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THE CHAI RVAN:  Good afternoon, | adies
and gentlenen. |I'd like to call to order this
heari ng of the Connecticut Siting Council on
Docket 471, today, Tuesday, May 2, 2017, at
approximately 3 ppm M nane is Robin Stein. |I'm
Chairman of the Siting Council. O her nenbers of
the Council present are Senator Murphy, our Vice
Chai rman; M. Hannon, designee fromthe Depart nent
of Energy and Environnental Protection; M.
Levesque, designee fromthe Public Utilities
Regul atory Authority; M. Harder; Dr. Kl enens;
menbers of the staff present are Attorney Ml ani e
Bachman, our executive director; and Robert
Mercier, our siting anal yst.

This hearing is held pursuant to the
provisions of Title 16 of the Connecticut General
Statutes, and of the Uniform Adm nistrative
Procedure Act upon an application fromCellco
Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wreless for a
Certificate of Environnental Conpatibility and
Public Need for the constructi on, maintenance, and
operation of a telecomunications facility | ocated
at 208 Kirk Road in Handen, Connecticut. This
application was received by the Council on March

3, 2017.
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As a remnder to all, off-the-record
communi cation wth a nenber of the Council or a
menber of the Council staff, upon the nerits of
this application is prohibited by |aw.

The parties and intervenors to the
proceeding are as follows: Cellco Partnership/
Verizon, Attorney Bal dwi n, Robi nson & Col e;
Patricia Sorrentino, Attorney Burt Cohen and
Bri dget D Angel o.

We will proceed in accordance with the
pr epar ed agenda, copies of which are avail abl e
here to ny left. Also avail able are copies of the
Council's Ctizens Guide to Siting Council
Procedures. At the end of this afternoon session,
we Wil recess and resunme again at 7 p.m for the
publ i c comrent sessi on.

The 7 p.m public coment session wll
be reserved for the public to nmake brief ora
statenents into the record. | wish to note that
parties and intervenors, including their
representatives and wi tnesses, are not allowed to
participate in the public coment session. | also
wish to note for those who are here, and for the
benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who are

unable to join us for the public coment session,
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that you or they may send witten statenments to
the Council wthin 30 days of the date hereof; and
such witten statenents will be given the sane
wei ght as if spoken at the hearing. |If necessary,
party and intervenor presentations nmay continue
after the public coment session, if tinme renmains.
A verbatimtranscript will be made of this hearing
and deposited with the Town Cerk's Ofice in
Handen for the conveni ence of the public.

Is there any public official that would
li ke to speak at this tine?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:.  We have two notions.

The Council received a request from El ena

CGeanuracos. | apol ogize, and | guess apol ogi ze in
the evening, too, if | mspronounce people's
nanes. It's dated April 25, 2017, for intervenor

status in this proceeding. However, this request
was W t hdrawn yest er day.

Al so, the applicant objected to Itens 1
t hrough 4 of Ms. Sorrentino's April 6, 2017
interrogatories. And Attorney Bachman nay wi sh to
coment .

MS. BACHMAN:  Thank you, M. Chairnman.

The responses to interrogatories Nunber 1 to 4
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submtted to the applicant by Ms. Sorrentino, the
applicant did provide limted responses to those
interrogatories that are sufficient, given the
scope of the proceeding, and therefore staff
recommends that the objection be sustained.

THE CHAIRVAN: Do | have a notion?

DR. KLEMENS: So noved.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Second?

SENATOR MURPHY: Second.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Any di scussi on?

All those in favor of the notion,
signify by saying aye?

THE COUNCI L: Aye.

THE CHAI RMVAN. Qpposed? Abstention?

(No response.)

THE CHAI RVAN:  The notion carries.

| wish to call your attention to those
itens shown on the hearing program marked as Ronman

Nunmeral |.D, Itens 1 through 67. Does the

applicant or any party or intervenor have any

objection to the addition of Itens 1-67 the

Counci | has adm nistratively noticed?
MR. BALDWN. No objection,
M. Chai r man.

MR. COHEN. No objection, M. Chairman.
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be adm ni st

THE CHAI RMAN:  Seei ng none, these wll

ratively noticed, as well as all the

exi sting docunents, statenents, and comments.

SENATOR MJURPHY: M. Chairman, |'d |ike

to indicate for the record that at the field

review | ran into Robert LaSaracina who |I've known

for years.

He was a very successful CPA.

THE COURT REPORTER |I'm having a

little trouble hearing you. Do you have your

m ke?

you.

SENATOR MJURPHY: "Il start over for

THE COURT REPORTER: Thank you.
SENATOR MJURPHY: At the field review

today | ran into M. Robert LaSaracina who | have

known for years who practiced accounting as a CPA

i n Norw ch,

and | was practicing law. During that

time | represented that he did work for ne, and

Vi ce-ver sa.

| know of no instance in ny

recol | ecti on where we had opposition, or got

involved in litigation agai nst each other, or any

reason t hat
LaSar aci na.
I nt ervenor,

ny persona

| feel prejudiced for or against M.
Apparently he's a good friend of the
Patricia Sorrentino. Notw thstanding,

feelings on it, | leave it to the
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parties and the Council to determ ne whether or
not they mght feel a potential conflict and ask
nme to excuse nyself. 1'd be happy to do so. So
at this point I just want it reflected in the
record, M. Chairman.

THE CHAI RVAN. Thank you. Do either of
the parties --

MR COHEN. [If | nay be heard,
M. Chairman? M. LaSaracina is a friend, a
long-tinme friend of nmy client, and we certainly
have no objection. There's nothing inproper. And
| coormend M. Miurphy for just disclosing that.
But just a friend. Thank you.

THE CHAI RMAN.  Ckay. So since there's
no objection, we'll continue.

Ch, Attorney Bal dw n.

MR. BALDW N. Thank you. | thank
Senat or Murphy for disclosing that information.
G ven our experience over the years, we believe
M. Mirphy is of the highest integrity, and we
have no problemwi th himcontinuing in his role as
an active Council nenber in this proceeding.
Thank you very nmuch for disclosing that.

THE CHAI RVAN: Ckay. W Il the

appl i cant now, Attorney Bal dw n, present your
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W t ness panel for the purpose of taking the oath?
MR. BALDWN:. Certainly, M. Chairnman.
Good afternoon again. Kenneth Bal dwi n on behal f
of Cell co Partnership, doing business as Verizon
Wreless. Qur wtness panel consists of the
followm ng nmenbers: First to ny left, far left, to
your right, M. Jaine Laredo. M. Laredo is a
radi o frequency engineer with Verizon Wrel ess
responsi ble for the Handen 8 search area. To ny
i medi ate left | have M. Anthony Befera, nanager
of real estate and project inplenentation for
Verizon Wreless. To ny right is R chard Couch
with Martinez Couch, a professional civil engineer
working on this project. To M. Couch's right is
Dave Wi npahl, al so a professional engineer with
On Air Engineering. To M. Winpahl's right is
M. Libertine, and Dean Gustafson with All-Points
Technol ogy. M. Libertine, as you know, is the
director of siting and permtting for All-Points
Technol ogy, and is responsible for all
environnental reviews. M. Qustafson is a senior
wet | and scientist, and professional soil scientist
with All-Points Technol ogy Corporation. And
offer themat this point to be sworn in,

M . Chai r nan.

10
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ANTHONY BEFERA

RI CHARD C OUCH,

DEAN GUSTAFSON,

JAI ME LAREDOQO

MI CHAEL LI BERTI NE

DAVI D WEI NP AHL,
call ed as witnesses, being first duly sworn
by Attorney Bachnan, were exam ned and
testified on their oaths as foll ows:

MS. BACHMAN. Thank you.

MR. BALDWN. M. Chairnman, we have
eight exhibits that are listed in the hearing
program under Roman |1, Section B, listed as
Exhibits 1 through 8. And we offer themat this
tine for identification purposes, only subject to
verification by the witness panel. And | would
al so subnmit that these include, as Itens 7 and 8,
there are two exhibits that we submtted to the
Council electronically yesterday, copies of which
have been brought with us today and provi ded
electronically to Attorney Cohen on behalf his
client, Ms. Sorrentino. And that includes the
Natural Diversity Data Base determ nation letter,

and a plan show ng the alternative access that we

tal ked about a little bit today in the field wal k.

11
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DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

MR. BALDWN. | would ask the w tness
panel to confirm D d you prepare, or assist in
t he preparation, of the exhibits listed in the
heari ng program under Roman |1, Section B, Itens 1
t hr ough 8?

M. Laredo?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): Yes, | did.

MR. BALDWN. M. Befera?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Yes, | did.

MR. BALDWN. M. Couch?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes, | did.

MR. BALDW N M. Weinpahl ?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Yes, | did.

MR. BALDWN. M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Yes.

MR. BALDWN. M. Custafson?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): Yes.

MR. BALDWN:. Do you have any
corrections, nodifications, or clarifications that
you'd like to make to any of those exhibits at
this point?

M. Laredo?

THE WTNESS (Laredo): No, | don't.

MR. BALDWN. M. Befera?
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THE WTNESS (Befera): No, | don't.

MR, BALDW N: M. Couch?

THE W TNESS ( Couch): No, | don't.

MR. BALDWN. M. Wi npahl ?

THE W TNESS (Weinpahl): No, | don't.

MR. BALDWN. M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | do have one
correction to point out to the Council. In
Exhi bit 6, attachnment 1, which are the responses
to the interrogatories by the intervenor, we took
phot ogr aphs, as requested, from/l ocations within
t he proposed devel opnent area. Unfortunately, |
happened to catch these | ast night when | was
review ng the photo | ocations that are shown on
the first attachnment graphic, which is the map.
The photo | ocations are actually incorrect that
are shown here. Wat we did in photo location 1
where we are showing it, and indicating this is
t he proposed tower location, that's actually
closer to the hone than is depicted. And in
actuality, it is generally in the location of the
sout herl y-nost | ocati on shown on that graphic nmap.
So it would be essentially at the fence |line of
the conpound. And then simlarly, we would be

novi ng even further south to about the edge of the
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clearing of the road. So

| just wanted to point

that out that those photos are actually cl oser

t han what is depicted on

t hey woul d represent the

clearing to the adjacent
MR, BALDW N:

corrections or nodificati

t he photo key nap, but

cl osest | ocations to the
properly owner.
M. Qustafson, any

ons?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): No

corrections or nodificati
VMR. BALDW N:

cont ai ned i n those exhi bi

ons.

And is the information

ts with those corrections

and clarifications true and accurate to the best

of your know edge?

M. Laredo?

THE
BALDW N:
THE
BALDW N:
THE
BALDW N:
THE
BALDW N:
THE
BALDW N:

THE

W TNESS ( Lar edo) :

W TNESS ( Befera):

W TNESS ( Couch):

W TNESS (Wei npahl):

W TNESS (Li bertine):

W TNESS ( Gust af son):

Yes.
M. Befera?

