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THE CHAI RMAN.  Good evening, | adies and
gentlenmen. 1'd like to call to order this neeting
of the Connecticut Siting Council today, Thursday,
February 22, 2018, at approxinmately 6:30 ppm M
nane i s Robin Stein. [|'m Chairman of the
Connecticut Siting Council.

O her nmenbers of the Council present
are M. Silvestri, Dr. Klenens, M. Edelson, and
M. Lynch. Menbers of the staff present are
Mel ani e Bachnman, our executive director and staff
attorney; and Robert Mercier, our siting analyst.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.

Copi es of the hearing program and Council's
Citizens Guide to Siting Council Procedures are
avai l abl e for nenbers of the public. To ny right
in the back al so a sign-up sheet is avail able

t here.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
Provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut GCeneral
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon an application from SectorSite
LLC and T-Mobil e Northeast, LLC for a Certificate
of Environnental Conpatibility and Public Need for

t he construction, maintenance, and operation of a
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t el econmuni cations facility | ocated on t own-owned
property behind the Southwest Fire Station |ocated
at 2 Westwoods Drive in Farm ngton, Connecti cut.
The applicati on was recei ved by the Council on
Decenber 22, 2017.

This application is al so governed by
t he Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996, which is
adm ni stered by the Federal Conmunications
Conmi ssion. This Act prohibits the Council from
considering the health effects of radio frequency
em ssi ons on human health and wildlife to the
extent that em ssions fromtowers are within the
f ederal acceptable safe Iimt standard, which
standard is also followed by the State Depart nent
of Public Health. The Federal Act al so prohibits
this Council fromdiscrimnating betwen and
anmongst providers of functionally equival ent
services. This neans that if one carrier already
provi des service for an area, other carriers have
the right to conpete and provide service in the
sanme area.

The applicant published notice of the
filing of the application to the Council in the
Hartford Courant on Decenber 20 and Decenber 21

2017. The Council's legal notice of the date and
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time of this hearing was published in the Vall ey
Press on January 25, 2018. Upon this Council's
request, the applicant erected a sign at the
proposed site so as to informthe public of the
nane of the applicant, type of facility, the
hearing date and | ocation, and contact infornmation
for the Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
staff and the public personally conducted a field
revi ew of the proposed site in order to observe
firsthand the potential effects of the proposal.

Thi s hearing toni ght has been reserved
for the public to nmake short statenents into the
record. These public statenents are not subject
to questions fromthe applicant or the Council,
and nenbers of the public making statenents may
not ask questions of the applicant or the Council.
These statenments wll becone part of the record
for Council consideration. Again, there is a
sign-up sheet near the door to ny right.

As a rem nder to all, off-the-record
comruni cation with a nmenber of the Council or a
menber of the Council staff upon the nerits of
this application is prohibited by | aw

| wish to note for those who are here,




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors
who are unable to join us for the public coment
session that you or they may send witten
statenents to the Council within 30 days of the
date hereof, and such witten statenents will be
given the same weight as if spoken at the hearing.

We ask each person nmaking a public
statenment in the proceeding to confine his or her
statenents to the subject matter before the
Council. Pl ease be advised that the Council
cannot answer questions fromthe public at this
time.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
t he hearing and deposited at the Farm ngton Town
Clerk's O fice for the conveni ence of the public.

Before calling on the nenbers of the
public, 1'd request the applicant to nmake a very
brief presentation describing the facility that is
proposed.

DOUGLAS ROBERTS: Good evening. My
nane i s Doug Roberts. |'man architect at Hudson
Desi gn G oup.

"1l briefly go over our site project
with everyone. |'m hoping everyone fromthe

public can see this. But basically we have a
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conpound, 50 by 50 | ease area. W're comng off
the paved area that |eads to the back of the fire
depart nent.

And our utilities are going to be
underground fromthe utility pole on Wstwoods
Drive along this access right here.

The di sturbance is approximately 3, 600
square feet, which would consist of the driveway
itself, the conpound, and the utility run.

Qur 48 by 48 foot conmpound has within
it exterior equipnent that is T-Mbile's wth
t heir back-up generator and propane tank, 130 foot
fl agpol e, which all the antennas are placed within
that flagpole. And that's pretty nuch it.

THE CHAI RVAN. Ckay. Thank you.

The first speaker -- and |I'd ask when
you cone up to just spell your |ast nanme to be
sure the stenographer has it.

And Rochell e Levins is the first and

only.

ROCHELLE LEVINS: Hi, |'m Rochelle
Levins. | live on 88 A d Turnpi ke Road in
Bristol.

Part of our property is in Farm ngton

In the back of our house, so we are on the golf
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course. | have a huge concern about this. Minly
ny two bi ggest concerns are health, which |I am
under st andi ng that the Chairnan did nention that
you cannot address. But fromeverything that |I'm
reading, it could be, and it does, emt so nmany
things that it affects our soft tissues
consistently, and that there's no way around that.
That's been proven. Many countries are | ooking

el sewhere to do this. They've pulled the towers
out .

And |'m just reading in your hearing
notice. It says the purpose of the hearing is to
hear evidence on the applicant's contenti ons that
the public need for the facility outwei ghs any
adverse environnental effects that would result
fromthe construction, operation and mai ntenance
of the property. To nme that infers right there
that there's an issue.

And, you know, | only ask the Commttee
woul d you want it in your backyard? W certainly
don't. W do have the golf course lights already,
so this is going to add nore |ighting.

