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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 477
Cell co Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wrel ess
Application for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the
constructi on, naintenance, and operation of a
tel econmuni cations facility |ocated at 46 Cenetery

Road, Canterbury, Connecti cut

Public Comment Session held at the Canterbury
Community Center, Main Room 1 Municipal Drive,
Cant er bury, Connecticut, on Tuesday, Decenber 12,
2017, beginning at 6:30 p. m

Hel d Bef or e:
SENATOR JAMES J. MJURPHY, JR ,

Vi ce Chairman
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ROBI NSON & COLE LLP
280 Trunbull Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06103-3597
BY: KENNETH C. BALDW N, ESQ
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SENATOR MURPHY: Ladi es and gentl enen,
l'd like to call this neeting to order of the
Siting Council this Tuesday, Decenber the 12th,
2017, at 6:30 p.m M nane is Janes J. Mirphy,
Jr. 1'mVice Chairman of the Connecticut Siting
Counci | .

G her nenbers of the Council here
t oni ght are Robert Hannon, designee for
Commi ssi oner Robert Klee of the Departnent of

Energy and Environnmental Protection; Larry

Levesque, designee for Chairman Katie Dykes of the

Public Uilities Regulatory Authority; Robert
Silvestri; Edward Edel son; M chael Harder; and
Dani el P. Lynch, Jr.

Menbers of the staff are Ml anie
Bachman, our executive director and staff
attorney; and Robert Mercier, the siting anal yst
on this particul ar docket.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.
Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
Citizens Guide to Siting Council Procedures are
avai |l able for nenbers of the public. They're on
the tabl e back by the podium

This hearing is held pursuant to the
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provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut GCeneral
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon an application fromCellco
Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility and
Public Need for the constructi on, maintenance, and
operation of a tel ecomunications facility | ocated
at 46 Cenetery Road, Canterbury, Connecticut.
Thi s application was received by the Council on
August the 23rd, 2017.

This application is al so governed by
t he Tel econmuni cati ons Act of 1996, which is
adm ni stered by the Federal Conmunications
Comm ssion. This act prohibits this Council from
considering the health effects of radio frequency
em ssi ons on human health and wildlife to the
extent the em ssions fromtowers are wthin the
federal acceptable safe Ilimts standard, which
standard is also followed by the State of
Connecticut Departnent of Public Health. The
federal act also prohibits this Council from
di scrim nati ng between and anongst providers of
functionally equivalent services. This neans, in
effect, that if one carrier already provides

service for an area, other carriers have a right
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to conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicant published notice of the
filing of the application to this Council in The
Norwi ch Bulletin on August 17 and 18, 2017. The
Council's legal notice of the date and tine of
this hearing was published in The Norwich Bulletin
on Septenber 26, 2017.

Upon the request of the Council, the
applicant erected a sign at the proposed site so
as to informthe public of the nane of the
applicant, the type of facility, the date, tine
and | ocation of this hearing, and contact
information for the Council. This afternoon
menmbers of the Council, staff and public
personally conducted a field review of the
proposed site in order to observe firsthand the
potential effects of this proposal.

The hearing session toni ght has been
reserved first for the public to make statenents
into the record. These public statenments are not
subj ect to questions fromthe parties or the
Counci |, and nenbers of the public making
statenents nay not ask questions of the parties or
the Council. These statenents will becone part of

the record for Council consideration. A sign-up
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sheet is available for those who would like to
parti ci pate.

A remnder to all, off-the-record
comruni cations with nmenbers of the Council, or a
menber of the Council staff, upon the nerits of
this application is prohibited by | aw

| wish to note for those who are here,
and for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors
who are unable to join us for this public comrent
session, that you or they may send witten
statenents to the Council wthin 30 days of the
date hereof; and such witten statenents wll be
given the same weight as if spoken at the hearing
t hi s eveni ng.