Yes.
M. Couch?

Yes.

M . Wei npahl ?
Yes.
M. Libertine?
Yes.
M. Custafson?

Yes.

14
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MR. BALDWN:. And do you adopt the

I nformation contained in those exhibits as your

testinony for this proceedi ng?

M. Laredo?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): Yes, | do.
MR. BALDWN. M. Befera?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Yes.

MR, BALDW N: M. Couch?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes, | do.
MR. BALDWN. M. Wi npahl ?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Yes.

MR. BALDWN. M. Libertine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Yes.
MR. BALDWN. M. CGustafson?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): Yes.
MR. BALDWN. M. Chairman, | offer

them as full exhibits.

I nt er venor

THE CHAI RVAN: Does any party or

MR COHEN. M. Chairman, may | be

heard on this? |'msorry.

pl ease.

THE CHAI RVAN: No. Let ne finish,

MR COHEN. [|I'msorry, sir.
THE CHAI RVAN: I"'min the m ddl e of

15
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sent ence.

Does any party or intervenor object to
t he adm ssion of the applicant's exhibits?

MR. COHEN: Thank you. |'msorry, sir.
| forgot about that line. M. Sorrentino has a
limted objection to Exhibit 8, which was fil ed
yesterday, first of all, wth respect to the
tinmeliness of it. It certainly limts our ability
to prepare for this. But nost inportantly,
there's representations nmade in the cover letter
in that exhibit that |I'm sure would not
intentionally m slead the Council, but they
certainly seemto inply that this response to the
concerns of Ms. Sorrentino is not the access road
involved in this that is the concern of M.
Sorrentino, it's the fact that a tower was
proposed to be sited a nere several hundred feet
fromher property. The cover letter inplies
ot herw se.

So therefore, | would ask that the
sentence in the cover letter, or the cover letter,
be stricken fromthe applicati on and not be
accepted, admitted into the record in this
pr oceedi ng.

THE CHAI RMAN:  Does Attorney Bal dw n
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W sh to respond?

MR. BALDWN. Yes, M Chairman. First
of all, the exhibits thensel ves are the exhibits
in the hearing docket in the proceeding. The
cover letter is sinply a transmttal.

The second point. | would point out
that in the cover letter it says that it was
I ntended to address sone of the concerns of M.
Sorrentino, clearly not all, and it represents
that. So that's ny response.

MR. COHEN:. Your Honor, with all due
respect, it does not identify which concerns. So
therefore it's anbiguous, and | claimthat it
shoul d be stricken fromthe record. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN. Ckay. Thank you.

First, to one of your points, we wll have a
continuation June 13th, so there will be anple
time to review any of these filings. And I'm

going to recommend that we accept these exhibits
for what they're worth. And we'll conti nue.

So we're now going to go to
cCross-exam nation --

MR. COHEN:. | have to take an exception
to that just for the record, sir. Thank you very

much.
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(Applicant's Exhibits 11-B-1 through
I1-B-8: Received in evidence - described in
I ndex.)

THE CHAIRVAN:  We'l |l now begin with
cross-examnation. W'IIl start with M. Mercier.

CROSS- EXAM NATI ON

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you.

|'"mjust going to go over sone of the
itens we tal ked about in the field today. Wile
we were at the field review today, there was sone
red paint marks on sone of the bottonms of several
| arge trees, in addition to ribbons on trees that
were narked for renoval. Can anybody tell me what
the red marks on the base of the large trees are?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Since we wal ked
the site, | contacted our survey departnent, and
our survey flagged the trees, tied ribbons on the
trees. W use red survey paint. And we didn't
paint that red mark on the bottomof the tree. W
don't have know edge as to what that indicates.

MR. MERCIER:  Thank you. Now, given
t he new plan that was presented today, is Verizon
submtting this new site driveway to the conpound
as a preferred route, or are there two options to

get to the site at this current tine?

18
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THE W TNESS (Couch): It is being
submtted as a preferred route.

MR MERCIER: So I'Il call it the
southern route, the original route is no longer in
consi derati on?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you. |I'm | ooking
at the site plan, and | see it basically goes due
north fromthe access road and the cul -de-sac
facing a westerly track towards the conmpound. And
in the area of a sharp hill there's a -- that's a
hillside is howit was explained in the field
t oday, you'd be |lowering the road?

THE W TNESS (Couch): That's correct.

MR. MERCIER: How many feet?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Approximately 3
feet.

MR. MERCIER: Three feet fromthe crest
of the hill?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes.

MR. MERCIER: Do you have any idea what
type of substrate is under the soil at the top of
the hill?

THE W TNESS (Couch): There has been a

test pit on that | ocation.
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MR. MERCIER  Assunming it's shall ow
bedr ock, what type of procedure should be taken to
renove rock that m ght be just below a few inches

of soil to get it 3 feet below the crest of the

hill?

THE W TNESS (Couch): There's the
ability to be able to nodify, | believe, the route
to get to that point, or there will be eventually

a change to a certain property comng up to that
el evation to accommodate -- elimnate the need for
bl asti ng.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. So you woul d not
do any blasting. Wuld there be rock chi pping?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes.

MR MERCIER: And |I'mjust | ooking at

that cut area. It shows on either side, |
believe, that's riprap. |Is that stabilized with
riprap?

THE W TNESS (Couch): On the
stabilizing it's riprap, correct.

MR MERCIER: And | see on the south
side of the cut area there's two trees that are
goi ng to be renoved.

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes.

MR. MERCIER: And | assune there's

20
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obvi ously small shrubbery, an understory | ayer,
al ong that edge al so?

THE W TNESS ( Couch): Yes.

MR MERCIER: Is it possible to shift
the road a little bit north to avoid noving the
two large trees fromthe edge of the shrub | ayer?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes.

MR. MERCIER Kind of push it into the
Christnmas tree farnf

THE W TNESS ( Couch): Yes.

MR. MERCIER. Now, as we proceed
westerly towards the conmpound, at the south edge
of the conpound, now that you have the new
accessway, there's the parking area. And | see a
note for a retaining wall in the southwest corner,
and that retaining wall, | believe, that covers
westerly, and then due north for its distance?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes.

MR, MERCIER: How tall would that be --
or it's sloped down, is that correct, to the left
side of the |ower elevation on the right?

THE W TNESS (Couch): As you come down
the driveway in the southerly corner, where you
start the retaining wall, the wall is shown as top

and bottom 294. So that would be at grade. Then
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it goes to a 4-foot high wall fromthe top of 294,
bottom of wall 290, which is at the westerly edge
of that short section.

MR MERCIER  Okay.

THE W TNESS (Couch): And then it runs
to the north, and along the northern length it
mai ntai ns a 4-foot height.

MR. MERCI ER  Ckay.

THE W TNESS (Couch): There's both a
northerly point, and it has a 90-degree easterly
turn. At that point it's still approxinmately 4
feet, 3.8 feet. And then as it takes its easterly
turn for that short leg, it then cones back to
flush grade at an el evation of 294.

MR. MERCIER:  Now, on the sout hwest
corner where it starts, there's aline on, let's
say, it's probably the edge of the parking area,

t he south edge of the conmpound. Wbuld there be
trees there along that south edge of the parking
area?

THE W TNESS ( Couch): Yes.

MR. MERCIER: There woul d be?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes.

MR. MERCIER: And how far down would it

go?

22
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THE W TNESS (Couch): In the sout hwest
corner? Oh, this is in the first one.

MR MERCI ER  Yes.

THE W TNESS (Couch): There woul d need
to be -- nowwe won't need to clear the | arge
trees that are marked there. So realistically if
we were to |l ook at that area just because the --

MR. MERCI ER: Understood. So the three
| arge trees that are nmarked south of the parking
area probably woul d renmai n?

THE W TNESS (Couch): They woul d
remain. That's correct. | would estinate maybe a
5-foot distance fromthe edge of that parking
ar ea.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. Inside the
conpound there's a box with an X with a circle.

' mnot sure what that notation is. | didn't see
any type of identification of what that was.

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): Just outside
t he conpound or --

MR. MERCIER. No. Inside the conpound
south of the tower. It's a strange | ooking box.

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): | believe that
was the original tower |location before it shifted

nort h. That's all.

23
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MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you. Now, | ooking
at this plan, for the parking area | see about
five or four large trees that have to be cl eared
and sone understory. Is it possible to shift that
par ki ng area over to the east side of this
conpound i nstead of building on the south side?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes. | don't see
in the face of it why that couldn't be done.

MR MERCIER: Ckay. |Is it also
possi ble to, now that the tower is in the
nort heast corner of the conpound, to actually nove
t he conpound up so that the tower is nowin the
sout heast corner, nove the conpound to the north
basi cally, and keep the tower in the sane
| ocati on?

THE W TNESS (Couch): | can certainly
nove t he conmpound. Were the conpound woul d go
may be a deci sion that goes beyond ny ability to
be able to design that. |[If sonebody said that
woul d be a good place for the conpound to go, |
can design it for that | ocation.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. So you're saying
it would be a I andlord issue, or sonething of that
nat ure?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Correct.
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THE CHAI RMAN:  |Is that perhaps
sonet hi ng you can provide since we're conti nui ng
t he hearings?

MR. BALDWN:. Yes, M. Chairman. W
can confirmit.

MR. MERCIER On page 14 of the
application it had a notation that the Sorrentino
property was 240 feet to the south. So | was
| ooki ng at the responses to Ms. Sorrentino's
interrogatories. That was response 10 on page 7.
However, | didn't see the figure 240 feet listed
in any of the values given. So would you pl ease
clarify what the exact distance fromthe tower, as
presented on this plan, is to the Sorrenti no hone?
l'"mnot sure if it's 240 or 270.

MR. BALDWN:. |I'msorry. Wat was the
response referenced?

MR. MERCI ER:. That was Question 10 on
page 7.

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): There were
several setbacks that were requested, one fromthe
tower to the hone, and one fromthe tower to the
property line. Those were estinmated off aeri al
photos, to the best ability we had to that. So

that's listed in the response, | believe. W have
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220 feet to the property line fromthe tower, 270
feet fromthe house to the tower. And there were
addi ti onal distances fromthe conpound fence to
t he property line, and the conpound fence also to
t he home. Those are responded to in this filing.

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): The 240-f oot
doesn't seemto indicate the exact dinension as to
where it was taken from so | would go with the
interrogatory response in terns of the distances.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. Thank you. You
sai d you used aerial photography. Wat type of
aeri al photography did you use?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): That was done
with online napping to get us the dinensions.

MR, MERCIER: |Is that Google Earth
or --

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Yes.

