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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 24, 1997 COMMISSION MEETING OF
THE COMMISSION ON FIRE PREVENTION AND CONTROL

The meetingwas called to orderat 9:35 a.m. by Chairmafarozzawith the following
memberspresent:. CommissionersAndresen,Chatfield, Haber, Kowalski, Milewski,
Munkenbeck and Peabody. Commissioners Gomeau and Nicol arrivéal ladameeting.
Commissioners Johnson, McCarthy, Mullen afehdettawere excused. Staff members
Morrissette, O'Neil, A. Ouellette, A.T. Ouellete and Piechota were present.

Gueststo the meetingwere identified as Bob Fenner, Interirvlanager,IFSAC, Mark
Amatrudo, Instructor, CFA, Wayne MaheuBureau, Education& Data Management,
Office of State Fire Marshal and Art Howe, President, CFDIA.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Peabody SBCONDED by Commissioner
Munkenbeck to approve the minutes of the May 27, 1997 meeting. Motion.carried

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Peabody SBCONDED by Commissioner
Milewskito approvethe Staff Report forthe period of May 15, 1997 througlune 14,
1997. Motion carried

Moving to item 4 a.),Staffing Update,ChairmanCarozzaasked fora motion to hold
discussion of this agenda item until the meeting moves into Executive Session.

A MOTION was made by Commissior@natfieldand SECONDEDby Commissioner
Peabody to hold discussion of itena4 StaffingUpdateto the ExecutiveSessionMotion
carried.

Moving to item 4 b.) Mr. Morrissette gave a facililpdate. He statedthat the agencyhas
been trying to obtain estimates for the installation of a sideatdhe rear of the facility as
per Commissioner Haber’s request.

In regard todeficienciesin the sprinkler systemat the fire station/maintenancgarage the
agency is working with DOT to aditbw switches which were nanstalledas part of the
original project. This isnecessaryo tie the sprinkler systemto the alarm system. He
indicated that he has asked ftheility personneto review the plansto see if this problem
was a design deficiency.
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Last week a request was made to the Departmdpailoiic Works to initiate paperworkto
investigate the feasibility of an expansion with a larger auditorium strucs e resultof
this effort, the agency discovered that some monies traamsferrecout of the equipment
accountwithout our knowledge. The money has novbeenrestoredto this account. He
expressed concern on how much other money maag beentrickling out of thisaccount
over time. He asked ithe Commissionwould like to move forwardto ask for a full
accounting of the money in this specific line item account.

Commissioner Kowalski inquired who was the actual custodian of the equipment account.

Mr. Morrissettestatedthat the Departmentof Public Works wasthe custodianof the
account.

A MOTION was made by Commission&owalskiand SECONDEDby Commissioner
Peabody to ask for anaudit of the equipmentaccountwith by a specifiedtime frame.
Motion carried.

Moving to item 4 c.) Mr. Morrissette stated that #ggeencyreceivedit's FY 97/98 budget
appropriation last week and asked Fiscal Officer Peter O’Neil to give an overview.

Mr. O’Neil statedthat within the personalservicesaccountthere is a $90,000 holdback:
$10,000 which waso be held back originally for eachStateagency;$100,000held for
implementationof the early retirementprogram and $20,000eing addedback to the
agencyfor union andcontractualagreementgor the year. With thesehold backs,the
Commission’s Budget Analyst at the Office of Policy &m@nagemen{OPM) requested
the Trainerpositionfilled lastyear,aswell asapproximatelyl5% oflastyear’'sparttime
payroll, be funded throughhe Extension/Auxiliaryaccounts. Meanwhile, the Stateis
hoping to realizesavings fromthe Early RetirementProgram by notefiling vacated
positionsuntil mid-December. Itthe Stateexceedsheir desiredgoal under the Early
Retirement Program, some of these savings may be passed back to the agencies.

A questionand answeperiodfollowed with Commissionersnquiring aboutthe budget
process.

Moving to item 4 d.) Mr.Morrissettestatedat the last meetingit was requestedhat he
make somechangedo the Minor Firefighter Training StandardProposal. Hegave an
overview of the objectives where changes waegle.The staff reviewedthe requests and
issues brought up at last month’s Commission meeting and made adjustmenttheshich
felt were realistic.

Commissioner Peabody stated that the revysegosal was aexcellentcompromise and
he appreciated the effort of the staff.

