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(Hearing comenced: 3:05 p.m)

MR, STEIN. Good afternoon, |adies and
gentl enmen of the Council. 1'd like to call order to this
neeti ng of the Connecticut Siting Council. Today is
Tuesday, Septenber 1, 2015, approximately 3:00 p.m M
nane is Robin Stein, I'm Chairman of the Siting Council.

O her nenbers of the Council are Senator Mirphy, our
Vi ce- Chai rman, M. Hannon, designee fromthe Departnent of
Energy and Environnental Protection, Conmm ssioner Caron,
desi gnee fromthe Chairman of Public Uility Regul atory
Aut hority, Dr. Klenens and M. Lynch. Menbers of the
staff present are Mel ani e Bachman, our executive director,
staff attorney, and Robert Mercier our siting analyst.
This hearing is held pursuant to the provision of
Title 16 of the Connecticut General Statutes and of the
Uni form Adm ni strative Procedure Act upon an application
from Eversource Energy for a Certificate of Environnental
Conpatibility and Public Need for the construction,
mai nt enance, and operation of a 115 kilovolt bul k
substation | ocated at 290 Railroad Avenue in G eenw ch,
Connecticut, and two 115 kil ovolt underground transm ssi on
circuits extendi ng approximtely 2.3 mles between the
proposed substation and the existing Cos Cob substation in

G eenwi ch, Connecticut, plus the related substation




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N I N N N N T o i o e
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

| Mprovenents.

This application was received by the Council on
June 26, 2015. As a remnder to all, off the record
conmuni cation with the nenber of the Council or nmenber of
the Council's staff upon the nerits of the application is
prohibited by law. At the nonment the parties and
I ntervenors to the proceedings are as follows: Eversource
Ener gy, Mari anne Dubuque, an attorney representing them
and al so intervenor, Ofice of Consuner Council and both
Lauren Bidra or Margaret Bain.

W will proceed in accordance with the prepared
agenda, copies are available in the front. Also avail able
are copies of the Council's Citizen Guide to Siting Council
Procedures. At the end of this afternoon session we w ||
recess and resune again at 6:30 p.m The 6:30 p.m hearing
session wll be reserved for the public to make a bri ef
oral statenment into the record. | wish to note that
parties, intervenors, and witnesses are not permitted to
participate in the public coments session.

| also wish to note, for those who are here, and
for the benefit of your friends and nei ghbors who are
unable to join us for the public conment session, that
you -- they may send witten statenents to the Council
wthin 30 days of today's date. Their statenent wll be

given the sane weight as if spoken at the hearing. A
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verbatimtranscript will be nmade of the hearing and
deposited into with the Town Cerk's Ofice in Geenw ch
for the conveni ence of the public.

Ckay, we have a nunber of notions. W have a
request from Parker Stacey dated July 30, 2015 for party
status in this proceeding. Staff recomends intervenor
status; do | have a notion?

MR, KLEMENS: Second.

MR STEIN. Any discussion? Al those in
favor signify by saying aye.

MR, KLEMENS: Aye.

MR LYNCH  Aye.

MR STEIN. (Qpposed. Extension notion
carries. Council received a request from Pet Pantry Super
D scount Store, LLC, dated 2015 for party intervenor
status. Staff recomends intervenor status.

MR LYNCH. So noted.

MR STEIN:. Mbdtion second. All those in
favor signify by saying aye.

MR LYNCH  Aye.

MR, STEIN. Opposed. Extension notion
carries. The Council received a request fromthe Field
Poi nt Estate Townhouses, Inc. dated August 20th for an
I ntervenor status. Staff recomrends approval.

VR. KLEMENS: Second.
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MR STEIN:. The notion is seconded. Al
those in favor signify by saying aye.

MR KLEMENS: Aye.

MR, STEIN:. QOpposed. Extension notion
carries. The Council received a request from Christine
Edwar ds dat ed August 25, 2015 for intervenor status.
Staff recommends approval .

MR, LYNCH: Second.

MR STEIN. Second. Al those in favor
signify by saying aye.

MR LYNCH: Aye.

MR STEIN. (Qpposed. Extension notion
carries. Council received a request fromRi chard G anof f
dat ed August 26, 2015 for party status. Staff recomends
I nt ervenor st at us.

MR, KLEMENS: Second.

MR STEIN. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

MR KLEMENS: Aye.

MR STEIN. Qpposed. Extension notion
carries. Council received a request from Bella Nonna
Rest aurant and Pizzeria dated August 28, 2015 for
i ntervenor status. Staff recomends approval.

MR, LYNCH. Second.

MR STEIN. Al those in favor signify by




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N I N N N N T o i o e
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

sayi ng aye.

MR KLEMENS: Aye.

MR, STEIN. Qpposed. Extension notion
carries. Council received a request from Cecilia Mrgan
dat ed August 31, 2015 for party status. Staff recommends
I nt ervenor st at us.

MR, LYNCH:. So noved.

MR, KLEMENS: Second.

MR STEIN. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

MR, KLEMENS: Aye.

MR STEIN. (Qpposed. Extension notion
carries. Council received request from G eenw ch
Chiropractic and Nutrition dated August 31, 2015 for
i ntervenor status. Attorney Bachnan may wi sh to
comrent .

M5. BACHVAN:  Thank you, M. Chairman.
Staff recommends that the request for intervenor status be
granted and that the G eenwich Chiropractic and Nutrition
be approved with Bella Nona Restaurant and Pizzeria as
their interests are simlar, and we're able to do that
under Connecticut CGeneral Statute Section 16-10.

MR STEIN. The staff recommends approval,
but grouping them

MR LYNCH G oupi ng?
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3

STEI N: Yes.

3

LYNCH  Thank you.

3

STEIN. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

MR KLEMENS: Aye.

MR STEIN. (Qpposed. Extension notion
carries. Council received a Motion for a Protective O der
from Eversource Energy, Inc. dated August 13, 2015.
Attorney Bachman may wi sh to comment.

M5. BACHVAN:  Thank you, M. Chair man.
Eversource Energy requests a Mdtion for a Protective O der
for false data. |Its proprietary information and is not in
agreenent with the Information Act. The justification is
that the cross data being publicly avail able for the
bi ddi ng process for the project and the staff reconmends
t hat the notion be granted.

MR, STEIN:. So noved.

MR, LYNCH: Second.

MR STEIN. If there aren't any further
di scussions. All those in favor signify by saying aye.

MR KLEMENS: Aye.

MR, STEIN:. QOpposed. Extension notion
carried. And the applicant objects to the OCC
Interrogatories 10 and 13 dated August 18, 2015. Attorney

Bachnman may wi sh to comment.
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MS. BACHVAN: Thank you, M. Chairnman. The
applicant did provide |limted responses to the questions
presented by OCC. They do object on the basis of
rel evance. They do ask for sone specific custoner
informati on and the staff recomrend that the objections be
sust ai ned.

MR STEIN. So noved. | have a notion to
second to sustain the objection; all those in favor
signify by saying aye.

MR KLEMENS: Aye.

MR, STEIN:. QOpposed. Extension notion
carries. | noww sh to call your attention to those itens
shown on the hearing program narked Roman nuneral |.D.
Itenms 1 through 62. Does the applicant or any party or
I nt ervenor have any objection to the itens that the
Council has adm nistratively notice?

M5. DUBUQUE: M. Chairman, the applicant

has no objection. Thank you.

MR STEIN. Ckay. | nust admt that those
lights are shining brightly. I'mnot sure if |I can see
very well, I'll do ny best. So Council hereby

adm ni stratively notices these docunents, statenents, and
comrents; will the applicant present its wtness panel for
t he purpose of taking the oath. Attorney Bachman w ||

adm ni ster the oath.
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MS. DUBUQUE: Yes, thank you, M. Chairnman.
First we have two of the merit itens. The applicant filed
a request for admnistrative notice, so we would ask that
t hat request be consi dered.

MR STEIN. We'Il take that up | ater when
you're verifying exhibits. First we want to have
everybody take the oath, if that's all right?

MS. DUBUQUE: Onh, no, that's fine. Then we
wll proceed. So | am Attorney Dubuque, | amw th the
firmof Carnody, Torrance, Sandak and Hennessey. |
represent CL&P doi ng busi ness as Eversource Energy. And I
woul d |i ke the panel nenbers, who are seated beside ne, to
I ntroduce thensel ves by stating their nanmes and their
titles, and we'll start with ny right.

MR LI BERTI NE: |'"'m M chael Libertine, I'm
the director of Environnental Permtting and Siting for
(unintelligible).

MR GAGNON: |I''m Randy Gagnon, Eversource
Energy, and I'mthe director of Efficient Projects.

MR, BOWES: Kenneth Bowes, Vice-President
of Engi neering for Eversource Energy.

M5. GARDELL: Jackie Gardell, I'mthe
proj ect manager for the G eenwi ch substation and | awn
proj ect.

MS. DUBUQUE: For all of the w tnesses,
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I ncl udi ng wi tnesses on the panel and the possible
secondary w tnesses that we have wth us today, we have
furni shed the business cards for the court reporter and
correct spelling of their names. W have several
potential witnesses in the second row, and I'd like for
themto introduce thensel ves by stating their nanes and
titles, so please stand.