MR. MERCI ER: How accurate are those
di nensi ons do you believe?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): They're fairly
accur at e. | would say within, in this instance, 5
feet, perhaps.

MR, MERCI ER How many?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Five feet.

MR. MERCIER So plus or mnus 5 feet
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for each of these?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Yes.

MR. MERCIER: So there's never been a
tape neasure fromthat, or anything, just to
clarify?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): No, there was
not. W didn't have the benefit of a survey as
well, or those could have been perhaps conpil ed,
but for the responses we used approxi nmate
di mensi ons.

MR. MERCI ER: Thank you. Now, one of
the things that was di scussed at the field review
was t he emergency power system Now, | understand
you'll have a battery and a generator on a neta
frane, as presented in the application. Just so |
understand, the battery will go on if the power is
| ost at the site and provide service. Do you know
how | ong that battery will |ast under nornal
condi ti ons?

THE W TNESS (Befera): |If power is |ost
to the site, then the generator would kick on.

The battery systemis to soften the charge going
to the sensitive radial equi pnent so that when
commercial power is on, they naintain the

batteries so that the site can run off the
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battery, which is a softer current than direct AC

In the event of | oss of power, the
generator would kick in as the alternate AC source
to naintain the batteries charged so that the site
can still run off of the softer power provided by
the batteries to the sensitive equi pnent, and only
in the case of | ost power would the generator run.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you for that
clarification. And it's |listed as a diesel tank
within the generator unit. Can you please tell ne
what type of protection nmeasures are in place, if
any, on the tank, or site for that nmatter?

THE WTNESS (Befera): |It's a belly
tank. The generator is fairly self-contained
where it sits on top of it. It is a double-wall
fire marshal approved tank. So it has a detection
system I n that outside tank should there be a
|l eak fromthe inside tank, we are notified at our
swtching office that there is | eak detection
sensed wthin that second tank, the outside tank
bei ng the second t ank.

MR. MERCI ER. Thank you. Sone ot her
providers used to use batteries. Does Verizon use
just battery power at any of their sites; and if

SO, can you just use two batteries here, or sone
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| arger battery to power the site instead of using
t he two?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Well, the
probl em just using the batteries is one set of
batteries would only provide four hours of back-up
power; two sets, eight hours. And dependi ng upon
how busy the site is, that those two sets of
batteries providing eight hours could be, if the
site gets busy during the power outage, could
| essen to as little as four hours. And for a
generator, a 20-kilowatt generator to be used as
the substitute, you're tal king about being able to
run al nost three days before needing a refill for
that generator to maintain the site.

Now, in the recent storns that we've
seen, whether they be Sandy or Irene, or the
Cct ober snowstorm our outages were extended, |
t hink, for the Cctober snowstorm sone ten days
t hroughout a | ot of Connecticut. So in those
I nstances we could have that conpound filled wth
batteries, and we would still | ose the site over
an extended outage of that nature, which is not
out of the real mof the weather we've seen in New
Engl and.

Anot her poi nt about this size
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generator. On previous applications when the
equi pnmrent that ran our sites was |larger and drew
nore power, we used to use |arger generators
storing nore than twi ce the anount of diesel fuel
here that's proposed. W have hundreds of these
facilities backed by diesel generators of sizes
ranging from60 kWto 20 kW W' ve never had a
spill froma leak froma belly tank in any one of
t hese di esel generators throughout New Engl and
that |I'm aware of.

The other thing is, for people that use
back-up generators at their hone, if you' re going
to back up a 200 amp panel, which is consistent
wth the majority of electric services to hones,
this is the size generator you would need if you
wanted to run your hone as if you still had
commercial power. So it is used in residential
applications for people who want to use back-up
generators at their hone. That's all.

MR. MERCI ER.  Thank you. Just out of
curiosity, if you know, when they're filled, is
there a | arge type of nozzle, or sone type of
spill features for the filling portion of the
generator? | know there's tanks. But is there

sone ot her nechanismto catch any |leaks, if the
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hose is not hooked up properly, or sonething |ike
t hat ?

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): | can answer
that. There are spill containnents at the nozzle.
There's a 12 gallon, a 2-and-a-half gallon for
containnent also. |If the nozzle is left on by
accident, another alarmw Il go off, and it's an
audi ble alarm to tell the operator the diesel is
running. There's nunerous features of the Generac
design for just that purpose.

MR. MERCIER:  Thank you. | just have a
coupl e questions regarding the tower visibility
anal ysis that was conducted. First, | guess, the
Council on Environnental Quality had submtted
sone comments recently. So if you could tell ne,
M. Libertine, if you can just please provide a
response to those comments, which officially said
that they were concerned about visibility from
West Rock State Park during | eaf-on and | eaf-off
condi ti ons?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Certainly. |
point to behind Tab 9 where the visibility
analysis is presented. As usual, we've marked a
2-mle radius in black surrounding the site in the

center of the map. I n the western quadrant, if
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you | ook at the topo map, the USGS topo nap,
you'll see a fairly steep ridge line about a mle
and a half or so west of our location. That's
essentially the West Rock State Park ridge |ine.
We did wal k portions of that in the
w nter when we did our balloon float. There are
few opportunities for eastern views. There are a
few outl ooks. Wth leaf-off conditions, we were
not able to see the balloon in what I'll call that
sout hern or central portion of Wst Rock Ridge.
As you get up to the northern portion, photos 19
and 25 are a little bit off of the ridge line
itself. Well, actually 25 is at the northeastern
nost portion of the ridge |ine on one of the
actual trails. W do have a shot there.
Essentially at any tine of year if you
are | ooking east, and you do have a view of the
vall ey, certainly you will see all the features of
devel opnent that are out there. Prinmarily al ong
that ridge, though, the predom nant view and
vi ewscapes and opportunities for outl ooks are
primarily to the west. There are | believe two
| ocations that do jut out and all ow you to | ook
out to the east, but again, nost of themare to

t he west.
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It's evident that from sone of those
| ocations that you can see eastward, if you know
what you're | ooking for down in the valley, to be
able see the tower. 1'd offer that there are
several man-made structures that can be seen from
t hose | ocations as wel|.

THE CHAIRVAN:  Dr. Klenens, | believe,
has a questi on.

DR. KLEMENS: | actually have ny |ist
of questions, but it seenmed an appropriate tine to
bring this up, having read the CEQ neno al so.
Looki ng at your topographic map wth your radius
onit, and if you | ook at point nunber 19, and
then you go sort of south, there's a large purple
area in the topo map. It looks to ne like that
could be a |l arge open-pit gravel quarry. Because
' mwondering if that is what we're seeing on
phot ogr aph nunber 25. There's two areas. Are
t hose open-pit quarries we're | ooking at?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): 1In the
f oreground of photo nunber 25 that is correct.
I'"mnot sure if it's an active quarry or not.
It's private. | didn't drive all the way in
there, but it certainly is cleared | and, yes.

DR. KLEMENS: And so actually I'm
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seeing fromthis viewoint two quarries. And |I'm
seei ng behind the quarry in the central part, |I'm
seei ng that as the nonopol e you have there, the
pr oposed nonopol e?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): That's
correct.

DR. KLEMENS: GCkay. And this is
probably just a value judgnent. |If you | ook upon
t he visual disruption between that quarry versus
t he nonopol e, what woul d you say professionally is
t he nost visually disturbing and intrusive to the
| andscape?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): W are
t al ki ng about photo 257?

DR. KLEMENS: Photo nunber 25 proposed.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Well,
certainly the foreground is dom nated by a coupl e
of open cleared areas. So | think those are nore
or less what | would consider to be the prom nent
portions of the viewscape fromthat particul ar
| ocati on.

DR. KLEMENS: So it's not in that
vi ewscape in any neans. Answer one nore question.
What is that red thing in the picture toward the

very right? | was trying to figure out what that
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THE W TNESS (Libertine): 1In the very
f or egr ound?

DR. KLEMENS: Yes. |Is that the
bal | oon?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): No. It's
actually just a remant |eaf on the tree.

DR. KLEMENS: Ckay. Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

MR, MERCIER  Staying with those topo
maps, we just | ooked at the photo sinulation for
nunmber 25, which actually went to the trail maps,
the Quinnipiac trail?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Correct.

MR. MERCIER: But photo location 19 is
I f you go slightly southwest, there's a trail that
clinmbs a ridge |ine?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Correct.

MR MERCIER: And it kind of extends in
a swtchback manner. According to the state park
map i ssued by the DEEP, there is an overl ook there
t hat goes, it appears to be eastward. G ven the
simlar distance to the tower and the simlar
hei ght as photo 25, based on the topo nap, would

you expect a simlar type of view, that is,
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| ooki ng down at the tower, not sonething that's
si |l houette agai nst the sky?
THE W TNESS (Libertine): You'd
absol utely have a backdrop simlar to this. |
think it's alittle bit lower in the el evation;
but yes, | would offer that. That would be a very

simlar view, and actually al nbst m ght be the

exact sane elevation now that I'mlooking at this
topo. It's slightly closer, but a different
aspect as well. So it would if you were | ooking

at photo 25 and actually way off to the right,
| ooki ng back at that, so | do believe you' d still
have the backdrop simlar to what you're seeing in
this photograph. But it certainly would not be
si |l houetti ng agai nst the sky.

MR. MERCIER: Now, | ooking at the
aerial photograph in the visibility analysis,
| ooking at the residential area around Country
Club Drive, | didn't see any photographs taken
within 1,000 foot radius along Country Club Drive.
Is there any particul ar reason why there wasn't a
cl oser photograph taken?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Not really,
just other than the fact that nost of the hones

wthin the 1,000 feet are on private property, and
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t hose roads kind of skirt that 1, 000-foot radius.
VWhat we wll always try to do is to get as many
photos that are representative of any given
| ocation. So if it's visible, we're showing it
essentially. So there's no rhynme or reason to
that, other than the fact that we probably just
didn't have an opportunity to get within that
range where we can get an actual shot, other than
on the actual property owner's parcel.