Commissioner Kowalski stated that &klso appreciatedhe effort of the staff and asked
the third sentencan the secondparagraphcould be removed. After hiseview of the
Explorer program he felt this proposailll come undethe requirement®f that program.
The Explorer Program Policy Manual states that regardless of what the local pratgram
or regulationsare, Staterules andregulationsconcerningminors haveto be adheredto
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andcannotbe superseded. This documenbéiterthanthe previousdraft, but hestated
that he truly believed this document would impact the Junior Firefighter Program.

CommissioneMunkenbeck madea recommendatiorthat the Commissionsponsor a
forum to take a look at the Explorer program vsother Minor Firefighterprograms. This
may settle some of the outstanding issues.

CommissioneiPeabodyinquiredwhetherNFPA approvalhad beenobtainedto develop
this document.

Mr. Morrissette stated that a draft of the document sudmsnittedto Gary Keith of NFPA
for comments. MrKeith recommended weonsidermodeling our documerdfter the
ConnecticutSupplement publishedby the Office of State Fire Marshal. This would
alleviate the necessity of dealing with NFPA'’s Legal Counsel.

CommissionerPeabodyinquired if the statement “Modified for Minors” could also
include “State of Connecticut” in the title.

Mr. Morrissette replied that he would make the change.

A MOTION was made by Commissiondilewski and SECONDEDby Commissioner
Munkenbecko forward the Minor Firefighter Training Standard drafdocumentto the
Department of Labor for review and approval. Motion carried.

Moving to item 4 e.) Mr.MorrissetteaskedCommissionerKowalski to expandon this
agenda item.

Commissioner Kowalski gave an overview of the meeting with DOT Butéeef Robert
Juliano concerningthe aircraft training prop project. A lengthy discussion tookplace
regardingthe scope and cost dhe project, means of funding (Passendeacility Charge
vs. bonding), cost of long terrmaintenanceand establishmenbf an annual operating
budget for the Commission. The discussion ended widgyaestfor Bradley Personneto
provide a presentationto the Commission sometime betweenJuly and September.
Bureau Chief Juliano stated thatlasg as he was charge this prop would not coghe
Commissionany moneyto operate.This is a long term project with constructionnot
beginning for another year or two.

Commissioner Nicol stated that he concurred with what Commissikanealski said and
affirmed that he believed that Bureau Chief Juliano was sincere when he gave hisatvord
the Commission would not take a beating on this project and will be treated fairly.

Commissioner Peabody inquired if the agency knew ofcdingr relationshipssuch as we
have with DOT before development of a contract.

Mr. Morrissette indicated that the agency had not donaesearcton thismatter. DOT
indicatedthat they wantedto work in cooperatiorwith the Commissionto make sureall
areasof concernare addressed. DOT'stent is to contractwith the Commissionto
operate the airplane prop while they will maintain ownership.
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A discussion period followed with the Commissionensnimously recommendintat a
request be made for DOT to make a presentation to the Commission in September.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner PeabodyS#EGONDEDby Commissioner
Nicol authorizingthe StateFire Administrationto schedulea DOT presentationfor the
SeptembeCommissiormeetingwith the agendaclearedfor this matter. DOT staff and
Engineering Consultant should be in attendance. Motion carried.

Mr. MorrissetteintroducedBob FennerepresentingFSAC who was askedo come
before the Commission to present a general overview of IFSAC’s accreditation program.

Mr. Fennerthankedthe Commissionfor the opportunityto comebeforethemto give an
overview of IFSAC’s organization, fee structure for Certificate membershipgartentof
the accreditation program.

A question and answer period followed.

Mr. Maheu from the Officeof the StateFire Marshalstatedthat currently the Department
of Public Safetyis listed as holding non-accreditednon-voting status. Heindicatedthe

number of persongainedand certified by his office don't really justify, at this point,

involvement. He inquired if the Departmentof Public Safety could join with the

Commission and be accredited under their umbrella.

Mr. Fenner replied affirmatively.
Chairman Carozza thanked Mr. Fenner for his presentation.

Moving to item 5 b.) Mr. Morrissette gave an overview of a letter he receivedfrom
Hartford County Emergency Plaaquestingoermissionto install a 10’ antennaon the
tower along with a repeater to establish a county base station here at the Academy.

Commissioner Kowalski inquired if there would be any expense to the Commission.

Mr. Morrissettereplied that the letter of requestspecifically statesthat therewould be no
cost to our operation.

CommissionerKowalski inquired if this would have any impact on Bradley Airport
operation.

Mr. Morrissette stated that the request came from Steve Brdwnis anelectricianat the
airport. We trustthat he will do all the properregulatoryresearchon thismatter. In
addition we will ask Hartford Countythat they hold all the proper approvals/licenses
(FAA, FCC, Airport) prior to installation.

