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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 474

The Connecti cut Light and Power Conpany d/b/a

Ever source Energy application for a Certificate of
Envi ronnental Conpatibility and Public Need for
the Greater Hartford-Central Connecti cut
Reliability Project that traverses the

muni ci palities of Hartford, Wst Hartford, and
Newi ngt on, which consists of (a) construction,
mai nt enance and operation of a new 115-Kkil ovolt
(kV) electric transmssion line within existing
Eversource, Amtrak and public road rights-of-way
and associated facilities extendi ng over head
approximately 2.4 mles and under ground
approxinmately 1.3 nm | es between Eversource's

exi sting New ngton Substation in the Town of

Newi ngt on and exi sting Sout hwest Hartford
Substation in the Gty of Hartford; (b)

nodi fications to a .01 mle section wthin

exi sting Eversource right-of-way of the existing
over head 115-kV electric transm ssion |ine
connection to the New ngton Substati on (New ngton
Tap); and (c) related nodifications to New ngton
Subst ati on and Sout hwest Hartford Substati on.

Publ i c Comment Session held at the New ngton
Town Hall Auditorium 131 Cedar Street, New ngton,
Connecticut, on Tuesday, August 22, 2017,
begi nning at 6:31 p.m

Hel d Bef or e:
SENATOR JAMES J. MURPHY, JR , Vice Chairnman
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Appear anc e s:

Counci | Menber s:
ROBERT HANNON
M CHAEL HARDER
DR M CHAEL W KLEMENS
LARRY P. LEVESQUE, ESQ
DANI EL P. LYNCH, JR
ROBERT SI LVESTRI

Council Staff:
MELANI E BACHMAN, ESQ.
Executive D rector and

Staff Attorney

M CHAEL PERRONE
Siting Anal yst

For the Connecticut Light and Power Conpany:
CARMODY TORRANCE SANDAK & HENNESSEY LLP
195 Church Street
P. O Box 1950
New Haven, Connecticut 06509
BY: ANTHONY M FI TZGERALD, ESQ
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SENATOR MURPHY: Ladi es and gentl enen,
I'd like to call this hearing to order this
Tuesday, August the 22nd, 2017, at approxi mately
6:30 ppm M nane is Janes J. Murphy, Jr. [|I'm
vice chairman of the Connecticut Siting Council.
G her nenbers of the Council are Robert
Hannon, desi gnee for Comm ssioner Robert Kl ee of
t he Departnment of Energy and Environnent al
Protection; Larry Levesque, the designee for
Chai rwoman Katie Dykes with the Public Utilities
Regul atory Authority; Robert Silvestri; Dr.
M chael W Kl enens; M chael Harder; and Daniel P
Lynch, Jr. Menbers of the staff wth us tonight
are Mel ani e Bachman, Executive Director and Staff
Attorney; and M chael Perrone, our siting anal yst.
This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.
Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
Ctizens Guide to siting Council Procedures are
avai l able for nenbers of the public over here.
This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedures Act upon an application from The

Connecti cut Light and Power Conpany d/b/a
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Ever source Energy for a Certificate of

Envi ronnental Conpatibility and Public Need for

t he constructi on, naintenance, and operation of a
transm ssion line that traverses the

muni ci palities of Newi ngton, Hartford, and West
Hartford, Connecticut. This application was
recei ved by the Council on June the 7th, 2017.

The applicant published notice of the
filing of this application to the Council in The
Hartford Courant and the Wst Hartford News on My
4th, and May the 11th 2017. The Council's | egal
notice of the date and tine of this hearing was
published in The Hartford Courant on July the
25t h, 2017. Upon this Council's request, the
applicant erected signs at conspicuous | ocations
al ong the proposed and al | -underground alternative
routes so as to informthe public of the nane of
the applicant, the type of facility, the hearing
date and it's | ocation, and contact information
for this Council.

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the Council,
staff, and the public personally conducted a field
revi ew of the proposed project in order to observe
firsthand the potential inpact of this proposal.

The hearing session toni ght has been
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reserved first for the public to nmake short
statenments into the record. These public
statenents are not subject to questions fromthe
parties or the Council, and nenbers of the public
maki ng statenents may not ask questions of the
parties or the Council. These statenments wl |l
becone part of the record for the Council's

consi derati on.