MR. MERCIER. Now, if you would just
pl ease turn to Exhibit 6, Ms. Sorrentino's
I nterrogatori es, sone the photographs we tal ked
about earlier where sone corrections were made. |
guess |I'm | ooking at the aerial photograph of
Country Club Drive. Since photograph 5 was taken
at the Corner of Bear Path Road and it says Hune
Drive, if you'd just kind of review what you think
visibility would be on sone of the residences
along this Country dub Drive? Cbviously, you
have abutters and a couple down the street as you
go towards Bear Path, if you'd just review your
sense of visibility.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well, |
certainly think wwth respect to photo | ocation

nunmber 5, when you're back at that intersection
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where essentially Country Club Drive southern end
Is intersecting wth Bear Path Road, when you're
back a little bit, | think there are going to be
sone very simlar views that are kind of through
the trees when the | eaves are off the trees. |
t hi nk as you probably noticed as you drove up
Country Club itself and got to the cul -de-sac,
you're so close to the site that those intervening
trees are actually doing a fairly good job of
screening to a certain degree a direct view, so
you're getting sone obscure or some obstructions.
Then you really have to | ook up through the trees
and above the trees to really get a sense of the
top of the tower where if you step back a bit in
t hi s nei ghbor hood, you obviously have a little
di fferent perspective. |It's |lower on the horizon,
SO to speak

So |l think 5 is probably a fairly good
representative shot fromthat general area. But
as you nove north towards the site, the actual
hei ght of the tower gets a little bit -- | don't
want to use the word "conpressed,"” but the
per specti ve changes pretty dranatically, so that
certainly when the | eaves are on the trees, |

don't think you're going to see nmuch of that tower
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at all fromthe cul-de-sac on Country C ub Road.

| think this tinme of year, and obvi ously when the
| eaves are off the trees, through the trees
itself, a good portion of the tower, nost of the

| ower portion of the tower, is really going to be
the focal point, as opposed to the actual top, but
agai n, you've got that canopy -- well, not canopy
this tinme of year, but certainly the mast of the
trees thensel ves are doing a fairly good job at
breaki ng up the direct line of sight.

MR. MERCIER: So the abutters at the
end of Country Club Drive, they'll probably see
the mast of the nonopole through the trees. |Is
t hat what you - -

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think --

MR MERCIER: -- the |owest portion of
t he nonopol e?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): | think when
the | eaves are off the trees, and certainly the
one at the end of the road, yes.

MR MERCIER: Ckay. WII| there be any
benefit to having a brown application paint or
sonme ot her surface covering up the nonopol e?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): A surface

col or other than just kind of the standard steel
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t hat does weather to kind of a soft gray, sone
sort of nodeling mght work. | always hesitate
when we tal k about brown sticks in a wooded
setting, only because in New Engl and, and in nost
of the deciduous forests that we have around,
certainly in Connecticut, it's not just a straight
brown that we tend to see. There's a | ot of
different types of trees. So we get kind of that
gray through brown tone.

So to answer your question, yes, |
think certainly sone sort of -- | hate to use the
word canoufl age -- but sone sort of paint other
than the dull steel gray could certainly help
benefit where we've got sonething set in the woods
li ke this. Sure.

MR. MERCIER. And for the conpound
itself, what would your sense be on M.
Sorrentino's hone -- that's nunber 46,
obviously -- and the one in front? | don't have
t he address of fhand, but the one that's due east
of Ms. Sorrentino's residence. So they're the two
cl osest residences to the structure, according to
this diagram So | just want to know if you feel
t he conpound woul d be visible through the trees

during leaf-off conditions.
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THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think
during leaf-off wwth the new preferred route that
we've put forward, from mnmy perspective,
aesthetically, | pushed for that just because I
felt if we could mnimze trees com ng out, or
bei ng renoved, it was obviously going to retain
that kind of natural screen that's there today. |
think if you know what you're | ooking for, and
you're | ooking with the | eaves off the trees from
t hose two hones in their backyards, | would be
remss if | stood here and said, oh, they'd be
absolutely invisible. It won't be. But | think
it wll be softened considerably by not renoving
all of those trees.

We have sone options in ternms of what
we can do in terns of the -- instead of it just
bei ng a steel fence, we m ght want to consider
either privacy slats, or maybe even a type of
weave of the actual fence itself, so to kind of
create a little bit nore of a nuted tone. The
benefit now of Verizon going away fromthe
shelters is that we have nmuch | ess overt equi pnent
in ternms of bulk inside the actual conpound. So
we're really tal king about a cabinet or two, and

the nmonopole itself. So we don't have sone of the
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| ar ger appurtenances that you were nore or |ess
used to seeing up until about a year ago. So that
wll help as well.

MR. MERCIER: Now, for the ground
equi pnent that you have proposed, offhand I don't
recall what the height of the canopy was, the
canopy roof? Do you have that?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): | believe that
will be about 10 feet, 10 foot 6 above grade.

It's typically raised up on piers.

MR, MERCIER: And is an 8-foot fence
proposed right now?

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): An 8-foot
fence i s proposed right now.

MR. MERCIER: And you said you could do
a weave. How about a wood-type architectura
fence. |Is that sonething that you woul d consi der?

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): CHECK reach
fence type at all (Inaudible.)

MR MERCIER If it renained a weave on
the fence, | would assune that's a chain-1ink
2-inch mesh fence that's proposed?

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): | think
proposed right nowis a 2-inch wth privacy sl ats.

The sl ats could cone out. The fence coul d be
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dar kened, and the weave tightened up. It wouldn't
require any privacy sl ats.

MR MERCIER: |Is the fence with the
weave on it clinbable? Say soneone gets inside
t he conmpound. Is that easily clinmbed or --

THE W TNESS (Weinpahl): It's |ess
easily clinbed if we keep it at the tighter fence
down to a one-inch where we'll | ose the privacy
slats, but it will be less clinbable.

MR MERCIER: If you did a one-inch
mesh?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Yes, we can
ti ghten up the nesh.

MR. MERCIER  Could you put a weave on
t he one-inch nmesh al so?

THE W TNESS (Weinpahl): 1'd have to
confirmthat, but if that will help to add to the
aest hetics and bl ock off the equipnent, we can try
to do that.

THE CHAI RVAN:. M. Hannon has a
questi on.

MR. HANNON: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
Speaki ng of aesthetics, are you better off going
in and trying to put in a natural buffer instead

of trying to figure out what slats do or don't
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work? | mean, | know that the size of a
chain-link fence can be inportant as far as
keepi ng people out. But fromthe aesthetic, |I'm
just wondering if going with a natural buffer
isn't better.

THE W TNESS (Wei npahl): | think a
conbi nation may work nicely here, especially with
the adjustnment to the access road and di scussi ons
of relocating the turnarounds on the eastern
portion of the conpound. That will free up the
south end to provide evergreen plantings al ong
t hat border, which previously was not avail abl e
because the road was coming in that way. So |
t hi nk the bal ance of keeping the conpound safe
wth a difficult fence to clinb over. W haven't
proposed barbed wire. |It's been done, but we
haven't proposed it on this particul ar
application. But those two conbinations, | think,
wll satisfy both of those issues.

THE CHAI RVAN: Dr. Kl enens.

DR. KLEMENS: To follow up on that,
have you ever considered pl aci ng screening
shrubbery actually inside the conpound? Because
when | see tal king about planti ng shrubbery, |

t hi nk about deer eating the shrubbery. And then |
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t hought, well, if you put it inside the conpound,
r hododendrons, or nountain |aurels, things |ike
that that are natural and thrive there, that nay
be the best of both worlds. You don't have to
worry about the deer eating them and you can hide
your equi pnent. |s there enough roomin the
conpound to put inside the fence shrubbery?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): The conmpound
fence -- it becones a very desired real estate
over tinme if other carriers are to | ocate
equi pnrent there. This is ny 28th year of
desi gni ng tel ecomuni cation facilities, and |
haven't -- | don't recall ever seeing soneone
planting, intentionally, trees in a conpound to
bl ock the equi pnent. Usually the fence would be
the first buffer to that. And certainly the tree
selection to keep the deer away is going to be
critical.

DR. KLEMENS: |'m not talking about
trees. |I'mtal king about shrubs. [|I'mtalKking
about native shrubbery, such as rhododendron, that
woul dn't take up a |l ot of space, naybe 5 feet
along the fence, that by being inside the fence
woul d not be subject to deer browse, would make a

very very good natural screen. |'mnot talking
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about trees. |I'mtalking about a snmall segnent of
the interior fence, naybe 5 feet, and that m ght
achi eve the goals of screening the equi prent, and
al so get away fromthe whole problemof trying to
-- the nmaintenance of trying to keep deer from
browsi ng the shrubbery. [It's not trees I'm

t al ki ng about.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Dr. Klenens,
| can't speak to the safety and reliability issues
in terns of inside the conpound, but if we were
going to consider that which I think has a | ot of
nmerit in terns of the screening that it could
provide in terns of trying to keep the deer out,
you m ght want to consider |ike a 5-foot expansion
of the conpound so we could still accommmodate
future carriers as they becone interested, but at
t he sane tinme establish what you're suggesting,
which | think makes sone good sense.

The ot her option would be to create a
second fence line to protect deer, but that just
seens kind of overkill for sonething |like this.

DR. KLEMENS: No. And I think the
second you put the second fence |ine, what you
have then is an area that's a nai ntenance

nightmare invasively. |If it's inside the
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conpound, you can control invasive plants. And I
certainly, for one, wouldn't m nd seeing a bit of
a bi gger conpound to achi eve that goal. But
that's ny opi nion.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): From an
aesthetic standpoint. | don't know what their
options are, you know, reliability, and that type
of i ssue.

THE CHAIRVAN: O course, this also
argues to the Council's position that if space, as
sonebody said, is valuable real estate and a
premum that just as carriers have to share the
tower, they woul d share the generator and share
the tank, you woul dn't need the space.

SENATOR MJURPHY: Let ne ask the
questi on on the conpound tal ki ng about the space.
The anmount of | eased space in these applications
Is always quite a bit nore than the conpound. So
val ue, | assune, is based upon the square footage
of the | ease, not necessarily of the conmpound.

But if you nake the conpound | arger, you're going
to get extra costs, with a few m nor exceptions,

sone nore fencing. That nakes a difference. But
| can't renmenber seeing a |l ease that was the sane

size as the conpound. The conpound is al ways
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quite a bit smaller, what |1've seen. And

assune, and you can correct ne if |I'mwong, that
it's the square footage of the | ease and not the
conmpound that drives the cost.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think
you're absolutely right. But in this case we
certainly have nore room outsi de of the conpound
that has been leased. So it wouldn't really
affect the lease. It doesn't matter whether we
expand this conpound slightly to acconmobdat e sone
shrubs on a coupl e of sides which, again, from an
aest hetic standpoint could work very well to keep
t he deer browse to a m ni num

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Befera): |If | may, the
| eased area is 2,750 square feet, which is shaped
55 feet by 50 feet. So that is the | eased area.
So the size of our compound and parking area, as
It currently exists, is what size? 55 by 50. And
the parking area is considered part of the access.
Ri ght ?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): Yes.

THE W TNESS (Befera): Ckay. So we've
already nade it the size that we technically

| eased for. Now, we can acconplish what you're
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suggesting, Dr. Klenens, by planting inside the
fence on that one side. Now, it's fine with us.
Qur stuff is still going to fit.

Now, if another carrier -- | know that
AT&T is interested in this area. WMaybe not this
year but in the future they want to be here too.
Now, if they can't fit in that conpound, and the
fence needs to be bunped out for their use, that's
going to be their issue. Mybe they need to go
talk to our |andl ord about | easing an extra 50
square feet to bunp that fence out, or bunmp one of
the other sides out, if they can't fit.