A MOTION was made by Commissiontéowalskiand SECONDEDby Commissioner
Chatfieldto approvethe request from HartfordCounty Emergency Plarto establisha
county radio base station at the Academy. Motion carried.
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CommissioneMunkenbeckreportedthat the ConnecticutSafety Institute programwas
moving forward and igwaitingcomments. Regardingthe TechPrep programsit looks
like the City of Hartfordwill be coming on board around SeptembeiTlere’sa lot of
interest in both the Hartford Fire Department and city schools for TeclaRdepswell as
in Winsted. A meeting witlthe Board of Educationwill takeplaceon July 3to consider
taking the program andnstalling some sort of schoab careerjob training program for
EMS statewide and possibly starting as low as at the grammar school level.

Mr. Maheuthankedthe Commissionfor the opportunityto attend the meeting and to
personallythank Mr.Morrissette and his staff fdheir assistanceluring the Annual Fire
InvestigationProgram. HestatedMr. Morrissetteand his staffare truly professional
peopleto dealwith, andwithout their assistancéis office would not beable to run as
successful a program as they do at the Academy each year.

Chairman Carozzaasked Commissionerto read the correspondenceresentedat the
meeting.

Commissioner Haber read letters from the following individuals: (1) Wayne Mabweu
the Departmentof Public Safety wrote thanking the Commissionand staff for their
assistance during the Annual Fire Investigattvogram; (2) Edward RRitcher,lIl wrote
Mr. Morrissette thanking him regarding the securing of a tuition wéorehim at Central
ConnecticutStateUniversity; (3) A letter alongwith a checkin the amount of $2,283.93
payableto the Commission from DarleneD. Leak, Community Affairs, The Hartford
Insurance in support to offset the cost of printing fireventionposters and brochures for
the Firehawk program.

Mr. Art Howe from the Connecticut Fileepartmentnstructors’Associationthankedthe
Commissionand staff forall their support, bothpersonneland equipmentduring the
Annual Fire Apparatus Rodeo.

Chairman Carozza asked the Commissioners for input regarding wheti@d meetings
during July and August.

A MOTION was made by Commissioriéowalskiand SECONDEDby Commissioner
Haber to suspendhe July and August unless business needs arise requiringgeting.
Motion carried.

Chairman Carozza welcomed Commissioner Edward Gomeauback upon his re-
appointment.

Mr. Morrissetteasked staff member Jilicavettao come forwardo be recognizedand
receive a certificate of appreciation for his extraordinary efforts in the total renovatien of
maze trailer which had not been overhauled since if was purchased about ten years ago.

On behalf of the Commission, Chairman Carozza congratulatethankied Mr. Scavetta
for all his efforts.

Mr. Morrissette reported on the statustid C L & P Emergency Response Task Force.
He stated that a public forum was scheduled for 25n&t 7:00 PM at the Ellington High
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School andinvited Commissionerswho were interestedto attend. This meeting is
primarily for the benefit of the 13 municipalities within the CL&P narémtraldistrict and
will enable the Task Force to present its recommendations.

In addition, Mr. Morrissettereportedthis weekendthe joint New England Fire Chiefs’
Conference will be held in Springfield, Mass and at the Big E. Qdramissionwill have
a booth at this conference from June 29 through July In&itdd Commissionergo stop

by.

Mr. MorrissetteaskedCommissionerdgor authorizationto move forward as wdavein
past years with the drafting of the Annual Report.

A MOTION was made by Commissioner Peabody SBCONDEDby Commissioner
Munkenbecko authorizethe StateFire Administratorto move forwardwith the Annual
Report drafting process. Motion carried.

Mr. Morrissettereportedthatthe CT Fire AcademySafety Committee hasequestedhe
agency look at the feasibility of installing a stop sign in front of the Administration building
at the crosswalkarea. A letter of requesthas beenforwardedto the Departmentof
Transportation for action.

A MOTION was made by Commission€hatfieldand SECONDEDby Commissioner
Peabody to add anExecutiveSessionto the agendaof the June 24 meeting. Motion
carried.

A MOTION was made by Commission€hatfieldand SECONDED by Commissioner
Munkenbecko enterinto ExecutiveSession fortthe purposeof discussionof personnel
matters and invite the appropriate person. Motion carried.

A MOTION was made by Commissior@&hnatfieldand SECONDEDby Commissioner
Kowalski to return to regular session . Motion carried.

Chairman Carozza adjourned the meeting at 11:38 A.M.

Dated:

Secretary, Commission on Fire
Prevention and Control