MR G ULIANO M nane is Sal Guliano and
' mthe manager of real estate for Eversource Energy.

MR MEZElI: Gabor Mezei, senior nanager for
Ever source exponent.

MR, FERRANTE: |'m David Ferrante, |'mthe
manager of distribution, resources and technol ogy.

MR H NZMAN: |'m Leslie H nzman, power
engi neers consul tant with Eversource Energy.

MR SWFT: Joseph Swift, operations
supervi sor for Eversource Energy.

MR STEIN. WII the panel rise so they can

t ake the oath, please?

(Panel sworn.)

MR STEIN. Ckay. Now, begi nning by

nunbering the exhibits and the filings you have nade in

this matter, naking requests to admnistratively notice

11
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exi sting docunents and verifying the docunents.

MS. DUBUQUE: Thank you, M. Chairman. W
have the followi ng exhibits we'd |like admtted into
evidence. The itemidentified as Exhibit 8 on the hearing
programis the admnistrative notify -- adm nistrative
notice itens. So | don't think we wll need to include
t hat because none of these w tnesses woul d be
aut henti cati ng those docunents.

Sol'dlike to proceed with Exhibit 1,
Eversource's application, filed June 26th with attachnents
and vote file 18H |isted on the hearing program Vote file
nunber two, dated July 10, 2015, item nunber 1RAJ on the
heari ng program

Exhi bit 2, Eversource's submttal of application
section MEF errata dated July 21, 2015. Exhibit 3,
Eversource's responses to Council's interrogatories dated
August 13, 2015. Exhibit 4, Eversource's resubmttal of
responses to Council's interrogatories 18 and 19 dated
August 20, 2015. Exhibit 5, Eversource submttal of
alternate site | ayout draw ng dated August 21, 2015.

Exhi bit 6, Eversource's submttal of list all sign posted
noti fications dated August 21, 2015. Exhibit 7,
Eversource's submttal of field reviewdriving route dated
August 21, 2015. Exhibit 12, Connecticut DEEP Nati onal

D versity Database letter dated July 23, 2015. Exhibit 13,
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open house video |oop. Exhibit 14, Eversource Energy
responses to OCC interrogatories -- sorry, Ofice of
Consuner Council interrogatories part one, dated August 26,
2015. Exhibit 15, Eversource Energy responses to Ofice of
Consuner Council interrogatories part two dated August 27,
2015. Exhibit 16, Eversource Energy responses to OCC
I nterrogatories part three dated August 28, 2015.

We al so have Exhibit 17, Eversource's
suppl enental responses. And Exhibit 18, Eversource's
responses to Field Point Estates Townhouses interrogatories
dat ed August 31, 2015.

And 1'd like to ask M. Bowes, M. Gagnon and M.
Gardell: Did you prepare and oversee the preparation of
t hese exhibits, Exhibit 12, which was the Connecticut DEEP
letter, and was that received by your conpany in the
ordi nary course of business?

MR, BOAES: Yes, | did.

MR GAGNON: Yes, | did.

M5. GARDELL: Yes, | did.

MS. DUBUQUE: Are there any corrections,
clarifications or additions, other than Exhibit 2 and the
errata and the Publication we wll be tal king about in a
m nute, and Exhibit 9, prefiled testinony?

MR. BOWES:. There are no changes.

MS. GARDELL: No changes.
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VR.
IVB.
know edge, is the

accur at e?

20 3

V.

GAGNON: No changes.
DUBUQUE: And, to the best of your

information in these exhibits true and

BONES: Yes, it is.

GARDELL: Yes, it is.

GAGNON:  Yes, it is.

DUBUQUE: And do you adopt those

materials as exhi bits?

VR,
IVB.
VR
IVS.

GAGNON:  Yes, | do.

GARDELL: Yes, | do.

BOAES: Yes, | do.

DUBUQUE: Moving on to Exhibit 9,

Eversource prefiled testinmony wth attachnments, and

Exhi bit 10, witness list and resunes of w tnesses.

Kennet h Bowes, M.

did you prepare or

Gagnon, and Ms. Gardell, 1'll ask you

oversee the preparation of Exhibit 9,

prefiled testinmony with your respective resunes incl uded

in Exhibit 107?

H 3 3

V.

BOWES: Yes, | did.

GAGNON:  Yes, | did.

GARDELL: Yes, | did.

DUBUQUE: Are there any corrections or

clarifications that you would like to add?

VR

BOVES: There are none.

14
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MR, GAGNON: There are none.

MS. GARDELL: There are none.

M5. DUBUQUE: To the best of your
know edge, is the information in Exhibit 9, your
respective resunes, are true and accurate?

MR BONES: Yes, it is.

M5. GAGNON:  Yes, it is.

MS. GARDELL: Yes, it is.

M5. DUBUQUE: Do you adopt the witten
testinmony in Exhibit 9 as your sworn testinony and you
adopt the respective resunes in Exhibit 10 as exhibits?

MR, BOWES: Yes, | do.

MR, GAGNON:  Yes, | do.

MS5. GARDELL: Yes, | do.

M5. DUBUQUE: As to Exhibit 10, the
resunes, other than M. Bowes, M. Gagnhon, M. Gardell
would like to ask M. Guliano, M. Ferrante, M. Swft

Dr. Mezei, and M. H nzman, can you please stand up for a

monent? WII you please state your respective nanes and
Indicate if there are any changes to your resune, and
whet her you adopt your resune in this exhibit?

MR, FERRANTE: David A Ferrante for
Eversource Energy. No changes and | adopt it.

MR NMEZElI: M nane is Gabor Mezei, ny CV

Is current, no changes to it and | adopt it as well.

15
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MR G ULIANG M nane is Salvatore
G uliano; there are no changes to ny resune and | adopt it
as nmy resune.

MR SWFT: M nane is Joseph Swift; there
are no changes to ny resune and | adopt it as testinony.

MR H NZMAN:. M nane is Leslie H nzman,
there are no changes to ny resune, and | adopt it as m ne.

MS. DUBUQUE: W will notice that M. Russo
and M. Case, who were listed on the hearing agenda, are
not with us this evening so we are not going to
authenticate their resunmes this evening. | would like to
finish with Exhibit 11 which is prefile testinony of
M chael Libertine. M. Libertine, did you prepare or
oversee the preparation of Exhibit 117?

MR, LI BERTI NE:  Yes.

M5. DUBUQUE: Are there any corrections,
clarifications or additions?

MR LIBERTINE: No, there are not.

MS. DUBUQUE: To the best of your
knowl edge, is the information in Exhibit 11, including
your resune, true and accurate?

MR, LI BERTI NE:  Yes.

M5. DUBUQUE: And did you adopt your
testinmony in Exhibit 11 as your sworn testinony?

MR LI BERTI NE: Yes.
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MS. DUBUQUE: Thank you. M. Chairman
we'd also like to offer one nore exhibit, and that would
be the docunent entitled CSC docket 461, G eenw ch
substation and |ine project, Septenber 1, 2015, 1:00 p.m,
Ever source Energy docket nunber 461, G eenw ch substation
and line project CST field review, Septenber 1, 2015 which
we brought with us this evening for the field review

Al'l of the drawings were included in the filing,
but we thought it would be inportant to have the handout
al so included as an exhibit. And I'll turn to Ms. Gardel | ;
was this docunment prepared under your supervision or
prepared by you?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, it was.

MS. DUBUQUE: And, to the best of your
know edge, is the information true and accurate?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, it is.

M5. DUBUQUE: And do you adopt the CSC
field review as an exhi bit?

MS5. GARDELL: Yes, | do.

MS. DUBUQUE: Thank you.

MR STEIN. Is this Exhibit 19?

MS. DUBUQUE: Yes. M. Chai rnan, |
respectfully request that the Council admit into evidence
Eversource's Exhibits 1 through 19, and excl udi ng Exhi bit

A which is actually our request for admnistrative
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noti ce.

MR STEIN. Thank you. Does any party or
i ntervenor object to the adm ssion of the applicant's
exhi bits? Herein seeing none, the exhibits are admtted.
W will now begin with cross-exam ning -- the
cross-exam nation of the applicants by the staff
exam ner .

MR, MERCIER: Thank you. 1I'mgoing to
begin by going over the field review materials that were
submtted to understand the field review today just based
on ny observations. | took a few notes and | have a --

t hose that don't have the maps with themright now, it
appears that appendix C and D to the application have the
sanme maps. |'mreferring to actually the second fol dout
map in the field review handout, and that's the Cos Cob
pl an section draw ng.

Now, at the field reviewtoday it was pointed out
that there is a transm ssion structure and wood pol e that
w ||l be renoved, and according to the map, although it's
not specifically showng -- is that in the area to the
right where it says new breaker on the | eft-hand draw ng of
the map -- left-hand side of the map?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, it is.

MR MERCIER. kay. So was this

transm ssion tower -- there is a wood pole; is the intent
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to conbi ne what those two structures are carrying onto one
pole, or is a new pole proposed for a entirely separate
pur pose?

