
































 
 

 
 
 
 INTEGRATED HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLANNING
 
 
 
 
December 2, 2008 
 
Ashley Hawes 
Kleinfelder, Inc. 
99 Lamberton Road 
Windsor, CT 06095 
 
RE: Preliminary Archeological Assessment of a the Revised Location of Proposed Cellular 

Communications Tower CT-999-052 Located at 131 Rabbit Hill Road in Warren, 
Connecticut 

 
Ms. Hawes: 
 
Heritage Consultants, LLC, is pleased to have this opportunity to provide Kleinfelder, Inc., with the 
following revised archeological assessment of proposed telecommunications facility CT-999-052 located 
at 131 Rabbit Hill Road in Warren, Connecticut (Figure 1). The current project entailed completion of an 
existing conditions cultural resources summary based on the examination of GIS data obtained from the 
Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office, as well as historic maps, aerial photographs, and 
topographic quadrangles maintained by Heritage Consultants, LLC. This investigation did not consider 
the effects of the proposed construction upon built resources, and it is based upon project location 
information provided to Heritage Consultants, LLC by Kleinfelder, Inc. The objectives of this study were: 
1) to gather and present data regarding previously identified cultural resources situated within the vicinity 
of the Areas of Potential Effect; 2) to investigate the proposed project parcel in terms of it natural and 
historical characteristics; and 3) to evaluate the need for completing additional cultural resources 
investigations.  
 
A review of previously recorded cultural resources on file with the Connecticut State Historic 
Preservation Office demonstrates that a single prehistoric archaeological site (150-20) is situated within 
0.8 km (0.5 mi) of the proposed Area of Potential Effect (Figure 2). This site, which consists of a 
campsite dating from an unknown prehistoric time period, is located to the south of the proposed tower 
location. Figures 3 and 4 (historic maps dating from 1859 and 1869, respectively) depict the Area of 
Potential Effect located in what was a rural area in the mid to late nineteenth century. At that time, 
general the project region contained several roadways and residential structures; however, none of these 
cultural features are depicted within or immediately adjacent to the proposed tower location. Figures 5 
through 9 confirm that the Area of Potential Effect is situated within what was a relatively undeveloped 
rural area throughout the twentieth century. Further, Figures 5 through 9 also demonstrate that the Area of 
Potential Effect itself was cleared of vegetation throughout the twentieth century and that it was used for 
agricultural purposes. Such repeated plowing and use for grazing livestock undoubtedly has had a 
significant impact on the depositional integrity of the soils encompassing the Area of Potential Effect. 
 
Based on the available map and cultural resources data, as well as relevant aerial imagery, it appears that 
the area encompassing the revised proposed cellular tower location has been impacted repeatedly by 
historic and modern occupation and agricultural landuse. Given the type of use of the area and the 



 
 

propensity for soils in these environmental settings to be prone to erosion, it is unlikely that intact cultural 
deposits remain within the Area of Potential Effect. As a result, it is the professional opinion of Heritage 
Consultants, LLC that no additional archaeological investigation of the proposed tower location is 
warranted.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this Technical Memorandum, or if we may be of additional assistance 
with this or any other projects you may have, please do not hesitate to call us at 860-667-3001 or email us 
info@heritage-consultants.com. We are at your service. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Catherine M. Labadia, M.A. 
President & Principal Investigator 
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Figure 1. Excerpt from a recent USGS topographical quadrangle depicting the Area of Potential
Effect in Warren, Connecticut.

 



 
 

Figure 2. Map of properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places and previously
recorded archeological sites situated in the vicinity of the proposed cellular tower in
Warren, Connecticut. 
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Figure 3. Excerpt from an 1859 map depicting the Area of Potential Effect in Warren,
Connecticut. 
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Figure 4. Excerpt from an 1869 map depicting the Area of Potential Effect in Warren,
Connecticut. 



 
 

Figure 5. A 1944 aerial image depicting the location of the Area of Potential Effect in Warren,
Connecticut. 
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Figure 6. A 1951 aerial image depicting the location of the Area of Potential Effect in Warren,
Connecticut. 
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Figure 7. A 1986 aerial image depicting the location of the Area of Potential Effect in Warren, 
Connecticut. 
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Figure 8. A 1995 aerial image depicting the location of the Area of Potential Effect in Warren,
Connecticut.
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Figure 9. A 2004 aerial image depicting the location of the Area of Potential Effect in Warren,
Connecticut. 
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