunch of other
information. And | know I'm not allowed to ask,
but I went up and | | ooked just prior to the
nmneeting. And so | don't have the specifics, but |
know that it's taller

I don't knowif it's taller than the

existing tenporary tower. | amassumng it is, or
it would be, but | can't answer for that one
ei t her.

But sonebody wote a wonderful letter
wth a list of questions back on May 4th. | found

that letter, but | didn't find the requested
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answers by May 14th. | would | ove to see that
informati on al so answered and nake sure that you
all get the answers to those questions that were
up on the website. Ckay?

For nme when | | ooked at all the Water's
Edge properties across the street -- and again, |
couldn't figure out where | ot B was because of the
acreage that | found listed. It didn't match any
of our Town or the State's online AS -- AS?
Whatever it is. The acreage didn't match up.

So | couldn't figure out which | ot of
them but they have many lots and it adds up to
way nore than the five-acre. And so not having
visited with you today at two or three o' clock I
don't know where the tower is intended, but I
woul d hope that -- because it's in an MDR It's
not in -- they nmade a new zone, so | apol ogi ze.
An MCD zone is where the existing tower is.

I do not know -- sonebody el se nade
mention of the tower falling down upon itself on
its own property. | believe the smaller lot, |ot
Ais .62 acres. The back lot fromny perspective
neets the needs of our community. One, that does
a better job of hiding the tower. Two, towers do

go down.
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And | believe M. Hol brook nentioned in
our state we have towers that went down across a
maj or highway. |t causes a great deal of havoc
for a good deal of tine because it doesn't just
get taken out of the way.

So they do conme down and ny concern

woul d be that whatever this designis -- |I'man
i ndustrial designer. | never heard of sonething
i mpl odi ng down. |'ve seen lots of YouTube vi deos

of these things coming down. They do fall down
and so for ne -- and | want to address the three
nei ghbors who live right next door -- into a
bi gger area where it has the potential to fall
w thout hitting any houses nakes a | ot nore sense
to me and to the board when we created the zoning
regul ations for it.

So | appreciate your tine tonight and I
hope you can take sone consideration for the
points |I've added here. Thanks.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you. Ladies

and gentlenen, at this point | have two other
peopl e signed up. | have Mke Dattilo foll owed by
Chief M chael Spera. |If anyone else would like to

sign up please do so right by the pole over here.

M CHAEL DATTI LG M chael Dattilo, and
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do own Water's Edge. To foll owup on what

M. Lyman said, you know, when people cone into
this town the last thing they want to do when they
turn into Water's Edge is to | ook at that
unsightly tower, that it's sticking up in the air
on Route 1.

And really there's no need for it when
we have land in the back of the buil ding where the
nei ghbors are conpletely protected because there's
a huge buffer around the hone. Were if this
tower were to fall on Route 1, | think it would
affect a lot nore. It may cause a | ot nore damage
than if it did back in -- out of the way.

So this tower went up. | think it's a
little disingenuous of the people that put this
tower up because all along it was supposed to be a
tenporary tower. All of the sudden | see people
fighting to keep this tenporary tower, neke it
permanent and |I'm not sure what happened si nce
then, but we would like to see that tower in the
back away from Route 1.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Chi ef Spera?

M CHAEL SPERA: (Good evening, | adies and
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gentl emen, and thank you for the opportunity to be
here to address everyone tonight. M nane is
M chael Spera. |I'mprivileged to be the Chief of
Police and D rector of Enmergency Managenent
Honel and Security for the Town of A d Saybrook.

And | know it m ght seemodd. Wy is
the town of A d Saybrook here at a Westbrook site
tal ki ng about sonme infrastructure on property
owned by the Connecticut Water Conpany in
West brook? But it is a vital piece of property to
the Town of A d Saybrook.