M5. GARDELL: The new pol e would be
designed to do the function of those two pol es.

MR MERCIER. Ckay. | noticed on the
exi sting tower there appears to be a power nount used by a
t el ecommuni cation carrier at the site.

MS. GARDELL: Yes, there is.

MR MERCIER Ckay. |If the new tower
that's going in for the substation -- would the
t el ecommuni cation carrier be supported by the new
structure?

MS. GARDELL: No, they would not. They
woul d be relocated to a structure closer to the river.

MR MERCIER Is this structure on
Eversource's property?

MS. GARDELL: It's an existing structure.

MR MERCIER: Thank you. | also noticed on
the last tower there was an osprey nest; are there any
restrictions working around that tower when there's a
nesting osprey?

M5. GARDELL: W plan to work with the cel

conpany to relocate when the tinme is best, when the nest

I's enpty.




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N I N N N N T o i o e
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

20

MR LIBERTINE: M. Mercier, in addition,
havi ng worked with the carrier on this very issue, what is
frequently done in these cases is to insure that there are
no active nests before any work can be done and in
conpliance with the Agriculture Treaty Act, so that w |
be done and be the responsibility of the carrier and in
accordance with Eversource.

MR MERCI ER: Thank you. On the plan that
was submtted, the field review session BB on the far
right side states the new nono pole was 85 feet tall; is
that correct?

M5. GARDELL: Yes, it is.

MR MJRPHY: Ckay. |t appears to be a
triangul ar tapered structure; is that going to taper to a
sharp point at the top?

MS5. GARDELL: Yes, it wll.

MR, MURPHY: Ckay. Even if there's a
osprey nesting in the area, do you have any provision to
build any type of platformin case they conme back to the
sane | ocation, or are you concerned -- is Eversource
concerned about the osprey trying to build a nest on the
structure?

MR LIBERTINE: | think the first thing I
will dois -- what we want to do is to see how that nest

has been over the course of the |ast year or two if, in
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fact, there is concern and Council w shes a platformcould
be constructed, or could be done with the fol ks at AT&T or
one of the carriers to see if that can be replicated.
There have been projects that have been involved with in
the |l ast year or two where we had that very situation
where a tower or a structure has been noved once the nest
was inactive. The tower was dismantled and it was
reconstructed in a nearby |ocation, because they wll cone
back to the first location. So the first step is to find
out how active it's been and then we will have to evaluate
t hat .

MR MERCIER Has there ever been a case
where you've put up -- |'ve seen them around, the wood
pole wwth a flat platformon the top; would they kind to
go there rather than say a triangular tapered transm ssion
tower, or do they always go to the hi ghest spot?

MR LIBERTINE: They typically go for the
hi ghest spot. That's the challenge wth sonme of the roof
platforns, sonme are | ower, sonme are the higher structures
on the site. M experience has been that they will first
attenpt to try to build sonmething in the tall est
structures.

MR MERCIER During the field review we
wal ked over to the parking |ot and observed the rear of

t he existing substation and there was a bl ack fence there;
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Is that fence owned by the Town of Geenwich or is that a
Ever source structure?

MS. GARDELL: The black fence is the Town
of Greenwi ch fence.

MR MERCIER. Now, will the proposed Cos
Cob substation expansion go up to that fence line or are
you goi ng beyond to Town property.

MS. Gardell: No, we wll not go beyond.
We expect to be at least three feet away fromthat
fence.

MR MERCIER So the fence won't be
t ouched?

MS. GARDELL: Right.

MR MERCIER | noticed also there's a
parking lot with a | andscape berm is the top of the berm
t he begi nning of the Eversource property?

M5. GARDELL: No, it is not, it's further
onto -- Eversource property is inside the fence, the back
fence on the inside of the substation site.

MR, MERCIER  Yeah, | couldn't see over the
bermsite; | couldn't see the fence. So there's a fence
t hat extends beyond the berm

MR BOWES. |It's actually an easenent as
well, it's not Eversource property.

MR MERCI ER. Ckay, thank you. So to

22
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reiterate, no Town of Greenwi ch property will be inpacted
by the proposed substation expansi on at Cos Cob?

M5. GARDELL: No, it will not. On the
south side we do have to cross the driveway as we go
across towards the river.

MR, MERCI ER. Ckay, thank you. |'m going
to refer to map -- section map, sheet one of nine, that is
the detailed nmap. | see the area where you spoke about
where the access road cones into Cos Cob. It's marked
there, it wasn't built when this was taken. In the area
where it says P 100 on your map, is that the old railroad
site that was discussed on the field review?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, it was.

MR MERCI ER: Exactly what is Eversource's
plan to do with that area?

M5. GARDELL: In that location that will be
the location for a jacking nooring, and we will be open
trenching into that area and then putting a pipe
underneath the railroad, jacking the pipe under the
railroad so our lines to go under the railroad.

MR. MERCIER  What's presently in that
area?

M5. GARDELL: In that area is an old
cribbing location for the Metro North Railroad, and we

have tal ked to them about it and they have no problemwth

23
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us renovi ng that.

MR MERCIER: So you woul d nove that
structure and then set up your jack nooring?

MS. GARDELL: Yes.

MR MERCIER O is that sonething you can
set up on top of?

MS. GARDELL: No, we woul d renove that
structure.

MR MERCIER And referring to the sane
map, once you're on the north side of the Metro North
Railroad, it appears that the area is trenched through the
parking lot of the train station; is that correct?

MS. GARDELL: That is correct.

MR MJRPHY: Ckay. And you'll have to make
arrangenents -- will arrangenents be made to replace any
par ki ng that m ght be affected?

MR, GAGNON: Yes, they wll.

MR, MERCI ER: And how nmany spaces w ||
t here be?

MS. GARDELL: It mght be six to eight.

And we already talked with Metro North and the state have
gi ven spots to reproduce those parking spots during
construction.

MR MERCIER: Wil e you have your equi pnment

set up while doing your trenching, will there be inpacts




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N I N N N N T o i o e
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

25

al so to spaces that are not taken up and people can't use?

MS. GARDELL: We will try to mnimze that
as much as possi bl e.

MR MERCIER |I'mgoing to refer to sheet
four of nine, that's the begi nning of the HDD segnent
that's referred to as a green route as it's nmarked on the
map. | guess, what's the advantage of the green route
over the preferred route, if there is one?

M5. GARDELL: The advantage of the green
route is that we would not have to open trench across
I ndian Field Road, an extrenely busy road with access to
the highway. So with further engi neering we thought the
best alternative of the |ocation would be the green
vari ati on because of |ess inpacts.

MR MERCIER Ckay. So in this particul ar
spot the preferred route is really not the preferred |ine
for this |ocation?

MS. GARDELL: R ght. After further
engi neeri ng we believe the green variation would be the
preferred route.

MR MERCIER And I'mjust going to turn to
t he next sheet, that's sheet five. As you're drilling
under the highway, what's the depth that the drill and
associated lines will eventually be finished product? How

far below the railroad and hi ghway would the |ines be --
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the transm ssion |ines?

MS. DUBUQUE: M. Chairman, nmay we go off
the record for a nmonent, please?

MR STEIN:  Yes.

M5. DUBUQUE: Thank you.

(OFf the record at 3:36 p.m)
(On the record at 3:37 p.m)

M5. DUBUQUE: Thank you. My we go back on
the record, M. Chairman?

MR STEIN.  Yes, you may.

M5. DUBUQUE: It would M. Gagnon who wil |
address that.

MR GAGNON: It would be 30 feet deep.

MR MERCIER  Just going back to the green
and yellow routes, is the approxi mte cost the same for
t he HDD segnents, assumng they both termnate at the end
of the Iine.

MS. GARDELL: Yes, they are.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. In response to
counsel here in question 19, it was stated that the
preferred route was DOT's favored route. 1'll say favored
because that is the | east amount of inpact; would that

statenent al so be true for the green variation?
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MS. GARDELL: They woul d support the green
vari ation al so.

MR. MERCIER Do they have a m ni num depth
that they want your transmi ssion lines belowto drill
under the hi ghway?

MS. GARDELL: They don't have a m ni num
depth, but they will be reviewing all our draw ngs.

MR MERCIER. Wuld the drilling, either
the yellow or green routes that are essentially the sane,
over the -- what would be the duration of that particul ar
portion of the project?

MR GAGNON:. So we're asking about the
directional drilling drawi ng of the highway area? It
woul d be seven to ei ght nonths.

MR MERCIER  That's a seven to eight nonth
process?

MR GAGNON: We're |leaving the cal endar
open for seven to eight nonths for that. It really
depends on what we're hitting, what type of naterial we're
hitting, and how fast we go through the soil

MR MERCIER  What's a typical shift for
that -- work shift; is that four hours?

MR GAGNON: We're going to be working our
seven to seven hours.

MR, MERCIER: Can you repeat that, please?

27
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MR, GAGNON: Seven in the norning, seven at
ni ght; twel ve hour days, six days a week.

M5. DUBUQUE: May | just add one point, M.
Mercier? That will be included in the D and L pl an.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. During the actual
drilling process, what type of noise is created by that
type of activity; is it |ike a constant hammeri ng?