So it's not a problemfor us to take 10
-- you know, to take the 5 to 7 feet in it would
take to acconplish what you're suggesting. |It's
in the future when sonmeone el se wants to go there.
It mght not be a problemfor the next person.
The third person, | don't know. So it certainly
can be acconplished. The size conpound we're
proposing is what we have rights under our |ease
agreenent, which is under Tab 17 of the package.
That's the only point | wanted to make, and that
we could do it.

THE CHAIRMAN:  I'mgoing to just nake a

poi nt because this conversation -- | would I|ike
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for the next hearing to get a sense of what are we

screeni ng, and how inportant is this, the

conmpound, to do what Dr. Kl enens -- versus the
tower. | nean, |I'mjust not sure that the
conmpound, | understand with the 10-f oot canopy,

obvi ously how visible that is, conpared to
everything we're tal king about, which seens to ne
the nore we talk about it, the nore conplicated it
is. But if you could provide that infornmation,

t he Chair woul d appreciate that?

M. Levesque has a question.

MR, LEVESQUE: Dr. Klenmens' suggestion
| just want to clarify that you didn't nean it has
to be on all four sides, only where the nost
visibility is. So it may only take one side to
bunp out.

THE W TNESS (Befera): (Nodding head in
the affirmative.)

THE W TNESS (Libertine): WlIl, just to
M. Befera's point, | don't think we're in a
position to bunp anything out. W're going to
have to plant within the confines of what we have,
which is a good clarification. So we're confined
by that. W're really tal king about the southern

side, and maybe just noving al ong the east and
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west edge slightly to kind of create a little bit
of a U shape fromthe cul -de-sac fromthe screen.

THE CHAI RVAN:. M. Mercier.

MR. MERCI ER:.  Thank you. (oing back --

THE CHAI RVAN: Wait a m nute. Yes, M.
Har der .

MR. HARDER: The Chairnman's conment
made ne think. W have several photographs
showi ng sinmul ated | ocations of the tower. Wuld
it not be reasonable to provide -- | assune it's
technically feasible -- to provide a sinulated
phot ograph of the conpound at |east fromthe
near by residences. W keep tal king and i magi ni ng
things in our mnd what it's going to | ook |ike
with vegetation, with a fence of this color -- or
a tower of that color. Wy not provide at |east a
si mul at ed phot ograph, a sketch, sonething that's
going to |l ook as real as you can nake it so we
have an idea what it | ooks |like so the residents
al so --

THE CHAIRVAN: | think that's what |
was ainmng for. Can you do that for our next
meeti ng?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): W certainly

can. |I'mnot sure what we have for photos. Wll,
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I know we don't have photos that give a clear view
fromthe cul -de-sac to the conpound just because
we have intervening trees. But | think we can do
sonething that would certainly be a good
representati on of what we're tal king about. |'m
just not sure it's going to be a traditional photo
sinmul ati on just because | don't know if we have
that ability wth the anount of trees that we have
in that area.

THE CHAI RVAN: Wi ch may answer the
question that it's not an issue.

Let's go on.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. I'mgoing to
nove to sone of the photo sinulations where you
have a tree tower. The photographs are at the end
of that exhibit. | was | ooking through the
phot ographs, and | didn't really see any areas
where the tower was well above the existing tree
canopy. | just want to know what your thought was
If actually a tree tower is a suitable application
for this site given the photo sinulations
provi ded?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well, you're
correct in that there's only a few | ocations, and

they're fairly close to the Country Cl ub where you
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get a low profile against the sky w thout sone
type of backdrop or whether or not the facility is
actually in the woods. So the sinple answer is,
yes, a faux tree here would probably work really
well, yes. Not nuch nore to say. | think it
woul d be very effective froma | ot of nearby

| ocations certainly.

MR. MERCIER: Now, | understand the
tower is going to be designed to support a 20-foot
extension. |s that correct?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): | think these
days that's pretty standard that the foundation is
designed to be able to extend the tower 20 feet.

MR. MERCI ER. Al t hough no phot ographs
were given. What's your sense of extending the
tree tower by 20 feet?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Well, ny
general rule of thunb is 10 or 15 feet, or even
nore in the 10 to 12 feet range doesn't usually
make a big difference. Once you start pushing 20
feet or above, it starts to open views up from
guess I'Il call it, a general footprint of
visibility. In other words, it will probably
start to expand the anpbunt of visibility.

In terns of the character of those
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views, it's going to really depend upon where you
are. | think you start pushing a faux tree tower
into the 170 or 180-foot range, that starts to get
pretty out of scale, out of context. | always
point to the Wnchester tree just because that's
the one that is kind of the poster child for
probably the max that we'd want to do, that type
of facility. At that point you mght as well just
do a tower because you're going to know what it is
as soon as you see it.

MR. MERCI ER: Thank you. Are there any
structural challenges to the tree tower with the
20-f oot extension on it, or it can just be
desi gned to support such an application?

THE W TNESS (Wi npahl): That coul d be
desi gned for an extension.

MR. MERCI ER: Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Befera): And just to be
clear, we're not |looking to extend this 20 feet.
The 160-f oot proposed is what we're | ooking for
her e.

MR MERCIER: WII you just design the
tower to support that then, rather than having a
beefier tower and foundation?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Sure, we'd be
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wlling to do that, certainly.

MR MERCIER | don't have any ot her
questions at this tine.

THE CHAI RVAN:  Thank you.

Senat or Murphy. W' 1l have questions
now fromthe Council nenbers.

SENATOR MURPHY: Thank you. That
surprised ne. Did |l hear you right that Verizon
is willing to design this tower so that it would
not be able to go up based upon the base that's
put in there now?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Yes, we would be
willing to design this tower so that it would not
be extendable, and that the hei ght woul d be capped
at --

SENATOR MURPHY: And so if we were to
approve this, and we put that in our decision that
by agreenent that it be capped off at this height,
t hat woul d be acceptable to Verizon?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Yes, that would
be acceptable to Verizon. W're here for 160
feet. And the other carriers will just have to go
bel ow us.

SENATOR MURPHY: Ckay. Well, we're

aware that you can bunp it up wthout us doing a
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heck of a lot about it if you' ve done the base.
And when M. Libertine nentioned disguising
sonething at 170 and 180 feet when you're tal king
about 160-foot tower | was thinking whoops -- but
| guess | was wong on that. Fine. |'msure

ot her nmenbers of the Council woul dn't have any
objection to you capping this off at 160 feet.

l'd like to tal k about the need for
this tower. You know, we haven't had any real
tower carriers in quite sonetime, the |last, |
believe, in Killingly, and out there the need, as
we examned, is a lot different than here. There
It was basically a coverage problem whereas now
we're running into capacity, and probably nost
that we see here would be capacity is the issue
wth the carrier as to why they need this tower.
How di d you deci de that Verizon needed to put up
this tower?

In the old days when | first came on
here, when you cane in wth your propagations, |
nmean, you showed us where you cover, give or take,
2 or 3 mles around the tower, and there were all
ki nds of spaces outside of that where there was no
coverage, and it was very clear that it was under

that unbrella, or whatever you want to call it,
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t here was a need, and we went on fromthere.
Today it's a lot different. |If you | ook at
propagati on maps, everything is really covered,
and it's probably covered nultiples of tines.

And in your interrogatory response to
one of the questions you indicated dropped calls
Is one of the itens you used. |Is that correct?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): That is correct.

SENATOR MURPHY: And you indicate that
in the Handen 8 area, that's one of the
verifications of where there's a tower that's near
this one, that during April 9th of this year there
were 341 dropped calls. So ny question to you is,
during that week how nany calls did Handen 8
recei ve?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): | actually do
not have the exact data for the nunber of calls,
but | have the percentage of those that were
dropped for Voice over LTE, which is 0.75 percent
based on this --

SENATOR MURPHY: Let's say at what
| evel of calls attenpted in a given area were
dr opped does Verizon feel they need to do
sonething to brace up their capacity? | knowit's

a give or take, it's not 13.6 or sonething. G ve
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me a bal l parKk.

THE W TNESS (Lar edo): Basically we're
following the 0.5 percent. Anything above that we
consider as a problematic area. For this case
it's 0.75 percent. W're basically finding a 0.95
percent, on average, in nost of the areas, even on
a simlar subscriber density simlar to this
specific site.

SENATOR MURPHY: So you have a
t hreshold in dropped calls that you use?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): That's correct.
Li ke --

THE COURT REPORTER: Excuse ne?

SENATOR MURPHY: Is it possible? Can
you not provide us with the statistics for the
rest of the towers that will be serviced by this
proposed pole to indicate how nany calls they
have, and how many dropped calls they have, which
really, | think, should be part of these capacity
applications to show to us in nunmerical formthat
here's the nunmber of calls we get, here's what we
are handling, and this is what we can't, and
that's why we need this new tower. Could you give
that to us as a late filing?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): Actually what |
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exactly did is | identified the area where this
proposed facility wll be effectively serving, and
t ake whatever issues is within that. Certainly we

can provi de each nei ghboring sector's performnance,
if that's the actual request. But for us to see
the actual problem we need to sonehow identify
where exactly we'll be solving these issues, as
oppposed to generally showi ng the statistics that
conbi nes both good service and bad servi ce.
SENATOR MJURPHY: |I'mnot really here to
talk to Verizon because ny experience has al ways
been very good with Verizon. |I'mreally talKking
in ternms of what | really think should be in an
application that's prinmarily a capacity tower.
And I'"'mthinking in ternms of when AT&T shows up
with sonething like that, and sonebody el se, the
sane type of criteria, to give us sone statistical
basis as to why the determ nati on was nade to
spend this kind of noney to put a tower on this
particular |location. And |I'msure you're not
spending it just as a whim but by the same token,
| think that there should be -- that there is a
way to try to alnost codify showi ng us what it
took for Verizon to cone to that corporate

decision to invest Iin this tower.




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

Al so, you indicate in the response to
the interrogatory that dropped calls is just one
of the itens anal yzed. Wat else is there?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Now, |ike what
we talk about in the site search summary section
of the responses to the Siting Council's
Interrogatories tal ks about the facilities that we
have i n Handen, where they're | ocated, and which
ones are having the problem Now, the Handen 8
site doesn't exist, so the data that Jainme
collects can only be collected fromthe adjacent
sites. And because each site that surrounds the
target area for this proposed | ocation, each of
t hose have three sectors each, we're able to tell
the direction on where the problemis fromthose
surrounding sites. For instance, the site that we
have at Handen 2, which is at 265 Bender Street in
Handen, the Al pha face is pointing directly
towards the | ocation that we're proposing. Now,
that face is too far away to provide the quality
service, and is probably one of the maj or
contri butors of the 341 dropped calls during that
week tested.

