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STATE OF CONNECTI CUT
CONNECTI CUT SI TI NG COUNCI L

Docket No. 472
Application from Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon
Wreless for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the
Constructi on, M ntenance and Qperation of a
Tel ecommuni cation Facility Located at 541
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Bri dgeport, Connecticut, Thursday, June 15, 2017,
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THE CHAI RVAN.  Good evening, | adies
and gentleman. |I'd like to call to order the
neeting of the Connecticut Siting Council, today
Thur sday, June 15, 2017, 7 p.m

My nane is Robin Stein. |I'm
Chai rman of the Connecticut Siting Council. O her
menbers of the Council present are Senator Janes
Mur phy, our Vice Chairman; M. Hannon, the
desi gnee fromthe Departnent of Energy and
Envi ronnental Protection; M. Silvestri; and
Dr. Kl enens.

Menbers of the staff present are
our Executive Director Ml anie Bachman; and
M chael Perrone, our siting anal yst.

This is a continuation of a public
hearing that began at 3 p.m this afternoon.

Copi es of the hearing program and the Council's
citizen guide to Siting Council procedures are
avai l able for nenbers of the public.

This hearing is held pursuant to
the provisions of Title 16 of the Connecti cut
Ceneral Statutes and of the Uniform Adm ni strative
Procedure Act upon an application fromCellco
Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a

certificate of environnental conpatibility and
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public need for the construction, maintenance and
operation of a tel ecomunications facility | ocated
at 541 Broadbridge Road, Bridgeport, Connecticut.
Thi s application was received by the Council on
March 24, 2017.

This application is al so governed
by the Tel ecommuni cations Act of 1996 which is
adm ni stered by the Federal Conmunications
Conmi ssion. This act prohibits the Council from
considering the health effects of radiofrequency
em ssi ons on human health and wildlife to the
extent the em ssions fromtowers are wthin the
federal acceptable safe Ilimts standards, which
standard is also followed by the State Depart nent
of Public Health.

The federal act also prohibits this
Council fromdiscrimnating between and anpbngst
providers of functionally equival ent services.
This nmeans that if one carrier already provides
service for an area other carriers have the right
to conpete and provide service in the sane area.

The applicant published notice of
the filing of application to the Council in the
Connecticut Post on March 22nd and March 23, 2017.

The Council's legal notice of the date and tinme of
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this hearing was published in the Connecticut Post
on May 2, 2017. Upon this Council's request the
applicant erected a sign at the proposed site so
as to informthe public of the nane of the
applicant, type of facility, the hearing date and
| ocation and the contact infornmation of the
Counci I .

Thi s afternoon nenbers of the
Council, staff and public personally conducted a
field review of the proposed site in order to
observe firsthand the potential effects of the
proposal .

Thi s hearing session tonight has
been reserved for the public to nake short
statenents into the record. These public
statenents are not subject to questions fromthe
parties or counsel, and nenbers of the public
maki ng statenents may not ask questions of the
Council. These statenments will becone part of the
record for Council consideration.

A sign-up sheet is available, for
t hose who would |like to participate, next to the
podium | already have one nane here.

As a remnder to all,

off-the-record communi cation with a nenber of the
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Council or nenber of the Council's staff upon the
nerits of this application is prohibited by |Iaw.

I wish to note for those who are
here and for the benefit of your friends and
nei ghbors who are unable to join us for the public
conmment session, that you or they nmay send witten
statenments to the Council within 30 days of the
date hereof, and such witten statenents will be
gi ven the sanme weight as if spoken at the hearing.

Agai n, pl ease be advised that the
Council is here to listen. W cannot answer
questions at this tine.

A verbatimtranscript wll be nmade
of this hearing and deposited at the Bridgeport
City Terk's office and at Trunbull and Stratford
Town Clerk's offices for the conveni ence of the
publ i c.

Before | call on the nenbers of the
public to nake a statenent, | request the
applicant to nake a very brief presentation
describing the facility.

MR, ROBERTS: Thank you.

Agai n, ny nane is Doug Roberts.
I*"'man architect at Hudson Design Goup. 1I1'Il go

over the project.
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We are proposing a 100-f oot
flagpole in this, the location right here. This
is the building itself, the existing building, the
shoppi ng center. Qur access will be along the
all eyway to the east of the building.