MR GAGNON: It's nore |ike a constant
drill sound. |It's a heavy auger, so you'll hear diesel
engi ne, you'll hear conpressors, so you'll hear constant
t ones or sound.

MR, MERCI ER: Now, when you're doing the
drilling, are there -- | understand the start point around
Station Drive area; now the receive end, is there any kind
of activity, or only when the drill bit's near the end is
there activity?

MR. GAGNON: No, there's still activity
fromthe other end. Were it cones out we have to put
sone vaults in there, do sone work to prep the area.

MR LYNCH. Just a quick foll ow up; who
will be doing the directional horizontal drilling?

MR GAGNON: We have contractors who
specialize in that.

MR LYNCH By specialize, you nean they're

I nsuring they have all the credentials; in other words,
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t hey' ve done this before?

MR. GAGNON. The vendor that we're using,

t hey' ve done it before. Qur requirenents are -- we have
certain insurance requirenents to be hired by Eversource,
yes.

MR LYNCH.  Thank you.

MR CARON. Is this going to be
mul ti-directional or are they just going to go one
di rection?

MR, GAGNON: One direction.

MR, CARON: And you -- the drilling sounds,
woul d you expect to hear a constant grinding or is it too
deep?

MR GAGNON:. Well, we're constantly putting
down a slurry down in there so the sound is nore muffl ed,
so the drilling part -- but you' re going to hear noises
for a reason.

MR, CARON: Wuld that tend to blend into
t he day-to-day activities?

MR GAGNON:. Wth the highway and the

railroad.

3

CARON: Extrudes into residential area?

3

GAGNON:  Yes.
MR MERCIER: | saw on page three of the

application that stated that work could continue if
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there's difficult conditions so that drill bit is not
| ost; what type of conditions are you referring to that
could cause the loss of a drill?

MR GAGNON: The operation is very
nmechani cal so the different parts could break down. Not
that we anticipate that, but there is that possibility.

MR MERCIER: All right. You said there's
a lot of bedrock in this drill area?

MR, GAGNON: We've done sone prelimnary
bores and it does have a lot of rock in there, yes.

MR MERCIER Is that part of the reason it
m ght be seven to eight nonths, or does that not factor
into that tinme franme; could it be ten nonths or sone other
time frame?

MR, GAGNON: Most of it's seven, eight
nont hs; we don't have a contractor onboard yet to put the
pl an together so that's why we lead with that. | think
Mari anne just asked for a clarification. Wre you asking
about the seven to eight nonths that we anticipate the
rock in that seven to eight nonths? The answer to that
woul d be yes.

MR MERCIER | was specifically asking in
t he seven, eight nonths, howlong to drill up in the
hi ghway and the rail way.

MR GAGNON: It's probably |ess than that,
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but we're providing a sanple tine.

MR MERCI ER. Thank you. At what point are
t he transm ssion cables pulled through the porthole? Do
you go -- does the drill bit go all the way through the
porthole first and then reverse and then pull. ..

MR GAGNON: Yeah, we would be drilling al
the way through. As the pull back operation goes, we
woul d be drilling back in.

MR MERCIER  So the cable would be going
in fromthe | and area?

MR GAGNON: Yes, in a pull back, yeah

MR MERCIER. So in that particul ar area,
"Il call it Cthen, it would be simlar amounts of noise
gener ated, you know, simlar activities, simlar anounts
of di esel engi nes?

MR GAGNON:  When you pull back you're
goi ng to have sone kind of mechanical engine that pulls or
pushes; yes, so it would be there.

MR MERCIER. I'mgoing to flip to sheet
nunber six of the notice. That's the |oose park
variations. Now, for the orange trench route it's | ocated
near 195; is that an existing woodl and, a snall woodl and?

MR, GAGNON: Yes, it is to the east,
correct.

MR MERCI ER: (Ckay. Headi ng west through




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N I N N N N T o i o e
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

32

t he woodl and and to the edge of the ball field, according
to the map; correct?

MR, GAGNON: That's correct.

MR. MERCI ER  Thank you. Wat would be the
width of the clearing necessary to put the trench in that
particul ar area?

MS. GARDELL: That would be 25 feet.

MR MERCIER So a 25 foot w de wooded area
woul d be cl eared through that area?

MS5. GARDELL: Yes, it would.

MR MERCIER Are there | edges for that
particul ar area?

MS. GARDELL: We believe there is.

MR MERCIER. Ckay. How far into the | edge
woul d -- how rmuch | edge of that would be renpved, what
dept h?

MS5. GARDELL: To approximately five feet.

MR MERCIER: Five feet to lay the cable.
And how woul d that five feet be acconplished; blasting or
chi ppi ng?

MS. GARDELL: It could be nethods of
bot h.

MR LIBERTINE: Until we have a true geo
tech up in that area, we really don't know.  Chi pping

woul d be preferred to a | ast resort.
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MR MERCIER  Now, for the blue trench
route, which apparently goes southwest of the field to the
ball field, was the blue trench route devel oped to avoid
t he | edge area?

MS. GARDELL: The blue trench was devel oped
to relocate our line off of Kinsman Lane because it's a
very narrow | ane, and there was concerns about energency
vehi cl es being able to go down there.

MR MERCIER  Now, for the orange and bl ue
trench routes, would those be constructed in wi nter nonths
or is that schedul e not been evol ved yet?

MS. GARDELL: In working with the Town,
they want to naxim ze the use of their fields. They would
li ke for us to start after they're done with their field,
whi ch woul d be after Novenber and conti nue through that
area until spring.

MR, KLEMENS: | just have a question on the
bl ue and orange trench. The area that |ies between the
two, if | renenber fromthe field visit, it rises up from
the blue trench, it rises uphill and the orange trench
backs up and goes into another alley; is that correct? |Is
that -- sois there a rise between the two trenches; is
that correct?

M5. GARDELL: Yes, it is.

MR KLEMENS: So visually we would see | ess
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of the orange trench because it's tucked away behind the
hill?

MS. GARDELL: Possibly.

MR KLEMENS: Yeah, thank you.

MR MERCIER  Now for the orange and bl ue
route, which route do you believe is |less disruptive to
t he nei ghbors on Kinsman Lane in regards to construction
noi se?

MS5. GARDELL: Both routes put the
hori zontal directional drilling site up close to the
hi ghway, so we believe that is less disruptive to the
nei ghbors. The blue route, we did have sone soil borings
In that area that did show sone soil, but there is sone
rock in there, so the open trench will go through there.
The orange route woul d be up against the highway, and we
could be -- it's farther away from resi dences.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. So both the blue and
t he orange, you believe that would require either blasting
or chi ppi ng?

MS. GARDELL: They coul d.

MR MERCIER. Right. Do you have any idea
of the duration of such activities; is it |like a week, two
weeks of bedrock renoval and trenchi ng?

MS. GARDELL: W expect to do sone nore

soil borings in the area as we go forward, so we will know
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nore i nformation.

MR MERCIER: Now, for the yellow route
where it says -- over in the trenches near the residences
is all I'"mtal king about. Wuld you expect to encounter
| edge in there or since it's a devel oped roadway, it would
be | ess probl ens.

MS. GARDELL: It could be either. W did
get sone borings through the park that had quite a bit of
soil. W also had sone borings in those areas that al so
have | edge, so..

MR LIBERTINE: In addition, the fact that
t hat road does have road base and has been nani pul at ed,
our expectation is that there's probably |less rock in that
general area, but, of course, we have other concerns in
terns of road closures and disruptions to the area. So
t hey have trade offs and benefits to each one of these
options we put on there. The blue and orange kind of
devel op from di scussions with the Town to be sensitive to
nei ghbors, noise, disruption for a period of tine, so,
again, it's kind of a pro and con to each one of those.

MR MERCI ER.  Thank you.

MR STEIN. But you have really two yel |l ow,
right, one would be with the open, and the other is
hori zontal drilling?

VR. LI BERTI NE: That is correct.
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MR STEIN. So as far as an inpasse or
di sruption, there is obviously a difference?

MR LIBERTINE: Well, again, the
distinction in the yellow lines, it would be trenched
t hrough the road. That obviously presents challenges in
terms of keeping traffic flow fairly congested down there.
There are only sone routes itself that we would be
certainly having sonme inpact. The HDD certainly is the
chal l enge we've had with that. Wen we presented that to
the Town, it was, again, rock simlarity to the road and
to the neighbors. So because it was set up, it's really
just off the road at the edge of the park. So, again,

t hat was sonething we were asked to take anot her | ook
at .

MR STEIN. Thank you.

MR. MERCIER  Goi ng back to the blue route
in the vicinity of Kinsman Lane, the section just west of
Ki nsman Lane, out in the field today it appeared to be
kind of |Iike an opening in the woodl and area and there was
a -- look to the north on the road, |ike sone crabapple
trees, and then there's relatively | arge deci duous trees
right near the trench; do you anticipate renoving a | ot of
the trees in that area, or is that open narrow field w de
enough to accommopdate the trench?

M5. GARDELL: There woul d be sone trees
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t hat woul d have to be renoved, but it would be m ninal.
And we woul d do our best to avoid the deciduous tree.