We ask each person neking a public
statenent in this proceeding to confine his or her
statenents to the subject matter before the
Council and to avoi d unreasonabl e repetition so
that we may hear all of the concerns you and your
nei ghbors nay have. Pl ease be advised that the
Counci | cannot answer questions fromthe public
about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be nade of
this hearing and deposited at the Canterbury Town

Clerk's Ofice for the conveni ence of the public.
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Before | call on the public to testify,
I would ask the applicant to have soneone nake a
bri ef overvi ew of the proposal.

M. Baldw n, is soneone avail abl e?

VMR. BALDWN W are. Dave Wi npabhl
our engi neer.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Good eveni ng.
My nane is David Weinpahl. |'m project engineer
for Verizon Wrel ess.

Thi s proposed application is situated
in the sout hwest corner of the underlying parcel.
It consists of a 50 foot square fenced conpound
W th a proposed nonopole tower 160 feet in height
within the conpound. There will be nine antennas
for Verizon Wreless at the top of the tower at
157 foot center line. There are also additional
radi o heads on a platformat the top of the tower.

Ground equi pnent for Verizon consists
of a 16 by 9'4" equipnent platformat the base
with radi o cabi nets and a generator.

The access to the facility is utilizing
t he owner's exi sting paved access drive before
turning into a gravel access drive that wll be

extended into the fenced conpound.
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All utilities to the facility wll be
al so routed underground through the owner's
property.

That sinply is a quick summary of the
current | ayout.

"Il be able to answer any questions
t he public may have.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you.

So far we have only one person who has
signed up. So if anyone else is interested in
speaki ng this evening, please sign up for us.

Janmes J. Thoma.

JAMES THOVA:  Yes.

SENATOR MURPHY: What's the J for?

JAMES THOVA: Joseph.

SENATOR MURPHY: Joseph. Gay. I'ma
James J, but Jerry.

JAMES THOVA: W are the adjacent
property owners of this proposed tower. Actually,
If you were at our farm-- obviously, | couldn't
make it. | was at work. | just got here from
work. | mssed the 3 o'clock. | don't know what
| ' m supposed to say right now. | have a lot to
say.

The Siting Council needs to understand
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the 41.8 acres that is involved in this, that

al ready has an existing environnental issue. The
land is eroding into the |lake. So to put another
structure on top of this hill, all the water runs
down. This actual structure, the property goes
behi nd, nmy property, that has the actual aquifer
that is on top of the |land that holds all the

wat er for hundreds of acres. So to reward
sonebody to build another structure on a piece of
| and that al ready has an environnental issue --

| know that the Council went up and
| ooked at the site. But just because it's a
| eased site, you can't ignore the environnental
I ssue on the 41 acres that this site would be on
because the environnental issue on this 41 acres
is, | believe, and the famly believes, tied to
the |l eased |land. So any structures that go on
this property are going to continue to erode and
do further damage to the existing | ake.

It's a 20 acre man-nmade | ake that is
streamfed. |It's been in our famly for 96 years.
My grandfather actually built it. So for a
billion dollar industry to ruin -- they're not
going to ruin it, but the environnental issue that

is on that land is only going to get disrupted
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further. It's not going to go away until the
proper courses are taken for the environnental
i ssue that is in effect.

W al so sent in pictures. | don't
know, | think the Council got it. That woul d be
ny famly. M nother got put in the hospital
today, so ny famly is there. |'mhere. |
bel i eve you guys did get that, so |I'm assum ng
you' Il have that. But | speak for the whole
famly at this particular point because there's 30
of us. To get everybody here tonight woul d be
probably a waste of tinme. |'d rather have
sonebody tell ne where | should go with this
conversati on.

But the existing environnental issue is
nore of the reason. You know, to get anybody
i nvol ved to cone and see the issue on that | and
has been like pulling teeth. The DEP, | think the
best way to say it is this friend of mne, 1've
known himfor years. That's how | know the
probl em exi sts. You can kayak right by it and see
it. The Council wants facts. The fact is, when
we kayak in the water and you | ook underneath your
boat, the land has slid 6 feet to 10 feet into the

| ake. The initial silt fence that was put on that
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property 15 years ago got buried by the silt that
ran off that property. Then they put up another
silt fence that got buried. And now we put up a
third silt fence.