Then we have the site that is to the

east, and we call that one our Handen North site,
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and that one is at the Connecticut Agricul tural
Station at 890 Evergreen Avenue. Now, the problem
with that site is the Gamma face, which is facing
directly west at this proposed location, that's a
capacity issue. That's a capacity issue, meaning
a custoner can't get on the network. It's in
exhaust. It runs out of capacity. So that
whet her you can't nmke a call because you have a
| ow signal, or you can't make a call because you
can't get a channel nakes no difference to the
custoner. They can't nmake a call. This is a
conbi nati on of a coverage and capacity need.

And | could al so nention two ot her
sites that are to the southeast of this proposed
| ocation that has a coverage issue because it's in
bet ween the Al pha and Ganrma. It's in the nul
facing this proposed |ocation, and that null of
coverage contributes to the coverage problem And
t hen we have one other site that is kind of
sout heast of this proposed |ocation, and that's
t he Al pha face, again, the one that's pointing
north, that one is a capacity issue, and that's
appr oachi ng exhaust.

SENATOR MURPHY: Why is it you can't

lay it out for us? And | assune that if this is
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approved, you're going to make certain changes in
your sector and your antenna. But | just think
there should be a better way for you to equate or
pass onto us the basis upon which Verizon nade the
decision to put a tower here. It used to be easy
in the old days. And | understand it's hard, and
t hi ngs change wth sone devel opnents, and
popul ation shifts, there are changes there too. |
don't know i f anybody el se has that problem

MR. BALDWN. Senator, Muirphy, perhaps
I could just add --

SENATOR MURPHY: (Go ahead.

MR. BALDWN:. -- that the pieces that
Jaime and Tony were testifying to are in different
pl aces. And perhaps what we can do prior to the
followup hearing is put theminto one nore
conci se docunent so that it's clearer for the
Council as to the justification for the facility.

SENATOR MURPHY: R ght. Thank you.
And what I"'mreally tal king about is the next tine
you gather together to do a capacity site, |1'd
like to see it.

MR. MERCIER: Just a followup on sone
t hi ngs that were di scussed. So M. Laredo, as you

present in the application, this is a service gap
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site, as well as it's a capacity site. 1|Is that
correct?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): That's correct.

MR. MERCI ER. Does one take precedence
over the other? |Is there a particular site or
sector that's exhausting that you need to have
relief to, or is a coverage gap just as inportant?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): Actually the --
well, all the issues are inportant, although this
one was originally designed to alleviate all gaps
as soon as possible. Certainly there are specific
sectors that are calling for nore capacity than
the rest of the exhausting ones. It's worth
ment i oni ng Handen North Connecticut Ganma sector.
It's the one that really needs special attention
as wel | .

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. That's the one
that was listed in Interrogatory 57

THE W TNESS (Laredo): That's correct.

MR. MERCIER: And there's three others
that are listed there. There's Handen North 2,
700 Beta; Handen 700 Beta, and Handen 2|1 00 Bet a.
And those three were just |listed as exhausting,
but there was no tine frane given. So that's

informati on that we coul d have al so. | don't know
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i f you have that information now or not.

THE WTNESS (Laredo): | can certainly
prepare that for those.

MR. MERCIER: And al so to continue on
in that interrogatory response, it states that the
new site proposed here today wll provide "songe"
capacity relief to those three sectors | just
| isted, but it doesn't really say what "sonme" is.
Is that a significant portion of the sector? |Is
it 50 percent? To have sone type of qualification
as to what "sone" neans woul d be hel pful.

THE W TNESS (Laredo): | can guarantee
at | east 30 percent offload for the Handen North
Ganma sector, and quite a small portion of offl oad
for the other two sectors.

MR. MERCIER: The other two are Handen
700, and Handen 21007?

THE WTNESS (Laredo): I'msorry?

MR. MERCI ER.  Your response said Handen
700, and Handen 2100 in Interrogatory 5.

THE W TNESS (Laredo): That's correct.

MR MERCIER. So | think you just gave
me 30 percent for Handen North too.

THE W TNESS (Laredo): That's right.

MR. MERCIER: So now we have the two
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ot hers, Handen 700 and Handen 2100.

THE W TNESS (Laredo): | cannot
definitely give a specific nunber because it
requires optimzation of the site as well.

MR. MERCIER: Ckay. Now, when you
desi gned the site, right now you have sone
coverage gaps, which you outlined, and al so you
stated that the Handen North Gamma sector is
al ready exhausted, or just about to be. Wen you
designed the site, how far into the future do you
plan to provide the relief; that is, howlong wll
this site work and keepi ng the Handen North Ganma
wor ki ng wi t hout exhausting agai n? Wuld that be a
problemif this site was built, if Handen North
Gamma exhaust again in sone future tine, maybe
five years or --

THE W TNESS (Laredo): At this point
It's so far in advance, but based on how the
traffic trend is growng right now, it's nore than
enough to provide capacity for all the nei ghboring
sectors that it intends to help in the next three
to four years. Although the one thing |I cannot
guarantee is howtraffic is being -- | nean,
services are being utilized by our subscri bers.

Based upon what we see in the past years, it's
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gromng a little simlar to exponential so --

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. Just one ot her
question. You provided these coverage nmaps. Now,
by providing capacity relief to the proposed
service area, would it actually be snmaller than
shown, you know, effective service area because if
this proposed site overlaps wth a good portion of
Handen North, would the actual service area of
this site be smaller on this plan?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): That's correct.
It will be sonewhere in between. But of course
factors |i ke topography and the | ocation of the
proposed facility, it tends to cover nore, as
opposed to Handen North's existing coverage, so it
wi |l eventually shrink as part of our
optim zati on.

MR MERCIER: It will shrink right
after you turn it on and optimze it?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): Yes.

MR MERCIER So by saying it wll
provide service to 5 square mles, but really once
you turn it on and optimze it, it's going to be a
lot smaller, 1'll just say two-and-a-half square
mles, just throw ng figures out there just

randomy. | nean, it wll shrink. So it's not
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really servicing 5 square mles?

THE W TNESS (Laredo): | cannot say the
majority it will shrink, but definitely there's a
significant reduction, yes.

MR. MERCI ER. Thank you.

SENATOR MURPHY: | have a questi on,
M. Chai r man.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hardi ng.

MR. HARDER: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
| wanted to just try to pin down a couple of |oose
ends on the visibility issue. | know the Counci
on Environnental Quality had included a conment in
their letter, a suggestion, | guess, that
addi ti onal phot ographs be provided that they felt
woul d be nore nmeaningful. | know there's sone
phot ographs in the proposal from Country C ub
Road, but | believe they're further down Country
Club Road. They're not right at the cul -de-sac.

And | know you had i ndicated that just
generally one of the reasons why sone phot ographs
hadn't been taken cl oser was because to do that
you'd have to go on private property. So |I'm
wondering, | guess, two questions: One, in any of
t he subm ssions have you provided, or could you

provi de, photographs that are nore responsive to
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the CEQ commrent and request? And the other thing
I's, have you requested perm ssion fromthe
property owners to go on their property to take
phot ogr aphs that would be a little nore
meani ngful, a little nore denonstrative, | guess,
of what the views would be fromthose properties?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): To answer
your question, we have on sone dockets, once we're
into the process, gone to fol ks' properties. As a
matter of course, we do this at the direction of
Verizon. And, of course, we can't -- we really
don't have an application at that point, so we
really don't have a nechanismother than to really
go knock on sonebody's door. So we don't as a
matter of right go on private property.

Wiat we do try to do is to eval uate
t hose properties as best we can basically standi ng
at the edge of their driveway. |If there's a shot
that's worth taking, we wll. W have | ot of
photos we often take that don't make it into the
report that are essentially looking into the woods
or into obstructed areas. That's hel pful for us
to go back and take | ook at so we can ki nd of
characterize a view.

But | guess to answer your question as
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honestly as possible, there's just no nechanismto
go and request to get onto fol ks' properties. So
what we try to do, again, is just do the best we
can in ternms of trying to characterize it either
fromthe edge of our property | ooking back into
their property, or again fromthe public
rights-of-way, and try to nmake sone -- get as good
a factual opinion as we can as to what the views

m ght be from those backyards.

So yes, we don't really -- again, we
don't -- unless we're asked during the process to
do it, that's about the only tine we've really
gone onto private properties.

MR, HARDER: | can see in sone
situations taking a photograph and doing a
simulation fromthe driveway, or end of the
dri veway, m ght be representative, but | guess
t hi nki ng specifically of the Sorrentinos, the end
of the driveway really isn't representative.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Absolutely.

MR. HARDER: The other thing is, you
say you don't have a nechanism Isn't the
mechani sm just knocki ng at the door and asking for
per m ssi on?

THE WTNESS (Libertine): Wll, we' ve
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run into problenms in the past with that in that
there are legal issues. |'mrepresenting Verizon
to step onto sonebody el se's property w thout
protection for both the property owner, as well as
nysel f and ny conpany. It gets a little bit
sticky. So we've been doing this for about 20
years. And so that's becone kind of the standard
procedure. It has its Iimtations. You bring up
a good point, but they are limtations, and
they're ones we have to live with. So that's kind
of where we've gotten to this point.

SENATOR MURPHY: You shoul d do a
survey. You have statutory authority to do that.
THE CHAI RVAN: Dr. Kl enens.

DR. KLEMENS: | just want to follow up
on that. And |'ve seen the problems in the past
when peopl e have cone out on private property.

But that doesn't preclude the intervenor from
doing a photo sinulation fromher driveway and
submtting it to the Council.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Certainly.
Absol ut el y.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you.

MR. HARDER: | have a coupl e of

questions, | guess, to get to the visibility issue
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sonewhat. | understand fromthe petition
regardi ng wetlands that | think the cl osest
wetland to the tower |ocation is about 600 feet.
Is that -- or is it 300? | recall a couple

di fferent nunbers.

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): It's
approxi nately 280 feet off the property to the
south is the cl osest wetl and resource.

MR. HARDER: So there's no wetland on
t he property itself?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): That's
correct. There are no wetl ands on the subject
property or in close proximty to the proposed
tower along the property boundary.

MR. HARDER: So | guess |' m wonderi ng
just in general thinking of wetlands or other
| ssues, one question, are there any residences or
structures, residential structures, | guess, on
the property inmmediately to the north of the
subj ect property?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): No, that's
undevel oped wooded | and.

MR, HARDER: So |I'mwondering, | think
you addressed a point raised by M. Mercier

earlier about the possibility of noving the
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facility slightly north. Wuld anything be gained
by noving it east, north and then east, so it's
further fromthe properties on Country Club? The
visibility fromthere isn't as nuch of an issue.
That's why | was wondering was there any

resi dences on the northerly property, does it
raise or bring up any issues related to wetl ands
on those properties, visibility fromthose
properties, or anything else?