MR LIBERTINE: Right. What we've tried to
do here is just to show and take advantage of that very
core that you' ve just described which is somewhat open.

At this scale it's difficult; we'll obviously go out to
see if we can do sonething before so we will be pretty
wel | established.

MR. MERCIER  You previously nentioned a 25
foot wide area for the orange route; is that the sane for
any of the trench routes, you need 25 feet of work space?

MS. GARDELL: That woul d be approxi mate.

MR LI BERTINE: Again, the distinction
there is whether there's trees in that northern orange
route today, so 25 feet will accommobdate other options in
t hat cl eared space, so we m ght be utilizing upwards of
20, 25 feet for construction that woul d not be cleared.

MR MERCIER: Ckay. Thank you.

MR LYNCH M. Libertine, would you go
over that again? Having seen both the roof of the blue
and the orange | would have thought that you have to do
sone clear cutting through this if you're going to do 25
feet, but you just said there wouldn't be nuch clearing;
can you el aborate a little bit nore?

VR. LI BERTI NE: Let nme restate that it
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woul d not be much clearing. That area in the north
certainly has an abundance of trees when you conpare the
routes. Again, we would want to take a look. If the blue
route on this map was selected, we'd want to take a much
cl oser ook as to how we snake just to avoid as nmuch as we
can. There nmay be sone trinm ng, as you suggest, of maybe
a few select trees. Certainly if you use the open road
option along the roadway, that area is fairly clear except
for some overhangi ng branches.

MR LYNCH  Thank you.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. Now, | ooking at
t he yell ow open trench option as it | eads away from
Ki nsman Lane down to the ball field just west of a
small -- excuse nme, just east of a small pond, as it
approaches the small pond it appears that you have to
install a culvert and narrow guard there; are you
installing the cables within the pond area itself or
I medi atel y adj acent ?

MS. GARDELL: The cables would be installed
I n the pond area.

MR MERCIER It's not possible to use that
existing -- I'"'mnot sure of the bridge or what was there;
there appears to be a grassy area.

MS. GARDELL: No, those are very old stone

bri dges, there's no roomfor us to be in.
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MR MERCIER Now, is that statenment true
for a bridge over the harbor going to the west?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, it is.

MR MERCIER  Ckay, thank you. Now, as you
disturb the pond area, is it fair to say that the park
| awn that pretty much goes up to the edge of the pond,
there's really any type of marsh habitat or any type of
change in habitats?

MR, LIBERTINE: That's correct. That's a
fairly hard line that's either naturally been defined or
has been in some way mani pul ated to formthe park.

MR MERCIER. Ckay. |Is that small pond, is
that part of any tidal basin?

MR LIBERTINE: Just for clarification, you
said the eastern small pond?

MR. MERCIER  That's correct, near the
tenni s courts.

MR LIBERTINE: Yes, it is. It's all
correct.

MR. MERCI ER: Pl ease descri be how you
install the culvert and the duration of the activity of
how you' re going to put the trench through the pond.

MR GAGNON: We did a project with our gas
conpany, Yankee Gas, and we did a damin which we

(unintelligible), and what it was we had to split it in
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half. You still need the water flow to go by, so
basically you're building a damin half a section of the
water. And it's usually like a rubber nenbrane that is
put up and put in place, and them punped out. And once
you punp the water out, you have an area that you can get
In there and excavate and then you can go cover the next
hal f and do the next half.

MS. GARDELL: To add to M. Gagnhon
comments, there is possibly an opportunity because all
t hese ponds are connected that we could actually have
wat er flow through the other |ocations if need be, but we
have not done that vyet.

MR KLEMENS: | was wondering if you' ve

taken into account tidal fluctuations, if there are any.

MS. GARDELL: There are tidal fluctuations.

Just this norning you can watch the flow of water go into
t hat har bor.

MR. KLEMENS: And how is that conpensated?
| understand the concept of culvert dans in custom
habitats, but |'ve never heard of using culvert dans in
tidal habitats like this; do you have any experience in
t hat ?

M5. DUBUQUE: M. Chairman, | know this
proceeding is going to be continued, so we can probably

provide a better answer to that in the next neeting or

40
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fromprior to that date, because | don't think we have
sufficient data at this point to answer.

MR STEIN. Ckay. So we woul d appreciate
then providing us with follow up information. Thank
you.

MR, MERCI ER. Thank you. Now, as the
trench proceeds down Kinsman Lane where the portions that
are installed on the road, can you just describe a typica
day of what the trenching involves, and how nuch
construction is acconplished, and what sections of roadway
needs to be cut off, is it the entire road, half the road;
pl ease el abor at e?

MS. GARDELL: W' d expect to be |ike 30, 40
feet a day if we hit without rock. |In that area rock
woul d sl ow us down. And we woul d expect for a piece of
equi pment to be in there to renove the road base and
actually dig into the road bed underneath to the size of
the trench. And then we will lay nore pipe in there, and
then we'd be basically putting in a different type of fill
I nside for inpacting reasons, and then we'd put tenporary
pavenent on top until we're able to pave fully at the
end.

MR MERCIER Wuld you ever | eave open
trench overnight? | nean, obviously not covered up with

metal plates, but do you anticipate -- do you do enough of
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the trenching to conplete the paving each night?

MR GAGNON. W typically have a working
area of 600 to 800 feet, and then we have a specific area
to do the actual trenching; that's about 200 feet |ong by
5 feet, the trench itself. That's like a 35 foot section
that's at night that they just break that up as they go.

MR MERCIER. Ckay. What are the typical

wor Kk hours for open trenching?

MR GAGNON: We're still doing the seven to
seven.

MR. MERCIER  Si x days a week?

MR GAGNON: Correct.

MR MERCIER: Now referring to sheet nunber
seven. As you travel westbound on Davis Drive, you'll see
that the trenching occurs on the road, however -- it

appeared on the side of the road, that is the north side
adj acent to the highway -- it appears that a grassy strip
follow ng Davis Drive passed that connecting road and
continuing onto Indian Harbor Drive; it is possible to put
the trenching in that |ocation or has that idea been
revisited?

MS5. GARDELL: You nean, in the island area?

MR. MERCIER  Actually, due north of Davis
Drive. You see where there's a trees cone in and the

trench variation west of Davis Drive?
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MR, GAGNON: Between Davis Ave and |95,
that could be sonething that we could do. There are quite
a fewtrees in that area, and we were trying to have | ess
| npasse backing up into the roadway.

MR. MERCIER  Ckay. These portions of
Davis Drive and I ndian Harbor Drive, again, would you be
closing off one lane of traffic at a tine? How would that
be acconplished, traffic control in these areas?

M5. GARDELL: We've been looking in this
area for the island to the right, we'd be | ooking at
possibly -- as a vault location in that situation we
bel i eve we can at | east have one | ane open. And we nay
have to use the street sign -- the south side as a detour,
but that would only be there a short anount of tine until
we got the vault set and then we woul d expect to have nore
traffic flowin that area after that.

MR, GAGNON: One of the things that we have
to do is once we get the final design known, we want to
work with the Town and CDOT to nmake sure that we
under stand what they see as the traffic flow, and work
wth the Town to nmake sure there may be an access area
t hat they need open.

MR MERCIER  Thank you. Staying on this
map, sheet nunber seven. During the field route drive, it

was stated that the HDD receive end would be in the grassy
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area of the park, however, on this map it shows on Davis
Drive; please clarify.

MS. GARDELL: No, we would actually cone
out into the park, but what we do is continue the cable
out into the trenchway, so that it would be the -- the
trench | ocation would end, but we would have the cabl es
cone back into the street.

MR MERCI ER: (Ckay, thank you. Looking at
map nunber eight. Here along Arch Street it shows the
trenchi ng goi ng down through Arch Street, but | believe
that's a parking lot. |I'mnot sure; please clarify what
exactly that is in that first section.

MS. GARDELL: That m ght be a |ocation in
the vaults, and the thought process right nowis it would
be best to be a parking location -- parking |lot area
because of the traffic that is in this vicinity getting on
and of f the highway.

MR. MERCIER  You nean, the vault woul d be
In the parking ot or the actual trench?

MS. GARDELL: The trench into the vault and
back out on the roadway.

MR MERCIER  Are nost of the vaults for
the yellow line, are they in the road or are they on
adj acent properties?

M5. GARDELL: Most of themare in the

44
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r oad.

MR MERCIER: In the application page J9 it
basically says the trenching in general could inpact tree
roots and assess trees before or during trenching. |Is
assessing the trees for renoval purposes? How do you
sel ect whi ch ones have to cone down during the trenching
process?

MR LIBERTINE: Initially, once the road is
sel ected we woul d go out there, again, with the intent of
i dentifying those trees that may be within the infl uence
of the work zone, and, again, try to conme up with an
avoi dance plan to the extent feasible; but at this point
It's really hard to say specifics just because we haven't
got it at that point. But that would be the really two
phase approach, which is to identify once we have the
route, and fromthere try to identify those trees so we
can say which ones m ght have to go.

MR MERCIER |Is there a mninmal distance
bet ween the edge of the trench and the tree that you woul d
need?