A sign-up sheet is available for those
who would like to participate. And | think that
sign-up sheet is over here at the podium

As a remnder to all, off the record
communi cations wth nenbers of this Council or a
menmber of the Council's staff, upon the nerits of
this application, is prohibited by the | aw

| wish to note that the parties and
i ntervenors, including their representatives and
W tnesses, are not allowed to participate in the
public comment session. | also wsh to note for
those who are here, and for the benefit of your
friends and nei ghbors who are unable to join us
for this public comment session, that you or they
may send witten statenents to the Council within
30 days of the date hereof; and such witten

statenments will be given the sane weight as if
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spoken this evening. |If necessary, party and
I nt ervenor cross-exam nation that began at the
hearing session held at 3 this afternoon nmay
continue after the public coments.

Thi s eveni ng we ask each person making
a public statenent in this proceeding to confine
his or her statenents to the subject natter before
the Council, and to avoid unreasonable repetition
so that we may hear all of the concerns you or
your nei ghbors may have. Pl ease be advi sed that
t he Council cannot answer questions fromthe
publ i ¢ about the proposal.

A verbatimtranscript will be made of
this hearing and deposited at the New ngton and
West Hartford Town Clerk's Ofice and the Hartford
Cty derk's Ofice for the conveni ence of the
publ i c.

Before | call on nenbers of the public
to make statenents, we're asking the applicant to
make a brief presentation to the public here this
eveni ng descri bing the proposed project, why it is
necessary, and what alternatives you investi gated.

KENNETH BOWES: Thank you, Chairnan.

My nane is Kenneth Bowes. |'mthe vice president

of transm ssion perfornmance for Eversource Energy,
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and also the lead witness for this proceedi ng.

The Greater Hartford Centra
Connecticut Reliability Project was devel oped in
response to a need for transm ssion system
I mprovenments identified by | SO New Engl and, the
I ndependent system operator. The project wll
address the needs, both thernmal and voltage
I ssues, and enhance the reliability of the
el ectric system

The proposed project has several
conponents as follows: A new 115 kV transm ssi on
| ine, which would extend a di stance of
approximately 3.7 mles from Eversource's
substation in New ngton, Connecticut, |ocated at
185 Cherry Hi Il Drive, through the Town of West
Hartford to the Southwest Hartford Substation
| ocated at 219 New Park Avenue in the Gty of
Har t f or d.

The new transm ssion line wll provide
a transm ssion |ine between these two substations
that are presently not connected. Modifications
to accommpdate the new transm ssion |ine at both
Newi ngt on and Sout hwest Substations are part of
this project as well. The reconfiguration of one

of the existing 115 kV transm ssion |ines at
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Newi ngt on Substation is also part of this
appl i cation.

The project route travels through the
Newi ngt on Substation to the Antrak right-of -way,
approxinmately 1.3 miles in Newington. This
portion of the project will be installed
underground for approximately 0.8 mles al ong an
exi sting Eversource right-of-way, which has five
distribution circuits for about 0.14 mles al ong
the State H ghway 173, WIllard Avenue, and then
for about 0.13 mles along a | ocal road, Shepard
Drive. At that point we will go onto the existing
Antrak and Fastrak right-of-way for 2.4 mles,
including 0.17 mles in New ngton, 1.64 mles in
West Hartford, and 0.56 mles in Hartford.

The Antrak right-of-way currently has
two Antrak rail lines, as well as the recently
devel oped Fastrak bus | ane, which extends al ong
the west side of the right-of-way. This new 115
kV transm ssion |line has been carefully designed
in consultation with Antrak to avoid inpacts of
both of these rail lines, Antrak's future plans
for expansion of rail service, and al so the bus
rout e.

The transm ssion structures along this
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Antrak right-of-way generally range from95 to 110
feet. There are two new -- or two nodifications
to the existing application around what woul d be a
new rail station in West Hartford. At either end
of the overhead segnent there's a transition
structure where there's transition from over head
to underground. Those will be approximately 95 to
105 feet tall.

The substati on and New ngton Tap
nmodi fi cations include expansion of the fence |ines
entirely on Eversource owned property. Each wll
be approxinately 0.3 acres. Overall, Eversource
has designed this project to carefully bal ance the
need for inprovenents to the electric system and
t he avoi dance and ninimzation of inpacts to the
public, to the environnent, to cultural resources
and for provision of a cost-effective solution.
The use of this hybrid transmssion |ine with an
over head and under ground segnents saves rat epayers
approxinmately $39 mllion versus the
all -underground alternative. Thank you.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you. We'll now
turn to the public portion of the hearing this
eveni ng.

Is there any elected officials who
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would like to address us fromthe public?

(No response.)

SENATOR MURPHY: If not, as it stands
now, | have one person that is signed up. So if

ot her people are interested in speaking this

evening, | urge you to put your nane on the sheet
if you're interested. |If not, that's fine.

