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Council Members,

Enclosed is a resolution passed by the Washington Conservation Commission April4, 2009
regarding Docket #378 on Rabbit Hill Road, Warren.

As a Party to this application additional comments will be forthcoming from Washington Land
Use Commissions as it is reviewed at their regularly scheduled meetings.
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Mark E Lyon
First Selectman
Washington

Auwsere

Susan Payne
Chair, Washington Conservation Commission



Resolution of the Conservation Commission of the Town of Washington,
Connecticut
Unanimously adopted on April 1, 2009

The Conservation Commission of the Town of Washington Connecticut opposes
the Connecticut Siting Council application under Docket 378 on the grounds

that the proposed facilities will have severe adverse environmental impact on
fragile natural resources, including wetlands and wildlife habitats and the
ecosystems and organic life they support in the area adjoining the proposed sites
within the Town of Washington as well as in the proposed coverage areas.
Among the environmental and conservation areas that will be impacted are:

1. The fragile Meeker Swamp/Macricostas Preserve Ecosystem, much of which
has been preserved by the State Open Space Fund, contains 8 Natural Diversity
Data Base areas (as of DEP Dec. 08) with the potential for 100 to be categorized
according to the Yale Macricostas study. These sites should be subject to an
immediate review by the DEP and the Connecticut Siting Council under its
statutory mandate.

2. Migratory paths, stopovers and habitats of state listed species including, but
not limited to, Tennessee and orange crowned warblers, least flycatcher, broad
winged hawks, sharp shinned hawks, wood turtles, brown thrashers, and other
flora, fauna, insects and amphibians including annual sightings of Bald eagles.
Steep Rock land trust checklist of bird exhibit A. Photos taken of Bald Eagles at
Meeker Swamp exhibit B.

3. Headwaters to Bee Brook and the Shepaug River located on Rabbit Hill, which
flow into Meeker Swamp and the Macricostas Preserve and are believed traveled
by state listed species including the Wood Turtle.

4. The town of Washington's largest aquifer is located below these proposed
facilities, site A on slopes greater than 25 pct, and is fed by the above mentioned
headwaters. Site B is proposed 50 ft off these headwaters.

5. Critical habitat area as listed in the Town of Washington’s Natural Resource
Inventory.

5. Important view sheds from state and locally declared scenic and recreational
areas, including Warsamaug’s Rock and the Pinnacle,along with historic local
homes (exhibit C), would be permanently impacted by towers which crest high
above the ridgeline between two mountains (site A) or sit directly on the ridgeline
(site B) on a road declared scenic by both towns of Washington and Warren and



surrounded by multiple roads and areas declared scenic. Photo of balloon siting
exhibit D

6. Site A is on 422a farmland on which the development rights have been sold
and on which the construction of this type of structure and related outbuildings
has been deemed to be a prohibited, commercial non-agricultural use by the
Department of Agriculture.

7. Connecticut Office of Policy and Management Preservation Area of
Conservation Priority 2.

8. Areas of Archaeological sensitivity. Exhibit E

Signed,

M Qourvx&_,

Susan Payne
Chairman
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6.8.2: Archaeological Studies

Another interesting aspect of the Macricostas Preserve is historical use by
Native Americans. Asurvey in 1978 by a field crew from the then American
Indian Archaeological Institute (AlAl) and students from the Gunnery School, the
local private college preparatory high school, found prehistoric tools and tool
fragments predominantly along the knoll bordered by Bee Brook in the West,
Meeker Swamp in the north, and Route 202 to the south. The results of this
survey determined that this area had discrete concentrations of artifacts dating
between 7000 and 2500 years ago (Handsman 1987).

The potential developers of Meeker Swamp commissioned the AlAl in 1987 to
prepare a report determining the impact on the archaeo- logical resources
contained within the area to be altered by construction. The area surveyed
included the property bounded by Route 202, Christian Street, and Meeker
Swamp. The survey results determined that hunter-gatherers have used the
areas surrounding the wetlands for several thousand years, probably wintering in
the high grounds and using the wetlands to hunt grouse and deer (Swigart,
personal coMmunication with Lydia Dixon). Ned Swigart, former director of the
AlAl, noted that the research findings were not particularly productive in the 1987
survey.

However, the potential for future discoveries here is high given the historical use
of wetlands by Native Americans as a focal point for settlement and land use
(Handsman 1987). Given the historical concentration of Native Americans in this
region and the similarity of the Meeker Swamp area to other places in Northwest
Connecticut that have archaeological significance, it is likely that a further

study could unearth interesting archaeological findings (Swigart, personal
communication with Lydia Dixon, December 2002).

Swigart also noted that the Institute for American Indian Studies (formerly AlAl) in
Washington should be very interested in pursuing further research at this site if
the Steep Rock Association expressed a desire for exploration, contingent

upon the reestablishment of the research pro- gram at the IAIS (which should be
forthcoming).

FROM THE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE STEEP ROCK
ASSOCIATION’S MACRICOSTAS PRESERVE JANUARY 30, 2003
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