THE W TNESS (Libertine): W certainly
are not constrained noving to the north, or the
nort heast, by any kind of a wetland resource, or
any natural feature, nor do we push it really
t owards any resi dences, or nuch closer to any
resi dences because, again, we have sone buffer to
t he north.

This site has kind of a long history in
that AT&T was interested in this particular
property years back, and this is essentially the
sane exact |ocation that the property owner had
executed a |l ease with AT&T at that tine. So now
we fast forward, AT&T, for whatever reason, still
has a need in this area, but it wasn't in their
build plan, they stepped out, and Verizon cane in.

And the property owner said, well, here's where we
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were, why don't we just do this. So that's kind
of basically how we got here.

To your point, from ny perspective,
aesthetically, noving the conpound and tower to
the northeast to get it essentially along the wood
edge into the field so we're not really disturbing
alot of trees, solely fromny perspective,
aesthetically, that's a win/wn, because we're
mai ntai ning the buffer. W are inpacting the
property owners operation. | think that's
probably his main reason for wanting to kind of
just push it into the woods slightly. But
certainly froman aesthetic standpoint for the
nei ghbors to the south, there is certainly an
advant age to consider that type of a shift. W
certainly have no other constraints.

MR. HARDER: Thank you. No nore
questi ons.

THE CHAI RVAN: Dr. Kl enens.

DR. KLEMENS:. Follow ng up on that
question, | was anmazed when we went on the site
t oday, and we wal ked up the hill, and then we
wal ked down to what | call the nonopole in the
hole, and it just seens to ne that it's terribly

inefficient. Let ne back up. Wat is the
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el evati on where the current conpound is being
ground ASL?

So where I"'mgoing with this is I'm
going to ask you what the ASL is on the basalt
ridge to the north behind the residence of the
house and what the difference in feet is.

THE WTNESS (Libertine): 1'mgoing to
have to defer to the site plan here.

DR. KLEMENS: Let ne tell you where |'m
going wwth this. 1'd like to get the figures. |
mean, we wal ked out down the second alternative.
We wal ked up what is basically a basalt ridge.
Amazi ng you see Christmas trees blasted into
little holes growng into that basalt ridge. And
it occurred to nme is how nany feet of this tower
would we save if we put it up on that ridge? |
mean, | just looked at it. | think it would
probably cut 20, 30 feet off the tower, just ny --
and then | | ooked who woul d be i npacted nost, and
there was a gray house. And | realize now | ooki ng
at your application that that's the | easehol der's
house. So that to ne seens a | ogical place to put
atower. It makes the tower shorter. |t obviates
the need for a massive road that goes through

woodl and, and it just seens a much nobre sensible
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place to put a tower. And yes, you've cut down a
few stunted Christmas trees which are struggling
to growin the traprock there. It just seenms so
silly to see what we're doi ng.

THE W TNESS (Libertine): Dr. Kl enens,
since we're com ng back, and this is going to
require probably everyone at this table' s input,
could we maybe table that, and cone back to that
when we cone back on the 13th?

DR. KLEMENS: Sur e.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): W can have a

nore conprehensive answer. | think you' re putting
alot of us on the spot. |I'mnot sure we have the
exact elevation. | know Jaine woul d have to | ook

at it. And | don't want to speak for him but ny
understanding typically it's not just a matter of
i f you had an X value here, and we gain 20 feet
here, we could drop 20 feet. But your point is a
valid one, and we should | ook at that, and cone
back wth an educated answer for you.

DR. KLEMENS: | nean, to ne just from
nmy |ayman's perspective, you should try to put
your tower at a higher spot nearby, and not a
| ower spot and make up for it in the structure.

That's just ny -- 1'd like you to |look into that.
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I'd also i ke you to not have to take down al
t hose trees.

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): 1It's a good
poi nt .

DR. KLEMENS: To ne you've got a field
there, and it seens logical to put it in a field,
as opposed to putting it in a known forest.

THE WTNESS (Befera): And that's
certainly sonething, Dr. Kl enens, that we would

have to discuss with the owner of the property

t 0o.

DR. KLEMENS: | could see the owner
maght like to like it as far away from his house
as possible. | can understand, but I'd Iike you

to at | east consider that, because | think that,
to ne, |looked |like a |ogical place.

Let's get to capacity because |
struggle wwth the sanme thing that Senator Murphy
didis, | |ooked at the propagati on maps and saw
except for the 2100 negahertz that really it's a
capacity issue. And | struggle with the sane
thing. You're supposed to determ ne need, and yet
how do you -- you really don't have any dat a,
conparative data, to determ ne need. You say you

have X nunber of dropped calls as a percentage,
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but that's such a huge part of the state. | have
no i dea what that neans in terns of the overal
nunber of calls that are happening. You're in a
very densely popul ated part of the state. It
doesn't seemli ke that many dropped calls, but
that's just, again, ny perspective. But | don't
know how we can neasure need.

And | cone frompart of the state where
| can drive down ny road -- and |I'ma Verizon
custoner -- and | have dropped calls two or three
times by the tine | get to the end of ny road. So
| guess what | see is we're building capacity in
the dense parts of the state. W're doing very
little to i nprove basic voice service in rural
parts of the state. That's just a comrent.

Monopol e col | apse. Do you have any
data on nonopol e col |l apse? W keep hearing about
having to put the pole a certain distance froma
house because the pole can collapse. Do we have
any data, have nonopol es col | apsed?

THE W TNESS (Befera): There's very
limted data on it because it is sonething that
really doesn't happen. The way that nonopol es are
desi gned, you notice they taper as they go higher

up. The reason for that is in the case of serious
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weat her, and designs and standards vary based on
counties, based on average w nd speeds. So a
design for a coastal county would have to be much
nore substantial than a design for say an inland
county, for exanple. Meaning that the coastal
tower would have to be nore fortified to hold the
sane anount of equi pnment than the inland one
woul d. Right.

Now, they're tapered |ike that because
shoul d there be sonet hing beyond the normal
hurri cane, tornado, they're designed -- the
hi ghest wi nds are higher up typically -- they're
designed to bend and fall into thenselves, not to
fall over fromthe base. That's why you don't
hear about towers falling over fromthe base. You
m ght hear about a failure towards the upper
portion where it's tapering, and it just bends
into itself, but still renmains upright.

DR. KLEMENS: So one of the
I ntervenor's concerns is that the proximty and
was it 220 feet fromthe property line, 270 feet
fromher hone, that if a tower were to coll apse,
or partially coll apse, that would al so set off
potentially trees coll apsing toward her house. Do

you have any data on such an event happeni ng?

78




© o0 ~N oo o b~ w N

N N N N N o o e
oa A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

THE W TNESS (Befera): MNo, sir. No,
sir. | have no data on any of our towers
col I apsi ng, not even bending over. | nean, we
stress these things out for a m ni mum of four
carriers, and we nake sure that our towers are
well fortified.

DR. KLEMENS: So this tower is going to
be 160 feet tall?

THE W TNESS (Befera): As the proposal
st ands, yes.

DR. KLEMENS: And her property is 220
and 270. So even if it were to fall over
conpl etely, which you say has never happened, it
still would not reach her property?

THE W TNESS (Befera): That's correct.

DR. KLEMENS: Has there ever been a
nonopol e bent over coll apsed in Connecticut?

THE WTNESS (Befera): |'mnot aware of
any, sir.

DR. KLEMENS: Could you |look to see if
it's happened? Because we hear about this a lot.
People bring this up. And I'd like to know if
t here's been any data on that where if you could
for the next hearing see if there's any

I nformati on on that because it just woul d be
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hel pful to ne.

THE WTNESS (Befera): GCkay. | only
know t hat none of ours have ever, but we'll see if
we can find sonmething. You know, maybe in the

m dwest where they get a | ot of tornadoes,

sonething like that. | don't know.
DR. KLEMENS: Well, I'"'mnore interested
inright inthis region. | nean, | lived in

Florida for a tinme, and | see how they reinforce
themin Florida. It's different than here because
of hurricanes. But 1'd |like to know here, here,
i f you have infornmation here from New Engl and of
any of this happening.

THE W TNESS (Befera): Should we Iimt
our search to the State of Connecticut?

DR. KLEMENS: Connecti cut,
Massachusetts, New England. | nean, within our
region. There's no reason to go down. |I'mjust
curious if there' s ever been any instance of it,
because we hear about it all the tine as a reason
to nove it away from residences, and people don't
want it near their residence. 1'd just like to
get sone information, if it exists. Thank you. |
think I've covered pretty nuch --

The trees that you propose to take down
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are prinmarily red oaks, | presune. |[|s that
correct?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): That is
correct. It's predom nantly an oak-beech dom nant
forest. So the majority of trees to be renoved
are oak, red and bl ack oak.

DR. KLEMENS: Do you have any sense of
the age of those trees, and how long it took them
to get to that size? It's, | presune, a
second-growt h forest?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): It certainly
Is a second-growth forest. There are a | ot of
factors that go into determining tree age w t hout
actual sanpling. Sone of that area is pretty thin
soiled. So the |larger trees are probably ol der
than trees that would be in a conparabl e forest
that had nore rich soils. But | would probably
estimate that sone of those trees are 60, 80 years
old, maybe a little bit older, but probably in
that range, but definitely it's a second-growth
forest.

DR. KLEMENS: Wbul d you
characterize this -- we'll get to the box turtle.
Woul d you characterize this as a fragnmented

subur ban habitat, or nore of an i ntact forest
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habi t at ?

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): Essentially
there's -- including the subject property and then
properties to the north -- there's a small core

forest that's probably classified as a small core
forest habitat that's been heavily fragnented
along the margins by the golf course, and then
resi denti al devel opnents that essentially surround
that area. So it's not a large intact forest

bl ock. It's probably a small fragnented core
forest.

DR. KLEMENS: Can you just again for
the next hearing give us a sense of what the size
of that forest block is, if it's nore than 500
acres, or nore than 1,000 acres?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): Yes, we'l
provi de that information.

DR. KLEMENS: Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): You're
wel cone.

DR. KLEMENS: No further questions, M.
Chai r man.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Hannon.

MR. HANNON: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

To follow up on the wetl ands and the mappi ng, Tab
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11 shows the wetl ands, and they're delineated as
Connecticut DEEP wetl ands. Was there any specific
soil testing done on the site?

THE W TNESS (CGustafson): There was
soil testing done on the subject property. W did
a thorough investigation of the property,
particularly in locations within 200 feet of the
proposed devel opnent activities. No wetland soils
were identified on the subject property. So we,
in order to try to identify the nearest wetl and
resource to the proposed project, we relied on the
state wetl and data provi ded by DEEP.

MR. HANNON: Thank you.

