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Housatonic
Heritage

s A National Heritage Area

Why a National Heritage Area?

To preserve and celebrate our cultural, historical and natural reource heritage.

Cultural Resort
The upper Housatonic Valley is noted for a longstanding literary tradition, |
the work of prominent artists and architects, and world-class music, dance, |

and theater.

Shaping a Scenic Landscape

A phenomenon occurred in the Upper Housatonic Valley of identifying
natural resources at risk, the unrealized potential of the landscape, and the
planning for restoration and implementation of restoration and beautifica-

tion on a large scale.

Cradle of Industry

Two of America's earliest industries had a conspicuous presence in the upper Housatonic Valley. Wide
availability of superior iron ore and the rich resources of the hills and riverways spawned vigorous growth in
the iron- and papermaking industries.

Revolutionary War Era and Development of Democracy )
The upper Housatonic Valley was the site of several important events during the e
American Revolution. Among these - The Sheffield Declaration, an early peti- :
tion of grievances against British rule, was drafted at Colonel John Ashley's
House (maintained by the Trustees of Reservations) in 1773. Other important
events included Shays” Rebellion, and early civil rights movements.

Other Heritage Themes: Mohican Indians, Shakers, Historic Towns

At the time of European colonization, the Mohican Indians were lightly settled
in the upper Housatonic. Throughout recent times, the Upper Housatonic Val-
ley has proven to be a fertile destination for people of many backgrounds,




Upper Housatonic National Heritage Area

The Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage
Area includes nine towns in Connecticut and
twenty in Massachusetts,

Connecticut
Canaan, Colebrook, Cornwall, Kent, Norfolk,
North Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon, and Warren.

Massachusetts
Alford, Becket, Dalton, Egremont, Great Barring-
ton, Hancock, Hinsdale, Lanesboro, Lee, Lenox,
= - : Monterey, Mount Washington, New Marlboro,
§ 5 Pittstield, Richmond, Sheffield, Stockbridge,
Tyringham, Washington, and West Stockbridge.

— 4
i, b g
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| African
American
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What is Housatonic Heritage doing?

You may recognize some of the ongoing heritage programs...
Housatonic
W,

o Heritage Walks Weekend (2002-2009), offering
wue  over 50 guided walks over two weekends;
IROM o African American Heritage Trail, included a full-length
Hifg:fi book, brochures, and special events;
s o Upper Housatonic Valley Experience, a educational course
for local middle school and high school teachers in a
curriculum on the region’s history;
0 The 1734 - 1923 Iron Heritage Trail.
ivomme 0 The Performing Arts Heritage Trail.
i o Locally Grown History
o Trails & Greenways Network

Upper Housatonic Valley National Heritage Area

Housatonic
PO Box 493 PO Box 611

H € rltage Satisbury, CT 06068 Great Barrington, MA 01230
A National Heritage Area

www.HousatonicHeritage.org p. 860-435-9505
email: Info@HousatonicHeritage.org f. 860-435-6662
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In partnership with the National Park Service

About Us/Directions: Why National Heritage
Areas?

What Makes National Heritage Areas Valuable

National Heritage Areas are designated by Congress as places where natural, cultural, historic,
and scenic resources combine to form a cohesive, nationally-important landscape. Inaugurated in
1984 with the designation of the Illinois and Michigan Canal National Heritage Corridor, the
National Heritage Areas movement now encompasses 49 areas, ranging from factory towns and
city neighborhoods to farmland and battlefields.

Though still relatively new, the National Heritage Area approach has already been incredibly
successful, creating thousands of new conservation, preservation, and historian jobs in
communities across the country. Each year, more and more regions seek recognition under the
program — a testament to the need of such a program.

Some facts about National Heritage Areas:

e National Heritage Areas on average leverage every federal dollar into $5.50 of additional
public and private investment.

o National Heritage Areas engage the surrounding communities. In 2008, National Heritage
Areas worked with more than 4,250 partners to complete projects

o ranging from the development of new elementary school curriculums to the removal of
invasive species along our nation's waterways.

o There is a continued demand for the program. To date, Congress has established 49
National Heritage Areas, with increased interest from communities each year.

» An estimated 63.8 million people visited the existing 27 Heritage Areas in 2005.

e National Heritage Areas create jobs, generate revenues for local governments, and benefit
local economies through revitalization and heritage tourism.

o According to a recent study, 118 million leisure travelers participate in cultural and
heritage activities, contributing $192 billion annually to the U.S. economy.

¢ On average, heritage travelers travel more often, spend more per trip ($994 vs. $611), and
spend more on cultural and heritage activities than other activities.

http://www.upperhousatonicheritage.org/index.php?catld=1&subCatld=47