So any work that gets done on that | and
erodes down into the | ake. And that | ake shore is
al nost two acres of pure silt right now It's
probably 2 to 3 feet deep. So to have anot her
structure put on this property at this point,

m nuscul e as they make it sound, for financial
gains, there's no purpose or a tax value. There's
not going to be (inaudible) off this cell tower.

And the pictures that | have, if you
| ook at them we own literally a couple hundred
acres all around that land. So a detrinent. The
pi ctures | have are from our kitchen wi ndows from
t hree of our houses. W look at this cell tower.
There's a 4 foot balloon that you' re seeing today.
But if you -- | have pictures here that | could
display that if you were in that ball oon and you
| ook down over the 100 acres and the 20 acres
bel ow you, they have the nost nmulti-mllion dollar
view fromthe ball oon onto our property. So if
the property val ues, just on our sake, if we

wanted to sell the |and, we have to put in houses,
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whi ch would be nultiple house |ots.

to buy that mllion dollar view
to buy a house for
cell tower?
So it conmes fromthe road.
it's back in the woods. It

yard because we can see it

Peopl e want

Does anyone want

amllion dollars to | ook at a

They say
s right in our front

out of all our w ndows,

all three of our houses. So it would be a
constant rem nder. Once again, big business, you
know, that's what it's all about, | guess. It's
not really about the environnment or the community
or the heritage for 96 years.

So | renenber the | ast statenent here.
H storical wll be |like 100 years. WlIl, this
year is our 96th year since ny grandfather
purchased the property in 1921. So | guess we

fell four years short of fitting criterias.

So, | nean, | don't know what el se I
have to say, but | have pictures. | wanted to be
here earlier, but | deliver oil. | was out on the
road. | just got here. | didn't shower or eat
yet. So | know you can't ask questions, but | can
| ay out pictures. You wanted facts. These are
the facts | have. So thank you.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you, M. Thona.
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As | indicated, no one el se has signed
up.

| s there anyone el se here who wants to
be heard before the Siting Council this eveni ng?

(No response.)

SENATOR MURPHY: If not, we're going to
cl ose the public session here.

And before closing this hearing, the
Connecticut Siting Council announces that briefs
and proposed findings of fact may be filed with
the Council no |ater than January the 11th, 2018.

Anyone who desires to nmake his or her
views known to the Council may file witten
statements with the Council wthin 30 days of the
dat e hereof.

The Council will issue draft findings
of fact, and thereafter the applicant may identify
errors or inconsistencies between the Council's
draft findings of fact and the record. However,
no new i nformati on, no new evidence, no argunents,
and no reply briefs, without our permssion, wll
be considered w thout the Council's approval.

Copi es of the transcript of this
hearing will be filed with the Canterbury Town
d erk.
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| hereby declare this hearing
adj ourned. Thank you for your participation.
drive carefully this evening.

(Wher eupon, the hearing adjourned at

6:46 p.m)

CERTI FI CATE

And
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| hereby certify that the foregoing 15 pages
are a conplete and accurate conputer-aided
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Council Public Comrent Session in Re:
DOCKET NO. 477, CELLCO PARTNERSH P D/ B/ A VERI ZON
W RELESS APPLI CATI ON FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF
ENVI RONMVENTAL COWPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR
THE CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE, AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 46 CEMETERY
ROAD, CANTERBURY, CONNECTI CUT, which was held
bef ore SENATOR JAMES J. MJURPHY, JR , Vice
Chai rman, at Canterbury Community Center, Main
Room 1 Municipal Drive, Canterbury, Connecti cut,
on Decenber 12, 2017.

/ :

%&‘_* U aild

Lisa L. Warner, L.S. R, 061

Court Reporter
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