MR LIBERTINE: Generally, you want to try
to stay outside of the roots of the -- the shadow of tree.
| don't know if there's actually a mninmal set back, per
se, but that would be the rule of thunb.

MR. MERCIER: Now, once the project is
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conpleted and the trench is conpleted, are there further
assessnents of trees off and on the route, or maybe a tree
was saved or damaged and now it's dying; are there any
foll ow up assessnents?

MR GAGNON: Yes, we would do that.

MR MERCIER: During trenching is this
underground utility, such as other electrical or gas or
sewer, is there a mninum di stance you have to keep your
HDF cabl es away fromthese facilities?

MR. BOWNES: Yes, there are m ni num

di stances depending on the utility. It could be structure
I ssues with the sewer lines -- we had that in G eenw ch
already -- the distribution lines, or it could be between

the machine circuit and distribution circuits where
there's a thermal influence on one or the other. So it
really needs to be identified on site and then engi neered
as part of the process. So it does run between utilities.
For exanple, for gas utilities there's a need for
separation for safety reasons.

MR, MERCI ER: Thank you. And, |astly,
sheet nine, 1'll be referring to essentially the proposed
Greenwi ch substation just east of -- there is a pole yard,
the alternate site that was in the application of 281
Rai |l road Avenue. The field review stated we have to

acquire several properties if the substation was built at
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the 281 Railroad property. Ws there actually a noise
study conducted that underlies what property would have to
be acquired?

MR. GAGNON: Yes, we did an internal noise
st udy.

MR MERCIER. Now, with the proposed
substation sites, the 290 route and 281 route, which of
the two woul d have the greater visual inpact of nearby
resi dences?

MR LIBERTINE: | think the north side pole
yard woul d certainly have nore inpact because it's
actually bound by sone residences.

MR MERCIER  Wbul d that be Wodl and Drive?

MR, LI BERTINE: Wbodl and Drive, and sone of
the properties to both the west and east side would al so
have residential tenants.

MR MERCIER  Thank you. Now, turn to page
ES3 of the application -- I'"'msorry, page G. Were the
A S building is proposed on Railroad Avenue -- at the 290
Rai | road Avenue property, | understand that the building
was slightly reduced in size during the initia
consul tation process, reduced in size in height by four
feet and depth by eighteen feet; does that sound correct?

MS. GARDELL: The height has -- is a mx

now, the main roof is about 30 to 31 feet high and the
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towers woul d be approximately 36 feet high. The original
bui | di ng was approxi nately 36 feet high.

MR MERCIER  Ckay.

M5. GARDELL: It was al so nade narrower, so
there's nore set back fromthe curb.

MR, MERCIER  What's the m ni nrum cl earance
on the side of the building for the conponents; is there a
m ni nunf

MS. GARDELL: Yes, we need to have access
for mai ntenance, and those m ni num nunbers have been
met .

MR MERCIER Is it 35 feet, 31 feet;
what's the height -- m ni mum hei ght woul d be?

MS. GARDELL: |Inside the building it houses
a crane and we have to be able to Iift the equi pnent over
ot her equi pnment, so we -- that's at the | owest buil ding
that we can build with the main roof. Now the towers are
actually visible.

MR MERCIER. I'msorry, soit's 31 feet?

MS. GARDELL: | think it's approxi mately 31
feet.

MR. MERCIER  Thank you. The depth of the
bui l ding you reduced it. Now, is that at the m ni rum
that's required for your equi pnent?

MS. GARDELL: Yes.
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MR MERCIER How far is it set back from
the street, the new |l ayout; do you have that information?
MR GAGNON: It's 16 feet.

M5. GARDELL: And it jogs, the building
does j og.

MR, MERCI ER. Thank you. And do you know
the wwdth of the sidewalk in that particular area; three
to four feet?

MR LIBERTINE: | don't have a specific
nunmber, but ny recollection is probably four to five foot
wi dt h.

MR MERCI ER. Thank you. And for the
current structure on the property, the Pet Pantry
bui | di ng, would you know the distance fromthe road to the
actual building, the front of the building that faces
Rai | road Avenue?

MR GAGNON: It's probably within 30 and
35; sonmewhere in that.

MR MERCI ER. Ckay, thank you.

MR STEIN. Do you know -- it's probably in
t here somewhere, but what the zoning -- adm nistrative
zoni ng set back; it's in a comercial zone, | believe?

MR GAGNON: It's -- the building front,
50, set back, the sides are 30 and the height is 3

stories, 40 feet.
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MR STEIN. Thank you.

MR MERCIER: During the field reviewl
noti ced that the corners of the Pet Pantry | ot on Railroad
Avenue, two cherry trees |line each corner; would all
vegetati on, those trees be renoved during the project?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, they woul d.

MR MERCIER |Is there enough space between
JS Building and the sidewal k for any type of | andscapi ng?

M5. GARDELL: W expect to do sone type of
| andscaping in there.

MR. MERCIER  Can you el aborate on trees or
shrubs or fl ower boxes; anything?

MS. GARDELL: W have to figure out where
the transm ssion |lines cone in, we cannot plant on top of
those. We are concerned about themtaking away water from
the soil, but we would be able to work with maybe sone
pl anter boxes that bring things up so that we don't have
| mpact to the transm ssion |ines.

MR MERCIER. |I'msorry, can you el aborate
on the water aspect?

MS. GARDELL: The performance of the cables
is tied to the noisture in the ground, so if you take away
noi sture with certain plantings that you woul d have in
that area, that would not require nmuch water. And al so

we' re concerned about roots in that areas, but we woul d be
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able to do sonething once we know where the cabl es go.
Once we know where the transm ssion lines cone into the
site, we'll be able to do sone type of |andscaping that
woul d enhance the area.

MR GAGNON: That's also going to be laid
out in the plan that we have |l aid out.

MR MERCI ER:. Understood. | guess that
relates to ny next question of what the distinction would
be fromthe trees to the cable? | think you said can be
nost |ikely.

MR LIBERTINE: Right. Thereis alittle
bit of difference between the trenching that's com ng in,
we don't know the specific locations. In this case it's
clear that the construction activities are going to inpact
right up to the property line, so those trees are likely
going to have to go that are in there today as | andscape
trees.

The idea was that we actually | ook at severa
scenarios as a team but we really can't go that next step
until we have a full understanding of where those are
conmng in so that we know where Ms. Gardell and Ms. Gregory
sit. It's clear that we probably will not have the
opportunity to plant in the actual underlying soil. W'IlI
have to do sone kind of risers or sone other type of

scenari o to nmake that work.
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MR MERCIER: | guess | don't understand.
If there are other trees and vegetation on the route
el sewhere, why in this particular location is the water a
concern -- the water trenched by nearby trees?

M5. GARDELL: W just would not want to
plant on top it.

MR MERCIER. On top of it. So on either
si de, sonewhere along the property |line you could probably
put sonet hi ng?

MS. GARDELL: Yes.

MR. MERCI ER  Ckay, thank you. Now,
| ooki ng at the photograph sinulation there of the JSO on
page &G, it's pretty nuch a concrete structure with brick
I nlays; is that what's proposed?

M5. GARDELL: It would be a concrete
design. They were taller panels and they would attach
separately, each one, and it would be a brick veneer.

MR STEIN Can | follow up? Have you done
a simlar type of building in other projects?

MS. GARDELL: They have been used Si nger
substation as a concrete panel design, and you can nake
changes to the panels to nake it fit into a
nei ghbor hood.

MR BOWES. Just like to point out that

Singer substation is part of UEU Hol dings, so we're
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famliar wth the conmpany. They have new substations and
there's only one in Norwal k, Connecticut that's part of
t he Bet hel Norwal k project.

MR. MERCIER  Looking at the photograph it
appears there's may be wi ndows of sone sort; are there any
fake wi ndows that are going to be installed on the
structure?

MS. GARDELL: Yes.

MR MERCIER  And what's the w ndow
conposed of; what is it?

M5. GARDELL: It's a real w ndow on the
outside, but there will be concrete behind it.

MR MERCIER  So, in essence, it wll have
a glass, a plastic?

MS. GARDELL: Yes.

MR MERCIER  Ckay. Now, for the area
around the site, are there any other buildings in the
I medi ate vicinity of the Pet Pantry | ocation?

MR LIBERTINE: There are, there's, kind of
a mx of facades along the street. There are probably a
handful , possibly six or so, brick veneer or full brick
buil dings primarily starting at the intersection of Field
Poi nt Road and Rail road Avenue and then novi ng east war d.
There's actually -- behind appendix A we do provide a

streetscape pictorial just to give Council nenbers and
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others not that famliar with the area, kind of an idea
what else is in the area.

When | say there's kind of a mx, there are sone
concrete block buil dings, there are sonme wooden structures,
there are sone conbi ned concrete and brick veneer
buildings. So it's a little bit of everything; but, yes,
it's probably five or six that are primarily brick or brick
facade buildings that are in that area.

MR MERCIER  Ckay. And for the event
of -- figure & is another photo. Excuse ne, Railroad
Avenue parcel is outlined to the east there. There's a
building with a white roof; is that a brick structure, do
you know?