Qur equi pnent sits at grade, and it
w || be behind a chain-link fence, as shown here.
We have a nodest sized conpound, 8 by 19, that
wi Il hold our radi os and generators, backup
generator. And we're doing sone | andscapi ng,
slash, civil work to put a little retaining wall
so that we can continue to have access to the rear
of the buil ding.

The hundred foot flagpole wll have
two arrays of Verizon Wrel ess antennas, as shown
on this, at 92 and 82 feet with an area bel ow for
addi ti onal antennas when deened needed.

And that's the project.

THE CHAI RVAN: | have three nanes,
but | only see two people -- well, maybe there are
t hr ee.

The first one, Hel en A gachosak.

A VOCE (Unintelligible.)

THE CHAI RVAN.  Well, she may have.

She may have been here, but she didn't -- she put
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her nane down. This is the part for the public,

SO -- but she's not here, | guess.
A VOCE  She was still here at
three clock. |I'msurprised she's not here.

THE CHAI RVAN: Mari a Pereira.

| f

you go to the podium pl ease, and spell your | ast

name, please, for the stenographer.
MARI A PEREIRA: M last nane is

Pereira, P-e-r-e-i-r-a. Chai rman Stei n and

menbers of the Council, thank you for comng to

Bri dgeport today. | would say, though, it's

really inmportant when you cone for a public

hearing that inpacts a specific comunity, that

you hold your hearing in that conmunity.

You' re in downtown Bridgeport. W
have many cl ubs and we have the Beardsl ey Zoo. W
could have held this hearing right in our
district, because we certainly have nmany el derly
peopl e, di sabl ed people who would find it very
difficult to get into downtown Bridgeport. So you
know, | think it's inportant when you hold a
hearing like this, you actually hold it in a
community that's directly inpacted.

I am a school board nenber. [|I'm

also the 138th D strict | eader. W have ten
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districts in Bridgeport and |I'mone of the el ected
district |leaders, and this is being placed in ny
district. And so we're a very active town

conmi ttee.

And we knocked on over a hundred
doors and spoke -- well over a hundred doors and
we actually spoke with 97 honeowners or residents
directly in the streets adjacent to the shoppi ng
pl aza. And al t hough sone peopl e were anbi val ent
over this potential project, the vast majority are
conpl etely opposed to it.

And | can tell you on our school
board we actually have T-Mbile who wants to
install a cell tower on one of our schools and
we' ve been debating it for nonths. Every single
staff nmenber in that school voted unani nously.
They don't want it, and the vast majority of
parents don't want it.

And clearly you know there's a | ot
of debate and different studies about the health
ri sks associated with these cell phone towers. And
you are putting -- the cell phone tower would be
approxi mately four blocks froma pre-K through 8
el enentary school that has 350 students in it.

And so | can tell you, | think as a

10
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town conmttee nenber ny job is not to sell a
project or work against it. M job is to share
information with ny constituents and have them
make an educat ed deci si on about whet her they want
t hat project or not.

And what | can say to you w t hout
question today is that our comunity does not want
this cell phone tower in our conmunity. W are
concerned about potential health risks and we are
conpl etely opposed to it.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

MARI A PEREI RA: Thank you.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Just one comment.
The site for the actual hearing is determ ned by
the town or city where we hold the hearing. W
don't -- so in other words, we asked the City of
Bri dgeport and they were the -- the city was
determ ned that --

MARI A PEREI RA: | understand that.
We just had sonebody down here for a huge state
I mprovenmrent on this Main Street, and they did the
exact sane thing. And so what you're doing is --
it's not you per se, but this is the Gty of
Bri dgeport. So you know we're not the nost

ethical and honest and forthright city in the
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state of Connecti cut.

And | will tell you I'mon the
Denocratic town conm ttee, not because | want to
be like them | want to be the opposite of them
We actually have honest ethical menbers of the
communi ty who have val ues, norals and principl es.

So |'mjust saying going forward,
whether it's this comunity or any ot her
community, if there's sites available in the
actual community -- we do have the Beardsl ey Zoo.
We have the German club that has existed for
al nost a hundred years. There are three that
are incredibly cost effective.

I wouldn't pay for this space, but
if you really want to hear fromthe community you
will hold the public hearing in the comunity, not
I n Downtown Bridgeport, which is very chall engi ng
for many people in our comunity. That's all I'm
sayi ng.