And the second big issue that | have is
we're retired now Qur properties are part of our

savi ngs, our estate. As you get older, we |look to
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go into assisted |living, or whatever you're going
to plan, you know, your estate planning. And is
it fair now that because the tower that today

t hese gentl enen said was not even going to be
optimal, is it fair that 1'mgoing to | ose maybe
50, 000 or 100,000, or naybe not even going to be
able to sell ny property, a |lovely hone on the
golf course that we've spent 52 years in? | just
don't think that it is worth, you know, the
trade-off. And | would like the Town of

Farm ngton to reconsi der that.

They have a | ot of property down in the
flats. Wiy not there? Tunxis Community Coll ege,
ny granddaughter just graduated fromthere two
years ago. She didn't have any i ssues.

So thank you very much for |istening.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Is there anybody else fromthe public?

KEN JOHNSON: Good afternoon. M/ name
I's Ken Johnson. | live at 2 Pine Holl ow Road
directly across fromthe fire house. 1'Ill be the
cl osest neighbor to this tower.

| have two young kids. And out of that
whol e pi ece of property over there, |I'm surprised

it's right out in the open, it can't be tucked in
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t he corner.

Besides the health risks, |I'malso
worried about ny property. | nean, |'ve been
there 35 years, and sonme day |I'll have to sell it

and retire. But how nuch am | going to | ose from
property values fromthis 130 foot tower being
next to my house?

Sol'dlike you to really think hard
about it. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Anybody el se?

(No response.)

THE CHAIRVAN:  |I'Il close the public
heari ng portion.

The applicant had a homewor k
assi gnnent, and they apparently were able to do it
W t hout goi ng hone. So hopefully, M. Qustafson,
you can report back.

(Wher eupon, Dean Cust af son, Dougl as
Roberts and Dani el Gechtnman, havi ng been
previously duly sworn, continued to testify on
their oaths as foll ows.)

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): |1'd be happy
to answer Dr. Kl enens' question. Wth the

assi stance fromour legal team | was able to




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

review the Farm ngton Vall ey Biodiversity Project
Map, and the proposed tower facility is not

| ocated within a primary or a secondary
conservati on area.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): You're
wel cone.

MR. MERCIER | just had one question
regardi ng the shared generator. It had to do with
I nterrogatory Response 34, and it basically said
you could install one. | just want to nake a
clarification as to when that would happen. W'l|
just say if the tower was approved and T-Mbil e
went on and they had their own unit, and then
later in time Cellco canme out, would you
antici pate a shared generator at that point, or,
since T-Mobile already installed theirs, that
therefore Cellco would also install their own
rat her than having a shared? 1Is timng key, I
guess i s ny question?

THE W TNESS (CGechtman): Yes. As you
poi nted out, currently T-Mbile is proposing a DC
gener at or back-up propane on their further
Installation. So a shared generator would not be

needed until we had nore than one user of the
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flagpole. So at the tine where a second carrier
cane on the tower, at that point we would | ook
into a shared generator at that point.

MR. MERCI ER:  Thank you.

MR. LYNCH. Just as a followup. If a
second carrier did cone on, and maybe even a
third, but just a second for now, and they'd be
able to possibly use the back-up generator, would
that require a | arger back-up tank, propane tank?

THE W TNESS (Roberts): Yes, it woul d.
Ri ght now the DC generator that T-Mbile is
proposing is basically going to handle their
equi pnment. |If we went to a | arger generator set
simlar to, you know, sone of the large sites
we' ve done over the years, substantially bigger
t han t hat propane tank, huge.

MR, LYNCH: So that would nean the
buffer around the tank woul d al so expand?

THE W TNESS (Roberts): No, the 10 foot
clear, until you reach a substantial amunt -- |
think it's 10,000 gallons -- then the buffer
changes. But on nost tanks it's the 10 foot clear
fromthe spark. So if we had a 500 gall on propane
tank, which is 400 gallons of fuel, we would still

have that 10 foot.
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MR LYNCH If it was a 500 gallon tank
or 1,000 gallon tank, would that have to be fenced
in on its own, or could it stand al one within your
fenced-in area?

THE W TNESS (Roberts): It can stand
al one wthin our fenced area.

MR. LYNCH. Thank you, M. Chairnman.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Ckay. Before closing
the evidentiary record of this matter, the
Connecticut Siting Council announces that briefs
and proposed findings of fact may be filed with
t he Council no later than March 26, 2018. The
subm ssion of briefs or proposed findings of fact
are not required, rather we leave it to the choice
of the applicant.

Anyone who has not beconme a party, but
who desires to make his or her views known to the
Council, may file witten statenents wth the
Council within 30 days of the date hereof.

The Council wll issue draft findings
of fact, and thereafter the applicant may identify
errors or inconsistencies between the Council's
draft findings of fact and the record; however, no
new i nformati on or no new evi dence or argunent or

reply briefs will be considered w thout our
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per m ssi on.

Copi es of the transcript of this
hearing will be filed at the Farm ngton Town
Clerk's Ofice.

| hereby declare this hearing
adj ourned. And thank you all for your
participation. And drive honme carefully.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs

adjourned at 6:45 p.m)

109




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

110

CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 14 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Continued Public Hearing (Public Comrent)
I n Re: DOCKET NO. 480, APPLI CATI ON OF SECTORSI TE
LLC AND T- MOBI LE NORTHEAST, LLC FOR A CERTI FI CATE
OF ENVI RONVENTAL COMPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR
THE CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY LOCATED ON TOAN- OANNED
PROPERTY BEHI ND THE SOUTHWEST FI RE STATI ON LOCATED
AT 2 WESTWOODS DRI VE, FARM NGTON, CONNECTI CUT,
whi ch was hel d before ROBERT STEI N, CHAI RVAN, at
the Farm ngton Town Hall, Council Chanbers, 1
Monteith Drive, Farm ngton, Connecticut, on

February 22, 2018.

%&M U aild

Lisa L. Warner, L.S.R, 061

Court Reporter
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