THE W TNESS (Qustafson): You're
wel cone.

MR. HANNON: Actually in the
i ntroduction, the executive sunmary on page 22,
are the estimted cost and schedule. The first
itemis the overall scheduling. It |ooks like
you' re saying roughly 8 to 12 weeks after the D&M
pl an woul d be submtted to the Council and
approved. |Is that correct?

MR. BALDWN. Can you give us that page
reference again? |'msorry.

MR. HANNON: Page 22.
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MR. BALDWN. O the application?

THE W TNESS (Li bertine): Executive
sumary.

MR. HANNON: It's actually under
Connecticut State Historic Preservation Oficer.
And | don't understand why it's there, but it's
dealing with the overall scheduling, capital D1.

THE W TNESS (Befera): Yes, that's
accurate. Yes.

MR. HANNON: And that is after the --
assum ng this gets approved and t he D&M pl an comes
in, it's roughly two to three nonths after the
approval of the D&M pl an?

THE WTNESS (Befera): Yes. There
m ght be a gap there up to 30 days to obtain the
actual building permt because we can't apply for
the building permt w thout the approved D&M  And
bui I di ng i nspectors have up to 30 days once
they're in receipt of all naterials requested to
I ssue that.

MR. HANNON: That's fine. Thank you.
Goi ng between C-2 and G2, neaning the old map and
t he new map. The old map was submitted in the
original application. There was a line of silt

fence that was proposed to the southwest portion
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of the drive, and there was al so a | evel spreader.
In | ooking at the map that was just recently done
rel ocating the road to the north, none of that
seens to have al so been incorporated in the plan.
And |I' m assum ng, based on the topography that
|'ve seen on the original submttal, is that you
are going to need to put in a | evel spreader
there, and you probably still need to do the silt
fence as a precautionary neasure. But is that
sonet hi ng you can go back and nmake sure that that
I s addressed for the next neeting?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes, sir. The
alternate plan is shown -- or we'd like to be able
to provide an alternate. |It's not being proposed
as at that tinme was the final design solution. So
the silt fence, to the extent that grading, the
sedi nentation erosion control, and the storm
drai nage neasures around it still need to be
addressed to be able to acconmmpbdate that driveway,
and however that conmpound and that driveway
interacts with the conmpound. So yes.

MR. HANNON: Under st ood.

MR, BALDW N: I nmean, we've got sone
tine to do that now And we'll take care of that

bet ween now and the 13th.
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MR. HANNON:. That's fine. | just want
to make sure that's addressed. And the nunbers
probably changed. You nmay not have had a chance
to look at this. | had asked the question out at
the site as far as what was the net fill vol une,
net nmaterial that needed to be brought into the
site. That was given the original |oad |ocation.
"' mjust wondering if you by any chance wor ked out
the nunbers in terns of the anount of nmaterial,
anount of fill that has to be brought to the site,
i f you're using the northern-nost route proposed.

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes. Wth the
joys of texting, | contacted the office, and they
told nme through text that the original was 330
cubi c yards, and the alternate was 410 cubic
yar ds.

MR. HANNON: 400 what ?

THE W TNESS (Couch): 410.

MR. HANNON: Thank you.

Al so, it looks |like -- another question
| had out at the site was at approximately station
zero plus 80. It looked |ike there was a drai nage
swal e out there. It |ooks as though the road, by
relocating it to the north, it may circunvent a

| arge portion of that area, but that's sonething
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that could be | ooked at. You can see by the
grading that's out there, the current topography,
bei ng out on the site, you can see it actually
drai ning fromthe northeast towards the sout hwest.
And | just want to nmake sure that what's being
done, both in terns of the drainage that nay be

pi cked up by the fill that's going in on the
roadway, is not going to have an adverse inpact on
any property to the south?

THE W TNESS (Couch): Yes, that would
be | ooked at, absol utely.

MR. HANNON: Actually sone of my other
questi ons have been asked and answered, so |
actually believe that is about it. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN: M. Levesque.

MR, LEVESQUE: |If Verizon acquires
Cel | co, what ki nd changes would result in sone of
the facilities? Has Verizon acquired any
equi pnent ?

THE WTNESS (Befera): I|I'msorry. |
didn't catch that.

MR. LEVESQUE: Do you have a proposed
acqui si tion of another conpany?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Qur proposed

acquisition -- oh, in the nedia you nay have heard
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of sonmething that we're | ooking at, Yahoo.

MR. LEVESQUE: R ght.

THE W TNESS (Befera): Wll, that would
be so that we coul d expand the service that we
provide to a whol e new set of custoners, perhaps,
or expand the services that we provide to our
exi sting custoners. | nean, we need to --
everybody who wants a cell phone these days has a
cell phone pretty much. R ght? So other than
t aki ng customers from T-Mobil e, or T-Mobile taking
custoners fromus, for the conpany to continue to
grow and be profitable, we need to expand our
areas of business. That's why you m ght have
heard about themtal king about D sney, you heard
t hem t al ki ng about Yahoo, different types of nedi a
that |'msure the conpany wants to get into
because the conpany needs to continue to grow.

MR. LEVESQUE: Wuld there be nore
equi pnent that would have to be install ed at
antenna sites?

THE W TNESS (Befera): That's really
hard to say at this point. Wat we are famliar
wth is the next generation of wireless, and it's
the 5G and | think that's taken on as it has

evol ved fromthe original days of wrel ess
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technol ogy. Everything seens to be getting a
little smaller. |t doesn't necessarily nean that
the structure is going to get shorter, but in sone
i nstances that could be the case if you have, you
know, different types of frequencies, or different
types of services, if we were to add additi onal
types of services that we don't currently offer as
aresult of an acquisition, it mght be an
addi ti onal equi pnent on the ground, it m ght be an
addi ti onal or substitution of the equi pnent on the
exi sting structures. Those are the only forns it
really could take, if it's going to be delivered
in a wreless fashion.

MR. LEVESQUE: Thank you. And as far
as when you do your analysis of |oading or
failure, isn't the biggest danger in New Engl and
ice on the facility and a wind stormwhere there's
ice on it?

THE W TNESS (Befera): They are
designed with assumng it is coated in so nuch of
an inch of radial ice around the whol e thing.
That's all worked into the conservative design.
And those standards are very conservati ve.

MR. LEVESQUE: And actually they m ght

be nore resistant to ice, wind storm than |lattice
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t owers?

THE W TNESS (Befera): Once again, |
think it all depends on what it's designed for
because there are lattice towers out there that
are designed to hold a whole | ot nore than
nonopol es and vice-versa. It depends on the
design. The difference with the nonopol e versus
the lattice tower in terms of structural integrity
IS when you get to the point where you're at 90
percent of the tower's capacity, it's a |ot easier
to beef up a lattice tower's capacity than it is a
nonopol e' s capacity.

MR. LEVESQUE: Thank you. On the
gener ator you have, you know, a 4 cylinder diesel
generator. And you fairly stated that some of the
honeowner s have ot her brands generators also. |Is
there a generator nodel or type that you coul d
choose that woul d be quieter?

THE WTNESS (Befera): |'mnot aware of
a different nodel or type of generator that woul d
run quieter. What we do know is that we get, in
applications like this, we get the -- they have
different grades of nmuffler systens. \Wether it
be in a commercial area, or residential area, or

I ndustrial area, they have different grades of
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sound attenuati ng encl osures that go over these
units. And what we do on all of ours, regardl ess
of where they go, is we get the best sound
attenuati ng encl osure that they call the
residential, we get the residential nmuffler on it,
so that sound is mnimzed. And these units, as
you' ve seen nmany applications of ours in the past,
are one-third of the size of units we've got in
hundreds of | ocations throughout the State of
Connecti cut .

MR. LEVESQUE: So if approved, you'd
make efforts to get the best cabinets, and the
| at est nodel that's quieter?

THE W TNESS (Befera): W do. W do
that. And we al so have when it conmes to the
concern for the tank systens and the doubl e wall
nature of the fire marshal approved doubl e wal
tank systens and belly tanks. R ght? W also
have a programthat we replace our ol der
generators every year. Every year we all ocate,
let's call it, a mllion dollars in the State of
Connecticut for us to |look at the statistics, the
servicing statistics of each and every unit from
t he operations team and those generators that

required the nost anount of service calls in the
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prior calendar year, in addition to those that
have been in service for the | ongest |ength of
tine, we target those each and every year to be
replaced with new units. So we have an ongoi ng
gener at or nai nt enance program and repl acenent plan
so that we don't have units out there for | onger
t han they shoul d be.

MR. LEVESQUE: GCkay. Thank you.

THE CHAIRVAN:.  We're going to recess

now. We'IIl resunme deliberations at 7 p.m, at
which tine we'll comrence the public comment
sessi on.

MR, COHEN: M. Chairman --

THE CHAI RVAN: | haven't even gotten ny
chance to go yet.

MR COHEN:. M. Chairman, nay | ask a
procedural question? Wth respect to the
continued hearing, which is a termthat | use
anyway, June 13th, there were a | ot of great
questions that the Council nenbers and staff asked
t oday, generated. M/ cross-exam nation could be
very lengthy. M suggestion is if the Council is
anenabl e, |'m happy to send a suppl enental set of
I nterrogatories, and perhaps m nim ze that cross.

But | don't want to do that w thout your
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per m ssi on.

THE CHAI RVAN.  We' Il devel op the
schedul e. And we appreciate that.

MR. COHEN. Thank you.

THE CHAI RVAN:  We' || provide the
procedure on when --

MR COHEN:. It would al so be hel pful,
respectfully, if we could get the responses that
t he applicant was asked to provide today a little
bit earlier than the day before the hearing. |
don't nmean to be facetious, but the sooner we can
get that --

THE CHAI RVAN:  There will be a
schedul e.

MR. COHEN. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the wi tnesses were excused

and t he above proceedi ngs were adjourned at 5:06

p. m)
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CERTI FI CATE

| hereby certify that the foregoing 93 pages
are a conpl ete and accurate conputer-ai ded
transcription of nmy original stenotype notes taken
of the Public Hearing in Re: DOCKET NO. 471,
CELLCO PARTNERSHI P DY B/ A VERI ZON W RELESS
APPLI CATI ON FOR A CERTI FI CATE OF ENVI RONVENTAL
COVPATI BI LI TY AND PUBLI C NEED FOR THE
CONSTRUCTI ON, MAI NTENANCE AND OPERATI ON OF A
TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS FACI LI TY LOCATED AT 208 KI RK
ROAD, HAMDEN, CONNECTI CUT, whi ch was hel d before
ROBERT STEIN, CHAI RVAN, at Menorial Town Hall,
2372 Wi tney Avenue, Handen, Connecticut, May 2,
2017.

%&M (il

Lisa L. Warner, L.S. R, 061

Court Reporter
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