That's exactly what they said the
last tinme we came. Well, the Cty of Bridgeport
told us to hold it here, and I'"m saying to you
whet her it's here or anywhere el se, you know,
maybe you push back a little bit and see what's

t he space available that's closest wthin the
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community that's going to be directly inpacted by
this project. That's just a recommendati on.

THE CHAI RVAN: Okay. Thank you.

MARI A PEREI RA: So again. W're
conpl etely opposed to this. | just want to be
clear on that. Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN: | don't know if | am
pronouncing it right. Nessah Smth.

NESSAH J. SMTH. M nanme i s Nessah
J. Smth and | amthe council person for the
District 138. | received a letter froman elderly
gentl eman who is 94 years old, but he's just a
human being |i ke everyone else. He lives with his
daught er.

And accordingly, the cell tower is
right -- according to the top of his house,
because he |ives at 1056 Hunti ngton Turnpi ke and |
guess where it's going to be -- it's in close
proximty. So if you don't mnd, | wll read a
letter fromhim He's concerned about the
property value, the effects of quality of life,

t he generator.

That according to him he got

information it's very noisy. And he doesn't think

it's fitting for the area and he's wondering if
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there isn't any other |ocation you could have
found to, you know, to put up the cell tower.
However, there is a letter

| amwiting to you to nmake you
aware of a proposal to install a 100-foot cell
tower with a gas-fired generator practically in ny
backyard. This is the last thing in this whole
wde world | would need at this stage of ny life.
All I want to do is to live in peace with ny
daught er.

I'm 94 years old, and with the help
of the good Lord, probably a few nore years. W
don't need a 100-foot tower hovering over ne and
ny famly every day, and a gas generator that
could go off any tine of the day or night. The
noi se |l evel and the exhaust funes, unbelievable.

The proposal actually presents a
heal t h hazard and al so creates an attraction for
t he undesirables that hang around in the back of
the stores. And he is referring to -- | need your
help to reject this proposal in the nost
uni magi nabl e area that anyone could see. Wth all
of the wooden and isol ated areas in the near
vicinity you nean to tell ne the only area

suitable for this proposal is practically in ny
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backyar d?

At ny age this proposal has nade a
nervous weck out of ne. It is not the way |I w sh
to spend ny last few years. And it's signed
Har ol d Gabi anel I'i .

Thank you for |istening.

THE CHAI RMVAN:  Thank you.

The Council has al so received
letters fromthis gentleman. The council nenbers,
we have al so received letters -- I'"mjust -- from
t he sane gentl enan.

NESSAH J. SM TH. But | just wanted
to be here to represent him

THE CHAI RVAN:  No. Thank you very
much.

Ckay. | don't see anyone el se, so
| would just like to say before closing this
hearing, the Siting Council announces that briefs
and proposed findings of fact may be filed wth
the Council by the party no later than July 17,
2017.

The subm ssion of briefs of
proposed findings of fact are not required by the
Council. Rather we leave it to the choice of the

party. Again, anyone who has not becone a party,
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but who desires to nmake his or her views known to
the Council nmay file witten statenents wth the
Council within 30 days of the date hereof. The
Council will issue draft findings of fact and
thereafter the party may identify errors or

I nconsi stenci es between the Council's draft
findings of fact and the record.

And copies of the transcript of the
hearing will be filed at the Bridgeport Cty
Clerk's office and the Trunbull and Stratford Town
Clerk's office. | hereby declare this hearing
adj our ned.

Thank you both for your

partici pation, and drive hone safely.

(Wher eupon, the above proceedi ngs

wer e concluded at 7:16 p.m)

16
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 16 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of my original verbatimnotes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: Docket No. 472,
APPLI CATI ON FROM CELLCO PARTNERSHI P D/ B/ A VERI ZON
W RELESS FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONMENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOWMUNI CATI ON FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 541
BROADBRI DGE ROAD | N BRI DGEPORT, CONNECTI CUT, whi ch
was hel d before ROBIN STEIN, Chairnman, at the
Bridgeport City Hall, Council Chanbers, 45 Lyon

Terrace, Bridgeport, Connecticut, June 15, 2017.

Robert G D xon, CVR-M 857

Not ary Public

BCT Reporting, LLC

PO Box 1774

Bristol, Connecticut 06011

My Conm ssion Expires: 6/30/2020
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