MR LIBERTINE: Imediately to the east of
our property?

MR. MERCIER  That's correct.

MR LIBERTINE: Yeah, Imediately to the
east, yes, there is a brick front. That building is a
bui |l ding of nmultitenants.

MR MERCIER. (Ckay. |Is it possible to
design the building simlar to the Pet Pantry buil di ng,
basi cally keeping everything as it apparently is?

MR. BOWES: Sinple answer is sonething
simlar in appearance, you nean?

MR, MERCIER: Yes, sonething simlar in
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appear ance.

MR BOWES:. The answer would be yes, a full
veneer versus sone of the concrete that is present on this
rendi tion, yes.

MR MERCIER Are there towers on the Pet
Pantry buil ding right now?

MR BOAES: | don't believe there are.

MR LIBERTINE: No. And just to clarify,
that building is shorter in height than what we would
need.

MR. MERCI ER Under st ood.

MR LIBERTINE: It's a brick front wwth a
concrete bl ock side.

MR MERCIER: (kay, thank you. | have no
ot her questions at this tine.

MR STEIN. Ckay. We'Ill now continue with
questions by the Council nenbers. The Vi ce-Chairman,
Senat or Mur phy.

MR. MJRPHY: Thank you, M. Chairnan.

First off, just sone general questions. Apparently the
need for this type of facility was realized sonetine back
and indicated that the substation for G eenw ch was goi ng
to cone, was indicated back in June of 2011 per the
application; when did the process to bring this

application to its start? Has it really taken that | ong?
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MR BOWES. In June 2011 | actually nade a
publ i ¢ announcenent here in Greenwi ch stating that the
conpany was interested in the building to build a
substation. It arises froma series of underground and
overhead failures. It left us with having to shed a
signi ficant nunber of custoners in Geenwich in this area,
north G eenw ch.

The process began with consultations with the

Town soon after that about essentially |ocations, and that

56

process went on for a couple years. W provided the Siting

Council forecast votes resources in 2012.

MR MJURPHY: This is all in the
application?

MR BOWES. Correct. And starting the
| sol ene process, once we had a good study perforned, not
only for this project, but for potential future
requi renents i nto sout hwest Connecticut, so there was a
period of tine in planning and going through the isol ene
process. In our last rate case in 2014, we had this as
part of our long-termdistribution program so we've gone
t hrough a series of steps since 2011

And in nost cases for a project this size, it is

not on existing transmi ssion lines. It probably used about
a five year process to go through. The transm ssion |ines,

obviously if they're already present, which is how we
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usual ly cone before the Siting Council for new substation
proposals, it's a matter of selecting the optimal | ocation
for an existing line. This case was a little nore conpl ex
in that, and the evaluation of alternatives also added to
that tinme frane.

MR MJRPHY: Ckay, | appreciate your
comments. |'mnot an engineer and | don't have a
background in utilities, but in reading the application it
just struck ne that, you know, the need apparently was
recogni zed back then. And all this time has cone to pass,
and really if things nove forward as hopefully you want
themto nove forward, you're really not going to finish
bef ore the potential contingencies that you tal ked about
back then -- and it just struck ne does it really take
that long to get the ball going to get this done, and
apparently it did.

MR BOWES:. It is a lengthy process
begi nning in 2012, '13, and '14. W have made i ncrenental
I nvestnents in G eenw ch, specifically for reliability to
delay the tine of need.

MR MJURPHY: | read those in the
appl i cati on.

MR BOWES:. It was a series of steps we've
t aken.

MR MJRPHY: It was ny inpression from
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reading it and not having the background, and | guess that
| won't quibble about it, but (unintelligible).

MR. BOWES: Your concern is well noted. In
fact, in July of this year we had three conti ngency
situations which occurred on three different underground
f eeders between Cos Cob and G eenwi ch where we exceeded
the normal ratings and we had to use the energency
ratings. So the day of need has cone and gone and we
realize that we are playing a bit of catch up.

MR. MURPHY: The other thing from reading
the initial part of the application that struck ne is the
selection of the sites you have before us today and the
preferred site. And, according to the information in the
application and the chart that al so appears in the
appl i cation, the noise was the only factor between the
two. | nean, the size of the two pieces of property were
al nost identical, two hundred sonethi ng pages.

It just struck ne fromreading it that one's a
vacant piece of property and the other has a building that
you' re apparently getting rent, and it seens to ne that
from sonmeone not in the industry that | would build on the
property that's vacant and you chose not to. How serious
was the noi se problen? You indicated you did sone internal
consultation in response to the noise.

MR GAGNON: Yeah, we were trying to stay




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N I N N N N T o i o e
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

59

with the state and town standards and there's...

MR MJRPHY: |Is there nore to it than just
noi se?

MR GAGNON: Well, you' re physically going
to be right up against sone of these properties, sone of
those are a | ot closer than we would prefer to build.

MR, MJURPHY: \What does concrete facade do
t o noi se?

MR GAGNON: It wll refract it and
attenuate it.

MR. MURPHY: The application indicates that
there were -- possibly had purchased three residenti al
properties, and |I think the comment in the question today
was two residential and commercial. Was one possibility
to the cost to acquire these three properties, be it two
residential or three, or was a decision just nade that
we'll just go with what we've got in place and term nate
the | ease and tear the buil ding down?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, this was reviewed and we
do have narket analysis on both the Pet Pantry site and
t he pole and the adjacent property to the pole; it would
be cheaper for us to buy the Pet Pantry based on nar ket
anal ysi s.

MR, MJURPHY: So as to nmeke each site

avai l able to be used for the site?
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MS. GARDELL: Yes.

MR MJRPHY: In dollars and cent, they are
simlar, don't you think?

MS. GARDELL: Yes, they are.

MR, MURPHY: The other thing | wanted to
ask is the ball park figure in this project is
$140, 000, 000, who really knows because we really don't
know what rights and so forth. And of that 140, hopefully
6, 000,000 of it will be socialized and distributed from
other states that were contributed to. It's alittle bit
different than the way we're taught through the
transm ssi on and what have you, which |I can understand
because the primary benefit here is to the | ocal
custoners. But ny -- and | mght quarrel with that.

What | really want to inquire is as to the

$6, 000, 000 that could possibly be socialized when this
project is over, is any of that $6, 000,000 cost part of any
of the variables that's before this Council to nmake a
determ nation for the difference in routes and so forth, or
Is it because the 6,000,000 is for Cos Cob and so forth,
and that $6,000,000 is kind of fixed and won't be altered
by this Council if we approve the application?

MR BOWES. So a couple points; based on
I nformation provided fromthe OCC is the anmount that would

be as part of the regional network service, or as you said
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socialize is actually 12,000,000, and it's all contained
within Cos Cob substation, so the route variations would
be have negligible inpact on that part of the budget.

MR. MURPHY: | | ooked at sonme of the
transm ssion hearings that we had where it woul d nmake a
di fference, okay. So, basically speaking, no matter what
you do with the variations, the $6,000,000 that you
proceed to ask for is part of your process is over to be
soci al i zed?

MR BOWES: That's right, but it's actually
12, 000, 000, not 6, 000, 000.

MR MJURPHY: | nean 12,000,000, I'm
sorry.

MR BOWES. We proposed a series of
proj ects over the | ast decade for sout hwest Connecti cut,
sone of themyou may be famliar with, Bethel, Norwalk,
Stanford cable project, Stanford for den Brook, for south
end of Cos Cob. Mbst, if not all, of those projects have
been part of the regional network service and been shared
for all custoners.

MR MJURPHY: Certain parts; we're all
famliar with that.

MR. BOWNES: R ght, for certain siting and
considerations this project services a |ocal comunity and

It does not benefit all of the custoners of New Engl and,
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wth the exception of the inprovenents made for Cos Cob
subst ati on.

MR, MURPHY: This is just a thought. Well,
|l et ne ask you: Are the variations and your different
routes and what's preferred and not preferred, is there
any substantial difference in the cost between any of
t hese alternative routes?

MR BOWES. There are cost savings
associated with the alternative of Bruce Park as far as
t he HDD versus open trench.

MR, MJURPHY: Ckay. And | assune that the
northern route alternative is nore expensive?

MR, BOWES: Correct, the northern route is
significantly nore expensive for the Town of G eenw ch.

MR MJURPHY: Al right. If this is
approved, how long will it take for that plan to be put
t oget her ?

M5. GARDELL: We're in the mddle of detai
engi neering, so we would have to finish our detail
engi neering. W have done our surveys of utilities, we
have sone pot holing that we would have to do in the
future, and we wll quickly nove over to our DM phase.

MR MJURPHY: Is it possible that this
Council w Il approve this project and pick sonme of the

alternate routes, and when you do to the detai

62
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engi neering that maybe (unintelligible)?

MS. GARDELL: No.

MR. MURPHY: No, okay. | have not hing
else, M. Chairman, at this tine.

MR STEIN. M. Lynch?

MR LYNCH. Just one followup. | didn't
hear M. Bowes. You said to Senator Muirphy that the
northern route was nore expensive, but on the other route
did you say which would be the | east expensive?