So part of ny responsibility is to be in
charge of our nunicipal and public safety
ener gency communi cations system And if you took
the town of A d Saybrook and pretty nmuch divi ded
it into thirds, one third of our town relies on
the infrastructure on site A

So |''m here tonight on behalf of nenbers
of the nen and wonen of the A d Saybr ook
Departnent of Police Services, the Add Saybrook
Vol unteer Fire Conpany Number 1, and the A d
Saybr ook Ambul ance Associ ation in support of site
A

So in Ad Saybrook we have three tower

sites, two that reside within the boundari es of
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the town of A d Saybrook and one at site Athat's
under di scussion here tonight in the town of
West brook. All three sites act as our ears to the
public safety professionals in the field. |If site
A was not used one third of our hearing capacity
for our public safety professionals would
di sappear.

So when | pulled up ny portable radio,
to many people in this roomthis |ooks |like just a
radio, but to ne as a police officer this is ny
lifeline. This is what | use to call for backup
when | get into a situation, or nore inportantly
when the nmen and wonen under ny conmmand get into a
situati on where they need i nmedi at e assi st ance
fromtheir brother and sister police officers.

When |'m serving as a vol unt eer
firefighter this portable radi o becones ny
lifeline when I'minside a burning building and I
nyself need to be rescued. This portable radio in
nmy hand becones ny patient's lifeline when |I'm
serving as a pre-hospital energency nedi cal care
professional, and | need to talk to a doctor over
the radio to get perm ssion to give sone
life-saving nedication to ny patient. This

portable radio is ny lifeline and without site A
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it doesn't work.

There have been many peopl e that have
cone before you tonight in this public forum and
it's outstanding to watch denocracy in action, to
be able to listen to everyone's concerns, whet her
they be environnental in nature, aesthetic in
nature, business in nature.

It's great that we are hearing
everyone's perspective, but the perspective that |
hope I'mgiving not only everyone in the room but
certainly the dedi cated nenbers of the Siting
Council is that site A becones a life or death
decision for the public safety professionals in
A d Saybrook. And when the volunteers or police
officers, or anyone in the Town of Wstbrook is
assisting us or we're assisting themin their own
town, that tower becones equally inportant to us
as wel | .

So | would ask that you take that into
strong consideration and our suggestion that site
A be the site where the new tower is pernmanently
construct ed.

Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER.  Thank you.

Ladi es and gentlenen, is there anyone
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el se who hasn't spoken already that would like to
of fer comment s?

Pl ease if you could say your nane
because we don't have it witten down, and
probably spell your last nane. |'d appreciate it.

RICK NEWBERG M nane is R ck Newberg.
| Iive in Westbrook, N-e-wb-e-r-g.

When | noved here 20 years ago driving
down Route 1, you |l ook at that magnificent church
st eepl e and congregational church, and then they
put in a Walgreens. And it really pissed ne off,
and "'mlike, | swore | would get involved if
sonet hi ng stupid was going to be put in again.

So you're going to put this eyesore with
barbed wire and fencing in the mddle of the town.
| don't understand it and | don't understand how
the radios won't work a couple hundred feet back,
or wherever that site Bis. |It's not going to
work fromthere? So |I'ma proponent for site B
and that's it. Thank you.

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER:  Thank you.

Ladi es and gentl enen, anyone el se that
would like to offer comrents who hasn't spoken

al ready?
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(No response.)

THE HEARI NG OFFI CER: Al l right.
Heari ng and seei ng none, the Council wll now
cl ose the public coment session of this hearing.

And before closing the evidentiary
record of this matter the Connecticut Siting
Counci |l announces that the briefs and proposed
findings of fact may be filed with the Council no
| ater than June 29, 2019. The subm ssion of
briefs or proposed finding of fact are not
required by this Council. Rather, we leave it to
the choice of the applicants.

Anyone who has not becone a party or
i ntervener, but who desires to nmake his or her
views known to the Council may file witten
statenments to the Council within 30 days of the
date hereof. The Council wll issue a draft
findings of fact and thereafter the applicants may
identify errors or inconsistencies between the
Council's draft findings of fact and the record,
however no new i nformati on, no new evi dence, no
argunent and no reply briefs w thout our
perm ssion wll be considered by the Council.

Copi es of the transcript of this hearing
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wll be filed with the Westbrook Town derk's
office, and | hereby declare this hearing
adj our ned.

Thank you all for your participation and

drive hone safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

concluded at 7:13 p.m)
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