Jonathan -- I'mnot sure of the |ast
nane -- Morreal e?

JACQUES MORREALE: My nane is Jacques
Mor r eal e.

SENATOR MURPHY: Spell your | ast nane
for us, and address, please.

JACQUES MORREALE: My nane i s Jacques
Morreale. | live at 123 Cherry Hi Il Drive. |I'm
here today --

SENATOR MJURPHY: I n which town,
Newi ngt on?

JACQUES MORREALE: New ngton, yes.

' m here today just to see what you had
in mnd. I'mglad to see that you had intended to
put it down underneath the existing lines through
my nei ghbor hood.

One of ny biggest concerns was that if

you put up a high power line, you' d be able to see
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it anywhere in the nei ghborhood, and it would ruin
the property values. So |I'm agai nst power |ines.

The portion that runs along the
Fastrak, | was so happy to see Fastrak go in,
because that was just a terrible area, and Fastrak
cleaned it all up. It's quite nice now.

And | 'mafraid if the power lines go in
at heights that you just described, that it would
| ook bad and nake the town, not only Hartford, but
al so Newi ngton, | ook bad when you drive by you can
see the power lines. They're huge.

If there's sone way to put them
underground, that's all | would like to say. |If
t hey put them underground there, keep it all
underground in the route that they intended, |
think that woul d be nost preferable to the
aest hetics of the towns invol ved.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you.

| lTost my list. |Is there anyone el se
who woul d care to address us this eveni ng?

(No response.)

SENATOR MURPHY: |If not, the Council
wi Il now cl ose the public comment session of this
hearing and resune the evidentiary session of the

hearing that began this afternoon.
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Do we have anything | eft unattended to,
M. Fitzgeral d?

MR, FI TZCGERALD: No, Senat or Murphy, |
don't believe so, fromour point of view W
rest.

SENATOR MURPHY: |I'mgoing to cl ose
this hearing, evidentiary, as well as the public
heari ng.

Before closing this hearing, the
Connecticut Siting Council announces that briefs
and proposed findings of fact may be filed with
the Council by any party or intervenor no | ater
t han Sept enber the 21st, 2017. The subm ssion of
briefs or proposed findings of fact are not
requi red by the Council, rather, we leave it to
t he choice of the parties and intervenors.

Anyone who has not becone a party or
I ntervenor, but who desires to nmake his or her
views known to this Council, may file witten
statements with the Council wthin 30 days of the
dat e hereof.

The council will issue draft findings
of fact, and thereafter the parties and
I ntervenors may identify errors or inconsistencies

bet ween the Council's draft findings of fact and
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the record. However, no new i nformation, no new
evi dence, no new argunent, and no reply briefs

W t hout our perm ssion will be considered by the
Counci | .

Copi es of this evening's transcript
will be filed at the New ngton and West Hartford
Town Clerk's Ofice and the Hartford Gty Cerk's
Ofice. | hereby declare this hearing adjourned.
Thank you for your participation, and drive
careful ly.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs were

adjourned at 6:48 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
| hereby certify that the foregoing 13 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Public Comment Session in Re: DOCKET 474,

The Connecti cut Light and Power Conpany d/ b/ a
Ever source Energy application for a Certificate of
Envi ronnental Conpatibility and Public Need for
the Greater Hartford-Central Connecti cut
Reliability Project that traverses the

muni ci palities of Hartford, Wst Hartford, and
Newi ngt on, which consists of (a) construction,
mai nt enance and operation of a new 115-Kkil ovolt
(kV) electric transmssion line within existing
Eversource, Amtrak and public road rights-of-way
and associated facilities extendi ng over head
approximately 2.4 mles and under ground
approximately 1.3 m | es between Eversource's

exi sting New ngton Substation in the Town of

Newi ngt on and exi sting Sout hwest Hartford
Substation in the Gty of Hartford; (b)

nodi fications to a .01 mle section wthin

exi sting Eversource right-of-way of the existing
over head 115-kV electric transm ssion |ine
connection to the New ngton Substation (New ngton
Tap); and (c) related nodifications to New ngton
Subst ati on and Sout hwest Hartford Substati on,

whi ch was hel d before SENATOR JAVES J. MJRPHY,
JR, Vice Chairman, at the New ngton Town Hal |

Auditorium 131 Cedar Street, New ngton,

@nnect I Cut , on AMimniiot 29 2N17
]

1

- i
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Lisa L. Warner, L.S. R, 061

Court Reporter
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