MR BONES: | did not.

MR LYNCH: Wbul d you enlighten us?

MR BOWES:. The preferred route open trench
Is the | owest cost option, and the alternatives go up in
about $3, 000,000 to $4, 000,000 for the other two
alternative routes. And then the northern route is
appr oxi mat el y al nost $20, 000, 000.

MR, LYNCH:. Thank you. It's hard hearing
down this end, so | apol ogize. Thank you.

MR STEIN. If you haven't already, maybe
you have, could you provide a table of that infornmation at
t he next neeting so we have those details at |east?

MS. DUBUQUE: Sure.

MR, HANNON: | just want to make sure
under st and; when you're referring to the northern route

means the 20, 000,000, that's the alternate route, not |ike




© o0 ~N o o b~ w Nk

N N N N I N N N N T o i o e
o A~ W N P O © 00 N oo 0o~ O w N -+ O

64

t he orange route?

MR BOWNES. It's a route along Route 1.

MR, HANNON: Ckay. | want to nake sure
based on the map.

MR BOWNES: | think you're very confused
between this proposed, and alternate, and preferred
rout e.

MR HANNON: North is north of the blue
which is north of the yellow And | wanted to make sure
it wasn't --

MR LIBERTINE: Maybe for clarity we can
refer to the alternate as (unintelligible).

MR STEIN. | assune the table you' re going
to provide that will be both | egible and understand.

MR, KLEMENS: Thank you, Chairman, | just
have a series of disparity questions nore on this
application. Starting with the osprey nest; when you say
you were going to conply with mgratory bird acts, who are
you going to coordinate with, Fish and Wldlife or the
DEEP?

MR LIBERTINE: It's actually independent,
we don't have to necessarily reach out. It's sonething
where we woul d use protocols that have been used
t hroughout the country, which is essentially observation

to confirmthere are no eggs or fledglings left in the
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nest. And once they're gone under the act, you are
allowed to dismantl e the nest.
MR, KLEMENS: Wbuld you informthe DEEP
MR BOWES. Yes, we would. We routinely
work with the DEEP.

MR, KLEMENS: That's what | want to get to.

MR BOWES. Stay there on a weekly basis.
This is a frequent issue.

MR, KLEMENS: So do you have any evi dence
of di anond back terrapins nesting anywhere on the site?
It's a |large popul ation in Cos Cob Harbor.

MR LIBERTINE: | can't speak absol utely,
but we did coordinate wth the DEEP database who has
reviewed this and they headed the entire project.

MR KLEMENS: The field handout, just
because this was introduced as Exhibit 9, is there
anything in this field handout other than the cover page
that is in any way different than what's in the
application? And I'mjust saying this for a point of
clarity for the public, this is alnost a conplete
duplication of what's in the application.

MR BOWES: That is correct. It is a
verbatim of the application or other interrogatories that
have been fil ed.

MR. KLEMENS: Ckay. But, just for

65
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clarification purposes, okay. | want to nove onto the
next thing. Concept of alienation of park land which is a
subj ect that |I'm concerned about. You're proposing to go
into, like, a park, and I1'd like to know whi ch owns the
park, and how you propose to do this, and whether, in
fact, this is |l egal based on the type of the park.

MS. DUBUQUE: That would be a question for
nme because you used the word legal. It would be | egal as
|l ong as the rights were obtained fromthe owner of the
property, so | believe the owner of the property is the
Town.

MR, KLEMENS: And the Town is willing to
cede those rights to you to enter the park and di srupt the
park in that manner to trench it and repair it?

M5. DUBUQUE: | believe there are
di scussions that are ongoing with the Town. Once we see
t he outcone of the Siting Council's process, so it would
be, you know, a continuous discussion on what route would
be, and what would be the manner of installation once
deci di ng Counci |l deci des.

MR, KLEMENS: So, in fact, we have to
deci de, and then based on our decision you have to go to
the Town to see if they will let you do this. You have a
strong sense they will et you do this?

MS. DUBUQUE: Well, 1I'Il let Jackie speak
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to the status of current discussions, but | do believe

t here are a nunber of discussions, and that dialogue wll
continue for the Town to grant rights. There is, of
course, a process, and that would be a public process.

MR, KLEMENS: Al right. You nentioned on
the north route -- which I think we should get this into
the record. | asked you to post the differences in the
| i near m | eage; could you get that back into the record
seeing that hasn't been in the record yet?

MR GAGNON: It was eight-tenths of a mle
| onger .

MR KLEMENS: So it's quite long, so that's
I mportant.

MR STEIN. Can | just ask a question? The
only route that does not inpact the park, and, therefore,
it does not require the Town to, you know, give you the
rights is the northern route. | nean, all of the other
vari ati ons sonehow i npact part of the park; is that
correct or no?

MR BOWES. There nay be sone Town rights
i ssues as well if we cite all locations, and it would
certainly be State of Connecticut rights issues with a
proposed - -

MR, STEIN: | understand that, but the

actual park, the question all of those alternates
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preferred, otherw se, except for the northern route, do
| npact a portion of the park; is that correct?

MR, GAGNON: That's correct. W' re talking
Bruce Park, correct.

MR STEIN. Thank you.

MR, KLEMENS: |'mkind of a stickler for
accuracy and there was sonething that was said on the site
drive, and you showed us all these historical buildings,
all these historical districts, but | don't see the
connecti on between that and not having a route go through
there. There may be ot her reasons not to have a route go
t hrough there, it could be that, but does that nean you
couldn't build a trench in a road outside a historical
building? | believe | don't understand this. Maybe you
can hel p ne.

M5. DUBUQUE: M. Chairman, can we go off
the record for one nonent, please?

MR STEIN:  Yes.

(OFf the record at 4:50 p.m)
(On the record at 4:51 p.m)

MR BOWES:. |'mnot aware that there are
any restrictions for construction next to the historic

sites. Sone of these |ocations are certainly closer to
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t he roadway than the preferred route and that nay cause
sonme construction conplications, but it's not to say that
the northern route could not be built. There are probably
sone community inpacts that should be considered as well,
and certainly through the principle consultation process,
the Town of Greenwi ch expressed their desire for that.

MR, KLEMENS: Thank you, that's very
responsive. That's the answer | was hoping to hear,
because that's ny read of it. Two very quick questions.
As going by on Station Road | | ooked at where the trench
was going in Cos Cob and I saw there was a trench, and I
saw there were cars parked up against the rock in that
area and | started to think that there's going to be quite
a potential disruption to commuter parking even if it's
tenporary, also if you' re going down Arch Street.

Do you have any thoughts -- you said you were
going to mnimze -- any thoughts of providing either
tenporary or satellite commuter parking? Commuter parking
I's such a premumin this area, even the loss of 20 or 30
spaces for a short period is a very big inpact for
commuters. Have you thought about a way to provide
tenporary parking for comruters?

M5. GARDELL: Qur intent is if we |ose
spots that we would seek to create new spots if we can; it

It goes over that, we would ook a little farther out and
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possi bl y bus peopl e.

MR. KLEMENS: Geat, thank you.

M ke Libertine, | assune you' re using -- when you're
t al ki ng about CDOT, you're tal king about flip line
I nt erchange with the CDOT?

MR LIBERTINE: Yes, sir.

MR KLEMENS: Geat. And the very | ast
question | have: | direct your attention to map ni ne of
nine. | just have a question. Seeing the trench that's
goi ng up Railroad Avenue going through a very, very busy
set of intersections in G eenwich by -- directed by the
station plaza, has there been any thought to taking this
routing down in the Horseneck Lane area and then back
across up Field Point Road to the proposed substation;
they're will be less traffic inpact, and potentially even
maybe using sonme of the non-street al ong Horseneck Lane?

MS. Gardell: W did look at that. W go
down Horseneck Bridge to get under the tracks. You have a
very old arched stone bridge for that railroad, and there
Is a 16 foot culvert underneath that roadway base so there
is no roomfor us to be in that | ocation.

MR, KLEMENS: You couldn't even laterally
drill it just a bit further up?

MS. GARDELL: We | ooked at different

| ocations to actually do it an additional jacking bores to
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get back over, it is very tight in there with all the
busi nesses.

MR, KLEMENS: Ckay. And the very final
question is: Because we're tal king about all these
bui | di ngs, why did you end up selling your building right
across the street fromPet Pantry in that what you're
telling nme could have actually housed what you' re doi ng?

MS. GARDELL: Well, from a standpoi nt of
reviewing the sites, we don't think that's the best
| ocation to build our new substation in the area. It is a
floodplain, it has issues with the 16 foot culvert.
Hor seneck Brook is in a large 16 foot culvert that bisects
the property. There's also a sewer main that | think is
probably ten feet away fromthe Horseneck Brook, and al
of our equi pnent would have to be raised to a | evel for
fl oodi ng because it would inpact the flood zone for
anybody el se in that area.

MR, KLEMENS: That's it. |'mdone. Thank
you, | have no further questions.

MR STEIN. Thank you. W'II|l now recess

until 6:30 p.m when we will conmmence the public part.

(Hearing concluded at 4:56 p.m)
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